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EvEOR'Ss-LET TE 


Beware: Gamers 


When | got started with this whale inQuest gig some 10 months ago, 
| knew very tle about collectible card games And as time rolled on, | 
Tealzed that knew even less about the people wha play them 

While I've learned a thing or two about the games—yknow, things 
lke being able to decipher the difference between Wyvern and Middie- 
‘earth and how to use a giant Magic Chaos Orb card to my advantage—t 
stil can't figure out those gamers, 

There oughta be some sort of an investigation here Some of these 
‘people cannot possibly be from this planet. They should be lacked up for 
‘goad Some of them seem dewnnght dangerous, and the last thing | need 
\s my fe jeopardized by a freak attacking me because of a dispute over an 
Icy Manipulator card, 

So I’ve put together the following list of the Top 10 mast batting CCG- 
felated things I've witnessed dung my time here at InQuest: 





10. A pimple-faced, pudgy teenager running around a retail store's 
parking lot, wearing nothing but Heresy cards to caver his prwvates,yeling 
“lam the king of Spain” at the top of his lungs 

9. A beat-up oid van, looking much like the Mystery Machine fram 
"Scooby-Doo," barreing past me on the highway with a sgn on the back 
that read “Wyvern or Bust.” 

8, Askinny old man from Lima, Peru, vehemently insisting thathe was 
Crenshaw the Martficator from the Doomtreaper card set 

7, psychotic mother, who looked lke the Chaos Orb from the neck 
‘up, standing in a remote corer of a Shop-Rite, mercilessly taunting her 
Infant child with a Shivan Dragon card, 

6, Hyborian Gates, 

5 Price Guide Director Stephen Shamus ling in a bow! af his own urine 

4. Ahetty 12-year-old trying desperately to exchange his Marvel Over- 
Power cards for a chocolate dip cane at the local Dairy Queen. 

3. Afather who named his first-born "lyhad"” (hey, it could've been a 
lot warse—he could've been a Blood Wars fan), 

2-Baron Sengir himself throwing a portly midget clear across the roam: 
at a local poo! hall, 

1. Asizable middle-aged man at the lacal 7-11 eating a Guardians card 
"thought it was a beet jerky," he sald 


‘re there rabonal explanations for these actions? Oo you gamers our there 
consider this type of behavior “normal”? 1 am begging you to please con- 
tact me and fil mein on this hfe of yours. | demand an explanation. 

But as battled as | am by these and other actions (Ihad to keep this list 
to a PG-13 rating, y'know), you gamers seem like swell guys and gals. 
Kinda makes me feel bad about rounding up some buddies to pants the 
college D&D club before chasing the members araund campus while 
smacking them with lacrosse sticks 


SCORE: 
Scott 2, Gamers 0 


Don't take any wooden nickels, 





Scott Graming 
Managing Edita 


EDITORIAL 

Pa Belo 

ino ich Seae 

Senior Managing E 
Maratig 


Jo Yours 


Copy Ettore: Ado Kran, Hr Way 
News Ele: tick Doni el 
Buy Sao 
so: StupaStomus 

Senor Price Guide Eaton Dan bugh 
Acsiatart Price Guide Eaton Phi allan, J Home, 
ob Masta 

etre Ban Dg ban, ic Bk, hse Any 
Calin ay Dogeae ab, a Foc, ade Sits Ha, 
s.r, Dai ay Bb Kage, tina ik 
ox Bh Nara os Sin ry Sri Me. 
Sa ek Ses, Tan Mn ary, De Wks ks 
te Gls rarenal Natal Gund 


det Austr: Dan Relly 


WIZARD PRESS 
Prendart/Pustoher: Ga Shamus 

sce Vs Fred ete 

Secativ Assan: Martha Seideger 

roduction Dinezor Das Glin 

Promotions ard Pubkaty Manager. Sn Maun 
Promations and Publ Coorinator Naty Nea 
rsctor af Greulation aa Diatrintio ail Rack 
Deo Sales Manager: Mary ter 

Geculstion Manger: Tray 

Girelation nar: eae Wain 

Customer Servic: (1) 268391 


ADVERTISING SALES 
Satoshi Robart 
Advertisag Deccton Jn Ialey 

Manager Kara Jes 
Account Maragen Bab nad 






Sms 6 

migstond carat Mt 
sli? 

gh 5 Oren eg 8 95, 

fee SUD apa Sf by a 

sila ae sd rang de 

‘enn al aon! ee aa 

frou 1 fe ore 

‘een la ohare 






west! 
a0 i ah HS a wt 






















An expansion set for Middle-earth:The Wizards” 





middle QD [relssas) 


THe DRAGONS, 





7 “So the rumour of the wealth of Erebor spread 
abroad and reached the ears of thé dragons, 
and dit last Smaug the Golden, greatest of the 
ence dragons of hiy day, arose and without warning 
came against King Thror and descended on the 
Mountain in flames.” 
—The Lord of the Rings 


Middle -varth: The Dragons” is the first 
expansion set for Middle-earth: The Wizards, 
ICE’s collectiblecard game designed for one 
to five players. Expand your collectible cand 

portfolio with this set of 180 new: tradable game 
cards, and use them to-explore new play strategies 
Bach booster pack contains 15.cards and a 
new six page insert with rules for 
‘Middle-earth: The Dragons. Bach card is 
beautifully illustrated witty fine color artwork 
created by over 45 renowned 
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Sn 
‘load it down with an array of 
eR a ce 
mangling weapons from high-tech 
acid pellets to primitive ripping 
sarah eie 9 
players have built their legions, 
it's up to thea to bend their opponents 
totheir will, Se ee 


In addition, Brom, the co- 
‘creator of the Dine Aor world and 
one of the hottest fantasy artists 
working today, is personally 
responsible fer peinting over 26 
portent of the Ditr Ar cards. Look 
‘for Dinx Aon: Pruoas, Lomns at 0 store 
near you this July. 

‘Also, look for the Dart Ao com 
vanion CbBROM, screen sever 
with a fascinating inside look 
into the making of this Summer's 
hottest game, 


Continuing in the 
FPG tradition, 
Dark Ace features 
all new artwork by 
an Armageddon 
of top rated pros: 
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Letters to the Editors 
GUESS WHO’S READING YOUR MAIL 


‘Okay, fsten up. Ths is Rick Swan talking the new overser of “InQuistion” Yep, Fve been 
pusheder, promoted-from the back ofthe mag tothe front (but stl be yar’ at you 
‘on the last page, same as always) From here on out, 'm the guy who'll be siting through RK 
‘your scraws, picking out the cream o' the crop to share withthe droofng malitudes. But, of 
course | can't print ‘em if you don't write ‘em! Mater of fact, ight now Fm perched on the 
roof, binoculars in hand, looking for the mail truck. 

So whadda ya tink? Will CCGs be the death of roleplaying? ls Mag: The Gathering geting too 
big for its own good? Is Richard Garfield a special effect whipped up by Industial Light and Mage? 
‘Well, how the heck would | know? Wrap your tentacle around a pencil and fill me in, While you're 
atit tel me what you thought ofthis ish, What ticked your fancy? What made you see ted? 


‘And speaking of secing red. 


RPGs 2 
lam quite ck af the people wh claim 
that Magicane other card garaes ike t have 
{aed roleplaying. The only way roleplay 
vl de sf you, the rleplayer, lett de i 





all of you decide to stop playing your Dun- 


(20rs & Dragars and games ke tha, role- 
Playing wil die. And not because of us, but 


because of you. Weare not yourscapegoats | 


{forthe diminshing interest roleplaying 
{and the increasing Interest in card games 
Keep your atteroan-ong, very bong, back 


packing roleplaying games. | beBeve 1) 


Slickto my pocket sized Gerk of Mog cards. 


‘And please don’t knock me fort. After al, = 
how-an youertcze someone for playinga 


if ie 


sgamethat fn for hi? 
livetv 

Cyberspace 

‘Dead fof rd goes xd clei gees 


an‘ in competion. Oid Tvl Pursuit kill 
nop? Od mnie gol fil cy? bd 


eo umes pial moches? (6, ital 


‘st example.) 


Why We Cont Get Dates, 
Part One 

ama woman, and beheve that the al- 
too. large-breasted females m your maga 
‘ane are quite offensive (particularly inthe 
advertisements) Why aren there men ie 
that in there? 

‘Arkangelt6 

Cyberspace 


ood question If yu‘ lrg breasted man, 
please get in touch wit ws immeditaly. 


ERS 


tok Hove you. 






















Tees 
AAT Ig HARD) 


Why We Can’? Get Dates, 
Port Two 


Tort oy Mag, or any others | 


ard gate lor that matter, bu my brother 
does | rad the “InQuiston” part of your 
‘mag because the letters (andl answers) wit- 
ten by wertoes freaks, quacis, psychos and 
‘otherwise mentally unbalanced people are 
funny. But | have a big prablem aith your 
ag. 'sful of pictues of half-naked women 
‘whch | find extremely demeaning 
Wil you stop with the nasty pictures 

already”! 


‘Ard dort want cute ile answer tant 


{yt to stop panting these afensve pcures, 
Gen Flieger 
Lakewood, OH 





| orb Biz 


Yau might be interested! to know that 
the sue withthe oversved Chaos O* mt 
(Unquest 812) dsoppeared rom ie shelves 
cof my lacalcorme Book store before leven 
saw The tory | heard was that two men 
came in and bough al the copies earier 
that day fl been waling fort sinc saw 
the announcement several months ago. 
Steve Jahner at Capital Cty Conves and 
Booka in Lansing wos ce enough io calls 
distributor, fd out that they wee outof t 
(60 he coud’: eorde) and call afound to 
three stores the area, He managed to 
locate one copy. 

‘remember ithe toumament ies 
‘only require that cars have “identi card 
back desig” The rules dont sy anything 
about a size erence Does ths mean the 





4} oversized Chaos Ort is tournament legal? 


Kenneth M. Kawamura 
E. Lansing, MI 


Hom Would o Chow Dr thes of oY Guide be 
alone in a fournament? soy that be aut 


Fas key a an Deb sprouting wigs ond ying 


round the room Tell you wa, ty tuto your 
‘xt ourey od et us know what hoppers. 


End of the World Imminent 

Yes, that’s night, there's 2 css in the 
making for the CCG dusty Wrat'st, you 
ask? Well, game designers are going t run 
‘ut of synonyms fr "tap." So far there are 
Six efferent ways to tap a card, namely. tap 
{Magic The Gathenng, iad), crank (Or the 
Eig), cain (Utinate Cama}, open (Heresy 
kingdom Come), turn (Shadows) and 




















engage (Gala fmpres). ; Sticky Fingers {uly you are great 












































My word processor fists; Thavea question regarding my copy at | Patrick Hotteway 
only two other options: £ InQuest #11. Uhad just picked up this mag | Cyherspace 
employ and draw upon, | andsomecandsata tore in my town When 
‘which both kind of suck |sug- | I got home and tried to open up the mag, i Yes and you aught soe ws pid or tat with our oes, 
gest that InQuest run a contest ashng for | I coudr’t, because the pages were glued 
the best synonym for "tap," and the win- | together by some sort of white iquid.|am | Welllet Killer 
ner would get acapy of every card that has} jst wondering what itsthat have the pages | ve played Magic for more than a year 


an exsting rip-off synonym pnnted some- | stuck together 
‘wherein ts text box, Kevin Nutt 
Cotin Byrum [Tower City, PA 


Dayton, OH a id 
st ont haan ogi, 
Well toke your cnt ideo undaradvisemen 
(but do thald aur brook), Meanwhile, freare | Dootus Alert 
same nae opis Meaca dss expaarcie | Whoever wrote the article on the 10 
‘ond past. most-desirable Middle-earth The Wizords 
§ cards ("LoreatheRings” nQues #12) sa 
Choos Cloritied complete doous! They got al the good cards 
very ay at lunch we pay. There's usu: | ght but ely messed up onthe worst card 
alla game ortwo of agiegoing on, wih | They said the And ers the most worth 
Sto Tekat te farend a good porto the | les card the set, Granted, t's na The One 
table taking up 2 Medlecurth The Weors | Rang bu snot useless, 
duel, and some trading on the flaor Kids | Okay, here shat wantyou todo Pick 
wal by and laugh a us and we throw {  uptheAranen region cad, Go aad, pick 
apples. (You'd be suprised how good our | if up.Doesitsay tthe bottom that you can 
ambasbecome ever the pastyear.) | move fom Ananen to Dagerla? No! Do 
Sowinenwe ead the "Uumate Chaos’ | you knw why? Because theres average 
article (nQuest #12), we were slike, We | geographical boundary called the Anduin 
realy have todo this." So we did And & | ier Do you make the connection? 
sucked Realy realy sucked, For something | Dont take ary of ts the wrong way, 
that seemed so simple, it was realy hard. 1 because ldo lve the magazine. Somebody 
sled usto the coneuson that we were | just good t's okay It happens 
doing something rong [Teddy 
So couldyou plese expan howto play | Cyberspace 
Unimate Chaos inate more depth? iy, wo felon Bt ren fyu roan d- 
mean, my fend isplaymg Blood Warsand lik anyday would wana go fram Anata 10 gel the fundamen of ile decks il poy, 
fm doing Middle-earth and | attack him with | Dagarladin the fis place But, yeah, yeah, we gat | namely (1) choose (and stick with) a thame, (2) sry 
the pain. 


now and was glad wien the store | work at 
began canying inQuest Bess being an 
entertaining read (putt ahead of Tie t 
‘ave me a chance to se how a deck could 
be butt beyond my typical Weenie Worl 
But most of your articles seemed to 
{assume that every player had four copesof 
‘every rte card in enstence. Maybe you 
should ist how much t waulé cost bit 
one of your kiler docks. rather make my 
smanthiy mortgage payment, thank you. 
My hopes went up when I saw Jett 
Hannes "klein: Howto Bll Kir 
Deckin Nine ay Steps" (nQuet #17) When 
he ashe, "What's the best way 19 make a 
ler deck if you dori already own four ot 
every Mage card" | thought, “Finally! An 
arte ot tse ight where nena, 
my wale" But no Hannes descrbeshis easy 
deck as corairang four jokuhaupses four 
ftnnam Dyn, four Black Vises and a fist 
of ther ae/uncammon cards His soliton, 
ifyou dont already wn four of evry card, 
isto go out and buy thera? 
Rob Buchier 
Alma, Mi 








an Or Patrol what happens? cha cardia, (3) dae ue 
Unmea Graybil BSED © cadets yourstanges sul od (acento 
Phoenix, AZ yeG3)) ) an preventing danage ond gong esd but 

H i sn i deck en hsp requis tg 

We yuri cdg Him wh nop. | $ {ofa ard es, mony. Ths er, pol Fuca’ 


pagans bazooka wih apa shoo 


Couch Potate Dept. 
‘When they say, *Tap the Rockies in 
those Coors Lite commercals, ae they tlk- 












Just Wondering 
ve been wondering about samething 
What wil happen wien Magiccards go out, 
and are they gomg out? Me anc my inends 
realy ke to pay, but we're gong to lose a ing about tapping ther snow-covered moun 
lot of money i they go out. {tains to add red mana to ther mana poo? 
Jacab Whalen and John Seliceman | Note from the Vatican Gmanz3464 
Cyberspace May your descendants be as numerous | Cyberspace 
{a the stars inthe sky and as many as the 
th, go out whore? FE sands on the Earth, May they be blessed, | Tum of the damn TV. 
yea, even unta the tenth generaton. May 
Your names never fll by the wayside. For 
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soeiecnee oo fasten tap uranic athe nh 
Poa you cule» Top oct { tagenenny pine Mogceatiscone EERE! 
\weitcHlooking cards from diferent CCGs? | that should be played for fun, Later, when 


ene of tie Game 





aerate escerares : 
Scorer Devectaaeteiaecaticieneg) |= so bend he noes 
some covers? 4} reeks of insecurity, as if the Dudlits! Con: eheee cree, 


4. Could you indude a ist of all CCGs | 
‘out there that are worth knowing about? 
5, Could you tell Rick Swan that Ike 
‘mozzarel,jack and ncota, n that order too? 
6. Could you plese tus about any new 
‘campaigns corning out for ADED or about 
any new roleplaying games in genera?” 
Ben Jacabs 
Springfield, MA 


vocation and Wizards ofthe Coast some. ures Uncen ec 
how have to make Mage "respectable" by Catt nara: The Flin rps 
offering a bloated reward. ee that this (ICE U LeTeNUR ea o 
hehavor vil oni encourage cheatin, ged MALE Un Ue tem acay 
and humorlesness on the partof cuttvoat Mp Ao Dene) 
players who are out for one thing: the Ru B kiran yA 
almighty dol. {ume Ltn name orb bir gars, Hora, 
In reply to Nathan Hunter, who wrote RSM Aa oa a 

that the only music heand hs ends could SI tees eeeyi reas ton 
think of playing was metal and atenatve SMD T 
1. Weve ever seen o mid ooking cr. (Cinusivon”InQuest #12). Get an edu SECS 
2 Frobbly not ‘ation! Yes you ate paying Cybepuntor "MIL 

Moye (nthe fig, your music is ndeed appro- “Sener 
4 Theyreal wath novng about Except mye | priate But for Mogic(and many other Wan 





cone. Or two. CCG), you need to ksten to inQuest’s advice nape designers, who. 
5. H's dongd his mind Now be kes catope, } anc go turer What couldbea more per- Eau ey 
‘heddor ond goat fect compliment to Magic than Wagner's, Wau a 
6 ffenough of you woo, there's ao fling what {Ring cycle, from whence Tolkien’s own ayia 


wilde mythos was party derved? Putin "Das | IER 
Rheangold” and press play; i, ater aly, ROM ene ene 
the “heavy meta” of opera! How can you {Vai eae oF 
ass up "The Ride of the Vallyries” or .y \MOEEICIES 
*Siegined’ Funeral March’? Folow that, Than ak bt eo pm 
up with Orf's "Carmina Burana,” any .” aaa LED 
Sibdus symphony any of Ane Far’s works, Yells ghey age/ 
{and add the most tremencious Dies irae Mf EOE ec cr 
avalible rho’ *Syphory Fantastquee MCPs 
anid Vr’ “Reqaer”) and you never go ed bis “Seay Nay, Mi bis 
back ometal Atleast not forcard games, | (MEE ane aa Cun 
Charles Bartholomew viebybishraie 
‘New York, NY Seconotel ra eo Den Coma, 
bt of a 197051 show eu Tin” 
hese... foo White Zi fs? ook Eon Gog, Bathe, Glee 
Ths fais oe nome of cul ects fg 
Porpose of Life d's ak istic 
Everyone now s engaged i ths hor Hh yi Fg A npr raed 
tible debate Peeps you can sohetforus, MMs aL aa os 
Isthe object of Mogcto il your opponent IMC alsa aces 
orto have fur? We are ateach athersthroas Mae ea ere LE 





started playing Magicjust aftr the ce 

‘Age and Fourth Editon expansions came 
ut. [missed alot of good cards and expar- 
sions that are near impossible to find oF 
afford now. I was wondering if you could 
send me few uzam Dynns, one Chaos Orb # 
and some Snkholes (Ym working on a land 





destruction deck ) about the whole thing. ea ot Hig aby 
©, Fares Jim Chandler O’Neat Thanks govt Yhis issue tb FRC’ 
‘Mahtamedl, MN Cleveland, MS Davo Gentzler and Reith Pavkinson, 

Dh, sore. And while we're of, we'll send you | 1 dopends, Hf you're wining, he obi to kill peared my shpemntha 


Bor cl kp | ‘Your opponet. you're hing, the obecisthove up elena Seen’ f tana 
fil of Mls ond he ey ot ofc. Shows. | fi, eons gor mae a 







1 
Music Appreciotion i Solitory Man 
agree with those people who are {ma diehard CCG collector | colect 
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‘Mage, OverPowerand Mortal Kombat cards 
les1ot that | cant find any cas to buy, but 


Ican‘find anyone to pla wth Know peo- 


plein my town pla. ve sen them around 
school playing during brake 

Ws not that Y'm trying to sound lke 3 
whiner, but I'm just getting bored sitting 
around with no one to play with. 

Dan Tunseth 

Mayvite, ND 


ow wai ase You se people at sco plying yet 


you ay ys vena ene plo wih? What ae 


yo waiting for? lato ours And if they 
‘test you nce, fet s kaw, and wet come 
vr ond bel hem sens, 


Indigestion, Port One 
| was reading InQues #801 #10 or some. 
hing and I came across eter from some 
irate gamer saying how she collected tke 12 


} games, and she only played four of tern, 


None were Mage Also, she sad to0 much of 
" your magazine was based around Magi. 
Fest off, what hr of gamer does play 
‘Mag? tis THE gore, Sure, Ive played plenty 
of other games, and they were pretty good 
However, Magic waa tegn as High Opn, 
Secon ifyou only play 1/3 of the games 


you collect, you suek! Ever heard of an idea E 


called "having fun"? 
Third, how dare you mock the great 
InQues? Hace that when | picked up #3 


(have been a fitful reader ever since), ll} 


{played was yod. Now, thanks to this mag, 
play several more games, especialy Magic 
Thus upsets me too much, 

Nathan Hermecz 

Cyberspace 


Fay, otha, Ty some Pept Bsmal 
Indigestion, Part Two 


‘My frend and | havea sinct Mage diet 
‘We start off nthe maorrng with 2 few Din- 


gus Fags. As we work our way nto brunch, 


‘we much on that big Merfok hoagie we keep 
in the freezer, For lunch, we have some Spr- 


ting Sugs, but we usually spr them ous they. = 


tasteke crapl When we ae thisty, we guz 
‘edown Alabaster Potons. Later fr dines, 
‘we like a feast of Unicorn cooked mediuny 
rare. Its usually a Pearled Unicorn, but i 


we're Ina spicy mood, we devour Adarkar = 


Unicorns. Our absolute favorite is Thalid 
Stew anyone wants to know how to cook 
It here is the recipes 

Four Thalids 

Four Thorn Thales 

Four Thalld Devourers 

Three cups of hot water 

Add the ingredients one a atime to the 
‘hot water (itheps you tear them up fis.) 


Sir and eat. Forall you guys that ke alle 

















| bit ofa, adda couple of Chu Toads or 
{a leaping Lad, 

Mike Pettengit and Dietz Shaler 
Epping, NH 


5 Hey, Nathan... tht Ppt, would a? 


| coincidence or Conspiracy? 
| "Tam coletng Homelands and | amost 
F have the whole set But one night | found 
© out sme tating news. Ony wht eens 


te cardshave black copyright dates. 
ease find out why Wiaards of the Coast 
fing ths 

Roy Villavicencia 

Sauth San Francisco, CA 


Fresumebl, itso ethic decison fae the 


cards ok nce and pay. Or mayb ia panto 
ahve guys eyo sone 


Thor's it, bays ond girls. Don't forget: Arrange the 
abhor nto ward form the word int sentences 
and send us the resus. See yanex! fel 





Theft rl neste nets wend 
[lyf d awe es i or vie 
fy i ahostr hora, sapotand 
ini fou. Ooea' meri os wo be gi 
hao, 08D care, tune uy, seb 
cot ca ovo, we dan ce 
The Sr es the 
1a maha uy ny 
sori as tub tric, tn des 
vp Sra ae and rors aoe) 
‘tive srsamephogrogh yom ow astm fo 
"tn pati (Pris vl HT be oe 
ch oe ce, obs, tone rh, the no he 
donc vic b/Sstomen bok fed pat 
(Darwen hg) oo a el gota 
10 Costome Contest 
151 Wells Ave. 
Congers, NY. 10920 
eve edhe Grand is Wee ks bare 9 
seo Mons Bet enn ha you dat gets 
oor potas by July 2, 1986, yo dnt et buss! 




















Chaosium’s Cthulhu 
Cycle fiction presents | 
many of the original 
stories of the 
Cthulhu Mythos on 
which the Mythos 
card game is based, 
as well as many’ 
new stories by 
modern authors. ~ 


Call of Cthulhu is Ghaosiim’s award winning 
roleplaying game, based on the works of 
HA 


: opie are confronted by the 
—~ sorrifying beings.and forces of the 
~ J e R 


4 eS 
For a free catalog of Chaosum's books and gamibs, call us a8 540-541 
Visit our web page at hétp:/www.sirius.comiehaosiumehagstar 
Inustration by Lee Gibbons ; ; - 











Getting Bigger. Getting Stronger. 


Kingdom Bdition 
% Special Phoenix Insert cards (cards 240-277) available 

in Kingdom Edition Starter Decks only 
+ New rule bookdet including summary of play 


o& Revised card texts 
* Wyvern Starter Deck acclaimed for its strong playability 





The Kingdom of Wyvern invites you to obtain all 38 Kingdom Edition Phoenix Cards at 
‘once with the Kingdom Edition Redemption Program. Collect 50 Kingdom Edition 
Booster Pack wrappers and redeem them for cards 240-277. Send the 50 wrappers— 
Kingdom talon only!—plus $1.00 for shipping and handling to: 

Kixcvow Ebmion REDEMPTION 

US. Games Systems, Inc. 

179 Ludlow Street 

Stamford, CT 06902 


AMELEON 





WotC LAUNCHES 


NATIONWIDE MAGIC LEAGUE 































WHAT'S 


rardis ofthe Coast launching a new 
program forts ht colecibe card game, 
Magic: The Gathering Beginning in 
‘August 1996, partcpsting retailers selected ies wil 
offer in store league ply, orga and administrated 
by the Renton (Wash )-based company 
Rob Voce, crector of strates projects in Watt's 
Events Dison, believes that Arens Is an “unprece- 
‘dente eventin the ganéng industry, "Payers [in Arena) 
will have a rational ranking system, standardized for 
‘mats of play across thesytem, and eventual through 
‘ut the world, and unique extremely cool prizes and 
_oveaways on offered to players partetpaing in Avena" 
Upon joming Aven players wil get one of ive base 
lands, each ilutrated wth a detal from one large 
pantng by Alloncesartst Tony Raberss Top league fn- 
ishers wil receve a Disenchant or Fireball with new 
art whole judges can ear pinsand uncut card sheets 
Retailers, Voce sad can expect creased foot rat 
ficand sales a well as mproved communication With 
WotC And Wot tse hopes to achieve closer con 
tact with ts customers “atthe grasraotslevel," which 
should lead to a better product 
Accarding a Vace, Arenas pat ofan attempt to 
position Magic as an "intellectual sport” srilar to 
chess So far, mast ofthat attempt has targeted the 
IrghJevel Mog payer wa championship tourneys and 
the Pro Tour In contrast, Ve kens Arena to "the 
playaround of Mag" allowing players to “work [ther] 
vay up through the system" wth excentionl players 
qualifying for the Magy Pro Tour through local tour. 
raments associated with Arena 
‘Wott President Peter Adlison envisions Arena as 




















i 
‘NEW ARENA FIREBALL CARD ART FOR TOP LEAGUE FINISHERS 








certually syeading wordwae. "Win 12 months, we 
‘expect Arena to be running m 30 oF 40 cites... Whur 
couple yeast should be every 
instant feedback, worldwide.” He also notes that Avena 
‘eed not be lrited to Magic “There's no reason we 
\wouidet do tior ther games as well. We think Natur 
rer ould workwellinafeagu 
Wot actvly testing Aen 
‘Olympus, Wash, league formats have Inciuded sealed 
«deck, Typel and continuous deat. The response sa far 
has been quit favorable, and WotC sconsidenng the 
comments of players and retales 
WotC recommends that inter- 
ested players ask ther local retailers 
about pardapating in Arena, contact 
Wot via e-mail at league@wiz- 
ards.com or “sur” hep wwe wi 
ards com/Atena Retaers should cll 
thelr merchant customer serace num- 
bert request inclusion a the eague 
Any Cols 

















editor's note, When Andy Col 
this arte, he was volunteer fr the 
Arena program He has ince become 
2 ful-hme employee of Wizards ofthe 
D coast werkng an Avena 
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Star Wars: 
A New Version 









‘As Gears Lcs proparso fin he est = ast inpaint, howe, ithe sone 
instlimnt in the legendary “Stor Wor” JABBA THE HUTT JB inch Jobb the Hu confrants Hon Solo 
sors, Fox ploming to releose he forthe Milenio Foon spesfrom 
signal ogy e mv het, rato Tetdne Lor cigay it with or 
vith rnd nape feds and scans, to Ford and hon son or Jobo 
‘ho dst make ito the rig ha tu count caplet bcs he lcd 
(led The Sir ars Tilagy Spl the specif cnlogy th tim 
ta teal mvs il mark he ow, howeves, Laas es estar ho 
2h cenesary of “tor Wars” cls, ‘con, adding more than four mits 
Tho fist ofthe retold mois, Slr te ongnal movi, wih «eigtzd abba 
Ware Hop with thatersin the Ht seamlessly oveloyed onto tho 
sping 197, wih nw dite fram sazeen Vile the origin! Jbbo, which 
Lucas stl ght ond Mags etd in 1983 eu ofthe Jobb” 
do ond onew digital soundireck using the ‘wes an oversized pupa, hiscomputerani- 
THXscund stem ated version il be obo ser oaass 
"Tho dg ehnloy tht po- the som. 
cere in ike uesc Pak’ ond Thosecont ond hd mais ig 
‘Forrest Gump olows me to revise o few ind tlogy, "The Engi Sikes Back” ond 
scans, wih rng he movi cs omy “Rohr of he Ld" w obo fotur fly 
original son” said Goorge Luc, c- : resid pins ohana vl acs ond = 
viich wil be re-poplrd wt lions ceokd 


‘lor af the “Slo Wars” srs. sound remestered in THX dubbing ot he Sky- 2 
‘hmong those modi scenes ore the Mas ely by digital technology. Thee wil oso be yoke Sound studios Bah ose fo eles 
Fisk spceport ond the Tole desert al of ne vies ond nw dois lotr in 1997. m Andrew Stevan Harris 


Hero Partners with R. Talsorian 








Hero Games, the champion of superhero gaming, has a 
new set of teammates R. Talsoran Games willbe handing pro- 
duction and disvibution af Hero's paper-based products, 

Under the agreement, Hero wall supply full 
manuscripts that RTalsonan wall produce and distribute. In 
February, Hero ended its 10-year team-up with leon Crown, 
Enterprises, with vuhior they had a sila relationship ("Hero 
Splits from ICE," "inguest News,” InQuest #14). 

The first planned Hero-R Talsonan release will be anew ed 
tion of Champions, Hero's popular superhero RPG, ine 
tilly published in 1981, "The new Champions wall be 
foremost a campaig book, the fest syserratic campaign 
world we've published fe Steve Peter 
son, co-desgner ofthe F my, the universal rules 
system on which Hero praducts are based, 














the game," s 
s 









* Simplified mechanics wil focus on the numbers 
you functionally need and wil be very easy to pick up, 
but the new edition wall be completely upward-corn 








patible with existing rul son added 
When asted if the new Champons's going to look as 
ns acchimed Castle Felerstan RPG, 
"Thats what we're shooting for.” 
prescient of R, Talsorian Garnes, 
summed up the project in a tone of calm conviction: 
what ws Champions is qoing to be killer 
ears in December 1996, Hero 




















hopes to adhere to about the same production scheduler 
had with ICE: one new product every month or two, 

Hero s currently working on another product line, Hero 
Plus, which will be a seres of full-color Hooks in electronic 
format featunng a varety of genres, especaly fantasy and 
science Up with 
R. Talsorian, Hero Plus and Hero’s other adventure 
check out the Hero Web site at 
reragames com. m Bab Kruger 






For more information on the t 














taco EMASTER _ 





ow NTA éTHIS SUMMER | 


et ee 


a IRON CROWN ENTERPRISES, ll ys AND) Hospycames, a) 


sown aes (Giro ae Sb and 
{West Sussex, UK). The “Burnin; 








Quest for Hc Grail 
consistently receives 
the highest ratings 
for att, playability 
and pure, enjoyment 
from. gard gamers 
around thé pworld. 


In Quest for the 
Grail the adyenture 
of tbe age of \Ring 
Aribur comes te, life, 
Tt is easy to tearn 
and play, and 
features familiar 
beroic characters 
whe players can 
identify, with:, Che 
cards ate lavishly 
illustrated by gredt 
classic illustrators 
and the besy new 
artists around. 


Stone Ring Games 
provides. exceptional 
player support, with 
@ newsletter, more 
store, club and 
convention events 
than any ether game 
and a Major 
presence on, the 
internet. 


The legend goes on 
this summer with 
Knights of the Tales, 
xpansion 
ted to the herok 
xploits of the 
knights of Scotland 
and Ireland. 


ailable edge all ea 


1-5I23472-G 
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Stone Ring Games 
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“ALIENS: 
| RESURRE CTION” 


ase bass eas 
the goop-dnpping, acid-blooded, 
face-hugging xenobrood of 20th: 
Century Fox's successful “Aliens” 
mowies return ina fourth installment 
‘Aons: Resurrection 

due in the spring of 1997. 

The movie will focus on Ripley, the Ff 
heroine ofthe frst three movies, played! 
bby actress Sigourney Weaver. That lead 
10 all sorts of questions, since Ripley 
ded atthe end ofthe third movie. 

Fox isnt saying anything definite, f 
bbutitpoints to the tle ofthe mowe— fl 
"Resurection’—as a clue, and t notes 
that its generally assured that the 
‘move wil involve some form of done. f) 
related plot devce to bnng pkey back Se 
to file. The story itself, Fox says, involves interstellar partes and 
theirencounter with the Alens i Andrew Steven Harris 


White Wolf 
Investigates 
Wirtual Magic 


White Wolf Gome Studs looking nto o recently cverisd game, Sphres 
of scene its mance, Vitel Magic nc, becouse of ones oer 
copyight od trademark infigemet. 

‘White Wolf Vie President of Soles ond Marking Michal Krose cold 
‘he presanation of Spheres af scan config iro White Wo’ 
wa Hoge: The Ascension replaying gam and toot deck. 

Wes Har, ite Wo vc pesident of exsng, oid hat caso the all 
fre mumberinhe Sphares of ssn wnt en ensrng servi bird 
‘uke ord. “What oo got was cht sa, ‘Sferes of ssn. How may 
decks wad you andthe they dk for your ct cord nib, oad 

cee Hos checked with several ride xg 

SPHERES OF ASCENSION! rotons, including the Better Busines 
Bureou ond tho Occuptionol License 
fice, nneof whch ho ony informa 
fon o Virtual Mogi 

“te wuld wot ofan to hav 0 
problem wih this company ond ave no. 
vay to get in toch wth hem,” Hors = 
sol, "We're concerned tho no oe 
now ths company or who ening 
Hamed tha itl Mag hd at 
responded omesapes lf thet ree um 5 
ber forged let sat by White Wall. = 

Indust temps to contac Virol Magic = 

















through the ol-roe number ware ba naval 
ing. m Pick Donia Nell 

















ing the Trovel, Twilight 
2000, Dark Conspiracy ond 
2300 AD, epg gn 
and the Common Deon 
and Horpoon miniatures 
games. GW has olay 
Found ow hes fer most 
ofits gomes, 

The market was, and 
chong ond ora vr 
: ety of reasons wa were 
able to change wih hem Frank Choi, GOW pesient onde fender, 

sod of issn 

However, th vneoble companys dat kel may hare been  lowsit 
ty lepeyng sit 38, 

"Probl the single mst sgn even fr us was 
inkingement lows vith TSR over the Dangerous June PS, said Gd 
wick. Alheugh Dangerous ovneys csr paid GDW'slegal oxperss and TSR 
purchased he rermining gtmes in 01994 ovat ot silent, “he ene 
inet rocked obut vo yrs out of ur podt erlopment plan. We never 
gai found ou footing oan 

*Alhoughve ove bodth . 1 laying game we oo oul of good 

i slo 2s hich boars isc, sold Chadwick "I do’ know of anyone eke 
= wha worked in cs wide vaio forms ws we dd or who dito well” 
Fhe company dere bonkrpy in ant nd od Fb. 29 exanyan 
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f ’ i, Vi; i 
eee Wepre: 
bamnes VWorkshon, 
Distriwtors Go to Court 
ISON OUCOTS oD To Court 
enaeea ie 
Racers micag essere a 
er inctetyoey cee eh barnes ae 
Pere as mac sneha pear 
one icon en Ho i ro coma 
qe eee ers 
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TENCE FICTION 
ROLEPLAYING 


Our destiny waits 
amid the stars, 


August 1996 
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(in Other News..) 





> Topps has eloed its Kil Istinc CG unfil une, whem the 
rmrtal as video gore wil be released forthe Nintendo 64 enter- 
toinment system 

The 1996 Kir sind CC champion wl win Kile fst torade 
ame (Se pone 46 foro review ofthe Kier sinc (5) 

Fino’ purchase of competing card. makes Dons es thrown 
los fot Tp ofthe Ord 96 into doubt. Ron Ket of Dons come 
es fr, HXT Games, sys that Fis ond Red Zane '96 wil definly 
pear this sume. 

Wes End Games’ Shr Wars. Shadows ofthe Empire novel in 
appar ne. Tweny sakes gets you 1 26-poge harder sore 
tock detting hte kotwounth "pie tke Gok" ond Retr of 
the le mows. 

‘Sor Woes: Cesc Adventure ol. 3, appear in Sue, wl contain 
thre long out-of prt Str Wars replying seni. The 178s West 
End paperback fetes a murde/esianage ramp onthe Mon Clanr 
tomar ond ss $18 

"Ine, White Wl il reeose © $22, 192-page players guide 
{oc its Changeling PG. has nw foc on Waive American changes, 
revised ngs ond oo st, 

Whit Wolf plans five historia etings for its "Word of Darkness 
gums, storing with Yompire: The Dork Ages his sping Look fran Dd 
West Werevollio 1997. 

‘Wit Wal showcases more undead dred in wo onihlois. The Ar 
of oe (15) etres ne nls ram Ce Barker ond others Toms $6) 
isis by chal Mooreack, Nei Gian, NonyClins ond Ben Bova. 

‘Metin Lnkbmar, «6 his Wol paperback, lectures rit Leiber 
Fold ond Gry use, 
(Gry Mouser tokes on 
Tein ‘Cores of Chom 
pions" onpoge 34) 

> Tes dive Rs 
ping Advanced Da 
aeons & Oragons (D- 
OM on Ameria Online 
(keyword: T5R). The 
product con generote 
characters, maps and 
monsters and contains 
TRS five mast populr 
AOD handbooks 

er FP6's Jone 
release uses met 
pvitng showcase at 
from he Gordan CE. 
The cars also feture 
ply hints, killer combos, 
and hockground inf, Thre are five Guardians game cars excusve 
tothisralease. 

igh ofthe ls, thst Quest fort Grol exposon from 
Stone ng Games hasbeen delayed il Jone 

The rd of th ound Tobe Stone Ring's orgs or Ques! 
‘arth Graipayrs Forno wb 1416. 37h, Astin TK 78722 

© Thunder Csle Games’ cuting edge Highlander (6 products 
Indude an expansion, The Watcher's Grande, endo stotegy book, 





FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER, 
‘MAGICIS BEING RELEASED SIMUL- 
TANEOUSLY IN ENGLISH, FRENCH 
AND GERMAN WITH ALLIANCES, 


otc’ Fld Guide. 

= The Fotos Adventures eporsion bused onthe “Wheel f Tne” 
novels hs een delayed lt summer ocoinéde wth therlesa of 
Rober Jordon’ newest book 

= Inne Mayfislesing 98 ses offi etion Fotsy 
Abe pres shoes oc gous fr aco S250. 

‘=_Shordown in Now 
York" 0 9Osminuevdeo- 
tape from Wizards of the 
as covering the fist Magic 
The Gotherng Pro Tour event 
ine York The $14.95 s- 
sette wil kop you up 10 
speedo th wining toumey 
eck trates. (For news on 
the second Pro Tou stop, ee 
page 24) 

ogi: Te Parag is 0 
$14 bok earng 25 Hopi 
bran ese 

French and Grmon ver- 
sins of Magis new Allones 
xpasion, the sequel othe 
fee Age stand-alone st ore 


being rlesed in ne, the 
some tne the Englsh-lon- JACKSON GAMES HAD 


omg eon debuts RECORD-BREAKING YEAR. 


“Wot has sll th SUA nds RPS Kine row Sete company, 
eda Pblhing, 

"5 “That's no moon" Parker Bros. gies you ods lok att 
Epi’ see! weapon in its Star Wars Oeath Str Aout bool gone. = 

The next Sor Tel: The Mext Generation Castomzabe Card Game & 
parson 0G, as een phe boc fil Aes Hola Adv 
fuel flowin four sixth Te fio ext Genera (CG rod 
1, AF Good Thing . il oper before 7 threugh 

5 espresso stg Ose 
The $12.95 softovex open 

Beene ens Chal be ded by Bist 
Siegen cama, Cl 503) 786-D548 for mor infrmetin. 

"5 New GURPS prods ram Seve lndkson Games indole GURPS 
Discurso GURPS Compendium l:Carcer Get. 

Som iO, Assis oes contin deni! cmmon cds, Di 
hed identical uparmon cars. Fnly, some cords were printed vith 
the wong bas. Frqusions or replant cl(512) 447-7866 

5G reds the WO CG fo using is 1995 sles over $3 ion 
forthe fist ie ever. 

‘© The 1996 en Con Gams Fi willbe held ot the Wisconsin Cn- 
te (formerly MECH) Aug. 811, For regan information il (414) 
1483505 ond ok fr Gon Con or eral TSR enh con, 

Wena bea hao? We th coupon from the WSs Play's 
Sai a pn yours od $1995 you can bone a mene of 
Wid ATs oie, el? or tots 

Hv you ike o have oBtctn Potamkin on your but? 
fovhlon Sad swig etn 110 Hain 
5, Vancouver, Bish Columbi,Conada VOB 252, 
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Pyramid Marketing 





THANKS IN NO SMALL PART 
TO ILLUMINATI STEVE 

















This summer, the greatest planeswalker: 
Dominia converge on Wizards of the 


THE 1996 MAGIC: THE GATHERING” 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP. 


AUGUST 16-18 


Watch top players from twenty natid Eker Te yLN TT I srophy-display of the 
rarest Magic card in existence! Navigate the BNNIRSi ov ita clci ent Rtgs Wonderlands of net- 











ey, 
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Electronic News 


NEW MICROPROSE MAGIC, 
|} OLD LUCASARTS CLASSICS 


MicroProse’s Magi The Gathenng PC CD- 
ROM games due this month. itl boast 
hundreds of cards from the orginal card 
{game and 12 “never before seen” ones 
This software isthe most eagerly antici 
pated product since sliced bread. 
Wouldnt i be funny al the copies were 
sert to the same store in Seattle? 

LucasArts’ first volume of LucasArts 
‘Macintosh Archives (June, $40) features 
Indiana Jones, Day of the Tentacle, Rebel 
Assauit and other goodies previously 
available only to PC gamers. 

In June look for The Seles 1! rom 
Blue Byte ($48; SSI distributed, and 
poorly marketed, the prequel, Seri), 
With this very detailed god sim you can 
help your people survive, build and 
develop an economy ina mission-based 
realtime campaign. 

Koei does seer to understand the concept of sequel. 
Romance ofthe Three Kingdoms IV: Wall of Fre (lane, $45), a 
Inthe previous games, you start witha small domain in China 
{you must unte the natin through economic, diplomatic and 
‘specially rriltary methods. This has better graphics but few 
surprises if you've played the classi fist game in the series. 
‘Tweaks include new characters, new weapons and—In a major 
break from the seneshastoncal accuracy—mage. 

1m August, Viacom 
New Media hopes to 
release Snow Crash 
(ten 


ear at 
ene 
ae 
Santis 
; ee 
5 Soe’ mavens 
DUKE ‘KE Bae 
a wit ue oth 
. eer 
se 
dete raa chtslpotngalieome tere 07 
ee aaa 
Blue Byte has already published Battle isle 2220, another 
sag 20 Sa never 220 (th Ohare 
ia eyuaecmauranmane coe 
poe heel 
Fae gtcae ena ane ago prem) 
pice Pate en 
BaESON MI cy camoe poke ener ring 
ae Mep pecs ieeiayer seman oe 
Sa eate  creae i me oe 
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In Sega's Panzer Dragoon (May, 
$45) you shoot stuff from atop a 
)) radar-equipped dragon. This s one 
BD) of the first games to exploit accel- 

erator cards that bring PC video to 
arcade-game quality. Despite obvi- 
‘ous glitches, Panzer Dragoon should 
{go down as a benchmark. 

Duke Nukem 30's jt packs, scuba 
‘gear and pipe bombs make it more 
than another DOOM clone. If you 
don’t want to risk carpal tunnel syn- 
drome oF $48 without a test driv 
Apogee is seliing demos at software 
stores. m Rick Moscatelo 


bi 








THE SETTLERS Il OFFERS A RICH 





PLUGGED IN 


America Online's Onn Going Form (GF) hs expanded so much since 
we fist previewed it that thas an atonal fur The Colecitle Cad 
Forum (Keyword: Collect Cards) fone spetiaby on CCG, wth special 
‘emphasis on Mogi Tene foun has message boards and eso down- 
loadable files ond—odal—o cho room. 


Make Yer Own Damn Game 
Wann cette your own veo game? Anew book, Herr One: 
hy 3795 ny lor 
(ily, $27.95) nif yoo not icin type, 
‘ole con ot you to ine onesies. 

The ugetntius neon aout of this book make i wf oro 
yanming novices. Wess cess tvough online serves, 
Interne ond ther coals. 





Info for New Magic Players 
No Magcplyes re fen confused by he corey othe gare 
tale lv ieee of berets 





maser FAO (hp//w.is con B0/ther-gorns/dack_f hi) fo 
gol their borings, 


InQuest Brags 
‘nour notstbunbleoprinn, he nn fru on Aner Otis 
tesla tk abou going We've gol mesage nad fo dcason 
en very ek gone uner ines, ie ren got ragder dt ur 
‘ery Tuyo 6 pm EDT he Spc Eres Ch! Roo For 
cad Vl and Indes Olie, we keyrc: Indust. 

hen added bet OGFin Magan day ho wek 
a Buddy Solera (WedTGK@elcam) 

















"ok doo... GANGLAND Be, 
is an innovative game Te 
only breaks new gr und, = 

but does so without the 

air of superiority that 

Often comes along 

with a good idea.” cy 

—Influest Magazine 





GANGLAND! 
(Care Game System cantams: 
2172 FultColer Cards 

+ fustrotadInetruceon Manual 
+1 Gangstr-sved io 
AVAILABLE WHEREVER 
GREAT GAMES ARE SOLD! 


AND... COMING THIS SUMMER... 


Ising 


GANGLAND! a 


MURDER 


INCORPORATED! 


COLLECTIBLE ENHANCEMENT PACKS 
+The First GANGLAND! Enhancement: Set! + Expanded & Enhanced Rules, Including 
+125 Collectible Cards! Variations for 2 Players & Tradkional CCG 


‘Custom Deck Construction! 
* Ilict: Businesses, Specialized Characters, 
Gun Molls & Femme Fatales! = More Cool Artwork! 











ON THE SHELVES 


THE GUIDE TO UPCOMING GAME RELEASES 


By Matt Farbeck 
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| Prone Aad Moots ‘ancy Spellfire Fowrth Edition 

4 us.iscn, Want ns Rauace, BE 

q ser ara, Ow 5D ser aie, ed 
q eveases une 1996 RELEASE: dome 1996 

4 eeaeiralbanal Pea sicie Mee 
} faceste acai. S25 pep ovcesen nears 909 prs ek; 

: S250 er bes ek 


Hera’ he Dec Th snd expan sft Vr The Beal Stagg th (C6 
fay knoe os yd, Anca Hearts ues Wo vp ds ote FTE 
‘he Asante he Follows fet Fabows fhe Vm: The Maso co 
playnggom nih enya anlar wth hse dans, wih you on wasnt 
(og spe by ht our RG, Ane erste une new mean 
stove te gome up ees moe, 


rs the Deo hs hopplndes ol ny corsa rinse bat 
kets ramet ps lac oo Fro Rs Oh, nae 
ew ans, whith etre bro ww ara Te lish bee apd and 
‘aah ako enh na copy eho Wh Yop postr de you 
eerste: ast exis Drcoonian 












nos, Drecononkna Undoud 
Tousuea, Bk - = 
Ser ize) Iced pls 25 ha cos sex onze, de 
A vevenses bo 196 recess hn 196 — 
3 rcansinss Vad bons pods racasrnas Fue ir pods 
el Fvorsen eras 5250 pre pot susesten nants S695 peril p 


Het’ the Dek hist gan Deno tcc ont ahr so 
‘of he ok vel eth th vee Te eae cle lek ogre, a qs ed 
{ers eat ogi pls Ech sl cars comple wi aroma, eo ar 
ror oreo ec maser sel os ve refed Deel een 
tris ata on rc t's org fo rhe a Bed 
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The skinny on the Magic Pro Tour’s 
southern California showdown 


by Beth Monreal 


‘ong Beach, Califomia, May 96, The Queen Mary: an 
J] ality ne omen os weve hots 
surrounded by beaches, shops and 2 260-foot-high 
bungee jump. Inside: tourists, dressed.to-the-gills Sentor 
Prom boys and gils...and several hundred Magic players. 

Welcarne to Pro Tour i. 

Wazards of the Coast certainly went all out for this 
one. Banners featuring the Pro Tour logo, mana symbols 
and expansion symbo's festooned the ramps leading into 
the ship and all three floors of the huge exhibit hall. Once 
inside, we could have challenged a WotC gunslinger to 
an ante game, learned to play Netrunner, visited the 
Dominia Diner for lunch, traded cards with a Legends 
designer, viewed original card art, purchased WotC prod- 
ucts—including Magicin six languages—or played in any 
number of open tournaments (including a japanese Sealed 
Deck tournament and the first-ever Altances preview 
tournament) 

stead, we wandered down tothe bottom floor to watch 
the core of the event: 177 top Magic players from around 
the world competing fora total of $100,000 in cash. 

But wait, what’ this we see on the tables? An ronclaw 
Orc? Pearled Unicorn?? Cyclopean Mummy??? No 
‘ous player would put these in a tournament deck. What’ve 
these guys been smokin’? 

Welcome to the world of booster drafts. This format, 
like sealed decks, tests 3 player's ability to make the most 
of avery limited Set of cards. The draft begins with eight 

players seated around 
a table. Asa judge 
calls out instruc 
tions and keeps 
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track of time, each player opens a booster pack, selects 
‘one card and then passes the pack to his neighbor. When 
the fist eight packs are empty, the process repeats for 
‘two more rounds of packs, switching directions each time, 
(For the Pro Tour, they used two rounds of Fourth Edition 
packs and one round of Homelands; all the boosters were 
pre-opened and stamped in special patterns to prevent, 
‘ard substitution.) 

Players had to make their decisions quickly: a minute 
‘and a hal for the frst card from each pack, decreasing to 
afew seconds asthe packs shrank io the last “What garbage 
‘am | stuck with?" card, After drafting, the players were 
escorted to a deck-building area, given 20 of each basic 
land and had half an hour to construct 40-card-minimum 
decks from their gleanings. 

Friday's Swiss-parings tournament eliminated neatly two 
thirds of the players, leaving the top 64 to continue on to 
the second day. Saturday followed the same format. The 
{op 64 (now assured of at least $400 apiece) re-drafted for 
‘another day of Swiss pairings. Every garne—indeed, nearly 
‘every card!—was critical, as only the top eight would con- 
tinue to the playoff 

‘Sunday morning, the top eight players drafted one last 
time for the single-elimination, bestotfive playotis (see 
sidebars). No spectators were allowed in their playing area, 
but a huge closed-circuit TV screen in the exhibit hall 
showed the key matches, with running commentary and. 
play analysis by Mark Rosewater (of WotC R&1D) and Mark 
Justice (1995 U.S. National Champion). 

Finally, it came down to two: Thomas Guevin, the 

worite, a 22-year-old software engineer from New Hamp- 
VS. underdog Shawn "Hammer" Regnier, a27-year- 
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ld former wrestler turned game-and-comie 
store owner. Guevin was #7 the fist day 
and #1 the second day, and swept his fst 
two playoft opponents 30 in fast games, 
while Hammer had just squeaked by bath 
days at #61 and 47. 

In the Juniors tournament (18 and 
under), 102 juniors drafted and played in 
a separate tournament for $30,000 in schok 
arships. Max Sziagor defeated runner-up 
Paul McCabe forthe juniors championship 

Back on the Seniors side, Guevin had 
won the first duel, and many spectators 
thought that he'd repeat his sweep. But 
Hammer took the second duel by Fower 
Sinking Guevin’s Shivan, then Anumating it. 

As the third duel went on (and 
on...and on...), Guevin became abit flus- 
tered, making several mistakes. This duel 
lasted nearly two hours, ending when 
Guevin’s library ran out. 

Still, Guevin would not go down and 
‘ame back to win the fourth, tying itll up 
at two games apiece. 

Soit came down to one final game to 
decide it all, At the fifth hour, the crowd 
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erupted with cheers and applause as 
Hammer ended the last duel with the 
same Shivan Sink/Animate play he 
used in the second game, winning 
the championship. 

"You had! to make choices early on in the 
daft, what routes you wanted to go,” the 
champion Shawn “Hammer” Regnier had 


said after building his deck before the start Here's Shawn “Hammer” 
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THE BEST IN TOURNAMENT-LEVEL MAGIC DECKS 


Assault and Battery)... 





deck, played by Max Suver, ted for third place 
T the Juniors division of the frst Magic Pro Tour tourna- 
ment. The toumament used stander Type deck con- 
struction rules with one estra twist each deck had to include 
atleast fie cards apece from Fallen Empres, Chron, ee Age 
tnd Homelands. 

‘Your goa! when playing this deck spe: destroy anything 
{your oppenent puts int pay nibble away wth wo pots of 
damage here and there when the opportunity tres, and fin- 
sh hum off wth sneak attack from Erm the Reesor 
massive Stormbind bit. 

‘One of the main concepts behind ths decks that t doesnt 
need very many ways to damage its opponent, because the 
‘nes it has are har to stop (ron the Reenteny nkng Spr 
Mishra’ Factones and Stormbinc). 

Wirt asec— hat about al those 
re6, direet-damage spels? Dont 
they count? Well, yes, the Light- 
ing Bolts Incnerates and reba 
‘an be used to damage your opn0- 
nent, but don hink of them that 
vay. These spe are primal for 
“reature contol, Wit 10 direct 
{damage spels and four Swords to 
Plowshares, you shouldbe able to 
destroy ust about anything your 
‘opponent can field in the way of 
creatures, But dont waste the dec 
damage on shooting your oppo- 
rent uniess you can finish him of 
(Of course, i he's playing a crea- 
‘ureess dec, blast him with every 
thing you've got!) 

"You may be wondering how 
«seul Stormbind an be with only 
fvegreen mana surcesin the deck 
flax, Since one of them a base 
Forest, all ou need is one use of 


Relentless Raiders 
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RED 2 Fireballs 

3Erons the Relentless 4 Incinerates 

whe 4 Jokulhaupses: 

3 Blinking Spints 4 Lightning Botts 
me 

Spells 4 Balance 

G 2 Disenchants 

2 Stormbinds 3 Land Taxes 


4 Swords to Plowshares 


‘Bron the Relenulens can artack the 
‘humm at comes ito play on your 


Land Tax and you're set. Use the Stormbind the same way as 
the Lightning Bolts and Incinerates. Once it’s in play, every 
‘ard in your hand is almost a mini-Bolt 

‘Attack with the Mishra’s Factories as soon as you've got- 
ten rid of any inital wave of creatures your opponent may 
have had. Some decks use Factories manly as colorless mana 
sources, and only turn them into creatures when they realy 
need a blocker or when an opponent's tapped out. This deck 
‘sn'tso cautious with them. With close te half the deck eing 
lands (and with three Land Taxes, you've got a good chance 
(of getting one near the beginning ofthe game), you shouldn't 
have too many mana problems. 

‘inking Sparts are loads of fun, and nearly impossible to 
{get hd of f your opponent isn't playing blue. Casta Blinky as 

soon as you've got enough mana. 

Use t for a blocker you have to (ike 
‘when you're waiting to pull a Swords 
to Plowshares to get fd of your oppo- 
nent’s Repentant Blacksmith). Once 
you've gotten nd of your oppanent’s 
“realures, keep hiting him with Binky 
{or two points a shot 

Be careful of your ting with Eron 
the Relentless. iF you can catch your 
‘opponent with his pants down —that 
is, tapped out and with no creatures 
to block—fron does more damage, 
than a Fireball for the same cost. If 
‘you can keep him alive long enough 
to attack more than once, even bet- 
ter, but don’t count on i; he’s mag- 
net lor every creature-klng spell in 
your opponent's deck. But if your 
‘opponent isn't considerate enough 
to tap out for you, try testing the 
waters by activating a Mishra’s Fac- 
tory, this should hopefully draw out 
‘your opponent's Lightning Bolts. I 


888 











1 Feldon’s Cane Sideboard 

.Zuran Orts 3 Circles of Protection: 
Red 

Lands 3 Circles of Protection: 

2 Brushlands Black 

4 Dwarven Ruins 2 Disenchants 

4 Forest 3 Divine Offerings 

2 Kerplusan Forests 2 Pyrobiasts. 


4 Mishra's Factories 
6 Mountains 

7 Plains 

1 Ruins of Trokair 


2 Serrated Arrows 














the Assembly Worker doesn't get Bolted, it maybe safe 
toplay fron. 

Jokulhaups is your “reset button.” Cast it when 
things stat to tittn favor of your opponent, when he 
loverextends himself in any way or when he puts out 
annoying artifacts like Diseupting Sceptess or Jayem- 
ddae Tomes. Try to keep some land in your hand (Land 
‘Tax works wonders for this) so you can quickly get 
Started again after Jokulhaups. 

{okulhaups also forms a “god combo” with two 
other cards in this deck land Tax and Stormbind. Get 
those two enchantments in play and then cast jokul 
haups. By the time he gets enough land back out to 
become dangerous, you'l have filed your hand with 
land and be flinging them at him (or any weene crea- 
tures he puts out) with tormbind. 

Balance is another “teset button,” and combines 
‘well with Stormbind since you can respond to your 
‘own Balance by throwing as many cards as you have 
‘mana fr. Then, of course, there's the Zuran Orb combo: 
sacriceall your lands to the Orb ater casting Balance, 
and really ruin your opponent's day. (K playing against 
1 blue deck, don't make the mistake of sacrificing the 
land first—wait unt t's too late for your opponent to 
‘counter the Balancel) Also, when you've got the Orb 
ou, remember to sacrifice any land that’s about to be 
destroyed by anything ese. 

‘The Dwarven Ruins and Ruins of Trokair are in here 
mostly to fil the fve-cardFollen Empires requirement, 
brat they tum aut to work well for some combos. Jokul- 
hhaups takes six mana to cast; if you're just using nar- 
imal lands, you may have a tough time getting enough 
mana to cast it before your opponent does some seri 
us mauling. A sacrficedland or two makes a bg dif 
ference here, Aso, if you get nto one of those Land 
Tax standoffs where neither player wants to put out 
nother land because it wal et the other player tax, 
‘you can sacrifice a Rutns to break the te, 

‘Sideboard strategies: pull in the Disenchants if your 
‘opponent is using any arfats or enchantments ata 
Against atifactsheavy decks, bring Diane Ofenng as 
‘well Pyrobast stor blue decks, ofcourse, an Serrated 
Arrows are for weenie decks. f your opponent uses Cir- 
‘de of Protection. Re, take Eron the Reentess out; the 
‘chance of him getting to deal any damage becomes 
low enough thats not worth the space. or) 
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THE NON-KILLER DECK 
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This month's winner walks off 
With three different foreign 
edition Magic packs and a 
pack of Legends! 
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on Magic: The Gathering 
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psp cn ey plo ay he pgp cst 
fo ads wa os ese? Han Sit sos 
eples tnget lye re pool seams 
thats woud peut he reson an her 
pkey wal go ump, rt? 

Hanes, hives hy, Ok 
A. Wong. None Shr flows tha saa 
reso oe sco. You opponent can we 
cl te fst fei he wos to ass, then 
everthing sos masotst oer AY he ey 
end, when he Mono Sint eles, eos cy 
mono ‘ht’ sil hs poo 


© iy coo! iene” ry home Frebals me 
(or ght 19, nd | Fok the Falah bak et 
Fn hs anugh to ws bth, 0d 
bexoussy Fuk n aan? 
—Rasol eri, Hone 
‘BN sich ck You da chock et 
saeao 5 ot zeo a fave fut the on 
af @ phase or the beginning of ond of on 
atc. f yout bth a ze a Tawa of tet 
‘ime, he gone 0d 














QE Chane af yf fora Brags 0 my 
‘aggre nd my ogarert dest be enough 
coals, da 1 wn oulometcay aw ow 
beens hove i? 

=D Beswe, Sano Cn, 
‘A You win. When someone tes ta drow 
«cod fom an empy iy, the game ends 
gf he end ofthe phase, so you 

yor fot 


(Q Would 0 Saop tke canal fo Vee 
cj yau per it Ho a ol 

hot led yh dna? 
ls Ais, Duong, 

‘Yes, The Veteran Bodyguard 

nage Yo you from unblocked 
ania self Redecion doesn't chnge the 
soute athe damage, so the unloket Sere 
stnged tha Boy e 


SPOTLIGHT: 





(2 0b eda eh Ser stan copy ek Sir 
sts? 

‘Bo, You oe ete spc coi 
hy tol ee wee. Sr sins, sh s Adan, te 
aol sis 


(@ av Becton gone bok? you pay oc 1 
lok a your oy cal and pu nck enh, eve fon 
OF your Fol, cn yo koe ding ti nt yo hve te 
cad yo want nap? 

AB Actaly, is 0 nisgnnt tnsteod of deploying for two, 
ng ono pek, hole ay “Us 1 Fe to ely an 
warn. At any fime, you may nook ot the top card of your 
Rese Only wing ?Fore .” 


(@ De you hve f Fare dm # you co? Do yo in 
‘cl th Faco you con? Go you hv of a weap 
dung ne? Can you nave gu ns e's pce? 

Younes’ lays yu, kw elt of 
Couter/Supsa hinds wl bi yu Bck. ys ac of 
the For ou con, au mah note ay cues daw for 
say yo feo wep, yu mah san boot of Fan 
‘ad gs rever move 


a’ te detec been “Ad bate dx” and 
"1 bot desi? 

A. "hid | dastng” means you got chow ne ext 
sing co dang bl, even you any con't daw oy, 
Far exampl, play “The Foxe Storg in This On on luke 
shin exo dest iow bess the one he ity 
ges, “Add 1 Yo destiny’ means # you daw ta, is nwo 
tho. Fynu dow ofa 'snowa fe 


(1 How da ge ny pts tothe sts? 

‘A Sorel ways You cn py ho pond dct depoy 
‘he pliant the ship. Or you con daplay the plot to ¢ planet 
and hive wat aro Sp You cn shit esd pls uo 
tony lip for one Fara he ip fs"spdcking iy, 
tol, yu cad play oso wh dkny, dock set hg 
he it ship, te th pt oh saan ian th 
sno i ona tha frst sn. Tho’s becouse fights we't 
‘esd tok now pol cb ne al px 


‘Thanks fo Myles 5. Hikebrond ond Dzciphar’s Jason Winter. For 
cin arts you Sor Was qustos, send your 
rommens wa e-nl fo liosie@dophr com or va 
Std mn 0 Onc, Sa Ms estes, PO Box 56, 
Nav, vA 2350, 
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UP. YOUR. SLEEVE 
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Hie, not ony can you see 


ap this guy's oe, bt 
‘Lor's Weird 


you the lock! 





Lur’s Weirding 





fof the rares in Ice Age, and the reason 1s 
simple. ft looks like a card that hurts you as 
‘much as # does your opponent. i's a subtle card, 
yet powerful. When you play it, both players lay ther 
hands face up on the table, and when 1s time to 
raw, any opponent may pay two life to force the 
person drawing to discard the card. It works both 
ways, So your apponent'll be able to prevent you 
frou drawing gat tox, 
So why bother? : 
‘The answer fs simple: ft’s the ultimate “lock” 
card, You get a Mock" when your opponent can do 


Z tur’s Weirding isa card less valued than many 


nothing to van, Zur's Welding lets you get that fock 
with several types of decks, 
a ‘A discard/Rack deck is 


probably the ideal deck 
to slip seeings 
into, Get your opponent 
to below three cards 
“ath at least one Rack on 
him and then play the 
Weirding, He can’t get 
ny mare cards into his 
hand if you don't want 
to, He'sdead) Fito 
No chance Most players, 
once they realize this, 
will go aheas and 
concede, unless they're 
unbelievably stubborn, 
This approach works 
surary wth land and 
critterless decks. How 
many of you playing 
lanl decks would love 
to keep your opponent 
from drawing and using land? Wel, 
get your opponent low on land, sap 
sown the Werding and watch him 
squirm as he takes damage from 
your Vise. the advantage of 
preventing him fram drawing land 
‘outweighs the minor loss of a card 
to his hand i tha srt of dece 
What about insuring that there 
ave fewer creatures for you to kal? 
Play the Weirding any time and 
then, suddenly, you have the 








can give 


Unparalleled luxury of being able to choose when 
your opponent gets 2 creature into his hand. t's 
ideal in creatureless decks, Wait til you get th 
Wrath of God and then go ahead and let him have 
one of two creatures. You'll get a lot more 
entertainment that way. 

‘There are some cards that make the Weirding 
‘even more powerful. Any of the life-giving cards! 
jive you mare points to spend on blocking cards, so 
those can lie handy. tvery Tower, Healing Saive, 
Stream of Life, Alabaster Potion, Dram Life and 
Fountain of Youth are all great for guaranteeing that 
you can afford to bump his cards, though I'd 
recommend the Fountains over the spells, since 
they're permanents)and thus, re-usable. 

Truth to tell, with enough life-giving cards, you 
can afford to put the Weirding into almost any type 
fof deck A weenie deck can benefit from the fact that 
Your opponent can’t get out any bullies large 
‘enough to snack on your pets. Cook a burn deck by 
denying him Fireballs, Keep a Goblin deck from ever 
<etting those Kingg-and Grenades out. The uses are 
endless, 25 long 35 you have the life to support it. 
‘And when you figure the amount of damage you 
can avoid, t's almost always worth it. Pay two life to 
prevent your opponent from being able to throw a 
five-point Fireball Your way? Sure it’s worth it! 

Want to pull 2 vicious trek? Combine this/eard 
‘with Necropotence, which means you don’t use @ 
normal draw phase (and thus, he ean't stip you of 
any cards). Necropotence actually stops you from 
having a draw phase, and it states that the eards are 
placed mnto your hand just before your discard phase. 
Thuis, you never draw and your opponent can't force’ 
you to discard Elkin Bottle works similarly. 

‘Another nasty thick is to use Boomerang or Time 
Elemental to bounce the Weirding back to your 
hand ‘before your tun—you get around the effect, 
bbut your opponent doesn't when you replay ita the 
fend of your turn. Rather lke with Stasis this play can 
frequently cause frothing at the mouth in 
"unsuspecting enemies. 

So you see, once you understand what's really 
{going on with the card, there are very few decks that 
you can’t manage to it Zur’s Werrding into. After al, 
who wouldn't want to lock n the win early? 
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The Star Wars™ 
2Player Customizable 


Card Game™ lets you The G; xy's 


battle across the entire 












Star Wars™ universe! Gr eate 
Create your own mix of C: "7 li fel Ga 


ships, characters and 


gear and use them to Now at 


defeat your opponent, 





The game features 6 
unique, exclusive cards— 
including Luke Skywalker 
and Lord Darth Vader! 
With dual 60 card 
decks, and a 15 card 






expansion set, the 


force is with you! 


JEUSTOMABLE CAND CAME 





WUT RODUCTORY THO-PLAYER GAME 
—_—— 
(Geer B50 Toys'HUs storas coset to coast Bay 7 BOOTOYSAUS or 
ine stoi nearest yo - O16, Gears nc 











Top 10 most powerful pesnas cards for Magic: The Gathering 


by Jeff Hanes, Pat McCallum and Michael Searle 


‘The best expansion set...ever? That’s what some players argue. 
‘What all players do agree on is that Alliances has some of the 
most powerful cards ever produced for Magic: The Gathering. 

} From the monstrous creatures with lightning-fast casting costs 
to the crushing spells with NO casting cost, InQuest played them 
all and separated the men from the boys to present the 

10 most powerful Alliances cards. 


Balduvian Horde Lim-Dail's Vault 


Well every expansion has atleast one Ykes'And you thought Demonic Tutor Theguyacrossthe table says, “Okay, Len 
card that has people saying, "What the was useful, With Lm-Dil's Vauk, you the con tos 50 Igo ist | playa Lots, a 
heck were they thinking? ludging rem can find ust about any card in your Mx Emeal, a Mox Ruby and a Land, 
the Baiduvian Horde, Wizards of the traryfor ey few if, Butwalt there's and | tap tal to pla a Shivan” Has ths 
Coast wasnt thinking about much. At more! Why just seitleforone good card every happened to you? Is, then your 
four manatora S/S creature, who cares on thetop of your library when you can fist mclnation was probably to beat the 
if you have to discard a card when you haveas many as five? Le’sfacet, most guy senseless and np up fs cards Using 
‘ast? The Horde ightoe the biggest of the time you play Demonic Tutor, your better judgment you kept quiet and 
playable creturetocome outsince Aro- you don't REALLY nce that card right prayed fora Swords to Piowsharesso you 
‘lan Nights Witha Tage Wall you can away. Lim-DAl's Vault lets you get a couldgiveimivele. Now, with Force of 
get toutonthe second tum, tdoes’t bunch of useful cards at the top of your Wil, the solution is much simpler. Just 
doa pomtofdamage toyou every tum rary, andit’san instant twe have to counter the damn thing! And if you're 
explain why thiscard rocks, go back to tapped out? No pr jst chucka Danan 
playing your all Homarié deck to et you counter any spalfor re! 
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‘Helm of Obedience 


Alot of pene poy atures decks tour 
rarest alto peng are gone have to 
comeuputhanen deck Wears ofthe Coat 
hasbeen nygtn dscounge crstrdes des 
vwthcard fe tir lion, and now He 
oF Obeence puts te malin tec "Not 
yng thay cst? Olay Lalor you 
for dah. evry tum Ard your opponent 
spying wth crested Hey, that» Por 
Kraken yur deck? Pu that poppy int lay 
on my std" Who knows people may tt 
pining wah Demonic Hose an abi deck 
sts your opponent escort. 


Diminishing Returns 


Noticing a therme yet? We've already 
{got a Juzam and a Tutor, so why not 
throw in a Timetwister? Diminishing 
Retums isthe mass-card-<rawing tool 
‘everyone's been waiting for, and it's 
every bit as good as its out-of-print 
‘cousin. Sure it costs ane more mana, 
land you have to chuck 10 cards from 
the game, but that doesn't change 
what the card does. Only have one 
card in your hand? Grab seven new 
cones. Yup, that sucks, 


Y¥avimaya Ants 


‘What do you get when you cross @ 
Ball Lightning with a Hungry Mist? A 
musty ball of hungry lightning? Not 
quite. The combination looks more 
like the butt-kicking Yavimaya Ants 
‘With all of green’sfast mana, the Ants 
are just as easy to play as a Ball Light- 
‘ning, do almost as much damage 
[AND they stick around for @ while, 
Ever if you can only pay the curnula- 
tive upkeep once, 10 damage in two, 
tums ain't too shabby 





Ritual of the Machine 


What's up with taking control of your 
‘opponent's creatures without having to 
worry about getting thwarted by 2 Dis- 
‘enchant? There's Helm of Obedience, 
False Demise and, of course, Ritual of 
the Machine. “Ooh; ..that’sa lovely look 
Ing Serra Angel you've gat there! Think 
Il put my Thrull through this little 
mackine here... t's like a Terror, only 
better Hey, this card’ almost as cool as 
‘Changeling! (Magic: The Creations,” 
InQuest $7 )Ya think those guys over at 
Wizards of the Coast are reading inQues®? 





ia nocaed awe 


Lake of the Dead. 


How would you fke it each of your 
swamps could produce five mana? Don't 
think they'd ever make a car like that? 
Guess again. Lake of the Dead takes a 
‘couple of tums to get into play, but once 
i's there, all your mana troubles will be 
history. Third tum Sengir Vampire wath- 
‘out a Dark Ritual? No problem, thsan’s 
‘Shad? No problem. Lord ofthe PI? Cos- 
‘mvc Horror? Baran Sengir?I Were tall 
Ing senous man production here. Now 
you can get the stupidest, most expen- 
sive creatures out with no trouble 





Wow! 4 2/2 creature for three mana! 
This thing rockstt Oh, wait asec. .while 
that may be ALL the Gray Ogre has 
going fori, the EMsh Spirit Guide has 
this one other nify ability that’s worth 
‘mentioning, Want to geta big creatur 
‘out carly in the game? Use the Spint 
foran exploswe start. Need some green 
mana in a pinch when you're tapped 
‘out? Once again, Elvis Spint Guide to 
the rescue ust got Power Sunk for one? 
Cast the Spint Guide and beat the crap 
out of hum. 
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Biggest problem with Reverse Damage? 
You have to save three mana to use i 
and eecan't even protect your creatures. 
‘Not only can you cast Sears ofthe Vet- 
‘eran with zero mana and protect your 
‘creatures from an untimely Freba, you 
‘an algo make them HUGE in the pro- 
cess You Fireball my Serca for four? | 
make te 4/8! With ts ability to pro- 
tect. up to seven points of damage for 
almost no cost, Scars ofthe Veteran ts 
8 must for any white deck 





Jencrable Mention. 


Worst Cord 





Stromgald Spy 


Speaking of cool, the Stromgald Spy 
‘may nat be the most pavertul card in 
‘Allances, this ablity ts just too funky 
to not mention, Sure, you could take 
the easy route and use a Glasses of 
Urza and look at your opponent's 
hand, but t's so much cooler to send 
the spy in fora ite bit of espionage. 
Now all we need is a white Summon 
Spy card so we can get the Spy vs Spy 
deck going. « 





‘Mishra’ 
Groundbreaker. 


Lee's get Us straight wath Misheas Ground 
‘beaker you gett pay four mana anduse up 
card to make one of your lanl ightring 
Bolt bait Ths tsa good thing? Wouldn't you 
rather draw Bog Wath ora Phantom Mon- 
ster? Heck, we'd even settle for a Hil Gant 
1, gasp, Mercenaries. Oh yeah, We suppose 
you coi sof your opponent's ands, 
but, uy woulda’ just be easer to use a 
‘Stone Ran or somettung? lf you diet have 
to saerfice the Groundbreaker to use its spe 
cat ability EIGHT bea decent card 








Ranking the Colo:s 


LRed 

Bag creatures, mas destruction, cards that do 
damage for zera mana .,reé' ust about got 
‘tall this expansion Red sil can’t deal wth 
enchantments, but MAN can t handle arnfacts 
and lands Forget Goblins, Kobolds and 
‘Dvaves..the apes are the bia boys need now, 
‘The best thing about the reccards in Alkances 
sathatthere are very ew that are outnght wort 
Jess infact, there are quitea few cars that wll 
make an impacton the tournament scene 


2 Blue 

Betiveen Cimirshing Returns, Library of Lat 
‘Nam and Force of Wil, blue has the most 
powerful cards ofthe five colors (though 
fewer of them). Complemented by 3 rice 
smxof counerng ay, brary marspubton 
and creature control, biie'sqota nice sof 
cards lances did't really do anything to 
make al-bue decks wabe, but i certanly 
‘made blue a color tobe reckoned with 


3.Green 
‘Once agan, green gained a bunch of realy 


‘good creatures. Deadly Insect and Elvsh 
Ranger may not be very exciting, but they 
pack alot of punch, And although Kayso's 2 
legend, green finally ota card 10 gyeall of 
‘ts creatures a boost However, green got 
shafted on just about everything else Tor 
radots practically unusable, and the various 
net enchantments ust arent extiog enough 
to put green any hegher than thon the lst 


4.Black 

Back’ got sore aly fry new abies th 
card ike tual ofthe Mache and Stom- 
ga Spy Lim-Dit’ High Guard s another 
sell weenie (2/1 fst ste for tree mara) 
arid Dystopia sa horcaly powell hoser— 
a mustfor the sideboard of any straight black 
deck Sul vel, Alioncs pst dost add 
thatch to ths color These are afew realy 
_good cards, but there ae ust oo many that 
ent tery excting 

&, Winic 
White's got 2 ot of interesting cares, but 
roth thal realy turn any heads Scars 





of the Veteran s funky because ofits zero- 
cost, but every colors got that. As always, 
\white’s got some interesung, aver-pnced 
‘creatures, butnothing thats gong to shake 
‘up the play environment OF course, white 
players shouldn't compan With whi dom- 
nating the toumament scene, t's about time 
‘Wiaards of the Coast held back Ile 


‘The Other Stuff: 

The arlact mix im Allances is pretty good 
‘There are some worthwhile artifact crea- 
tures, and a lotof twsted new abies that 
can be added to any deck For the most 
pan, the gold cards are usable, with none 
costing mare than our mana to cas, and no 
‘more than one of each color mana As for 
lands, each color got a specificland Some 
are great, some ae okay, but none of them 
suck Is always nce t se new fans, 5010 
complains here 
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The might of the Silver Fangs. / The moots of the Shadow Lords. 
The rites the Black Spiral Dancers. / The mysteries of the Garou. 


id 1 [Sis 


Feel the 


Hin 


are © and ” White Wolf Inc. 1996.All nghis reserved 

















Fantasy heroes, villains, gods and monsters square off in 
the First Annual InQuest Invitational Tournament. 


eget your World Series, your Spar Bow, your J 
fog bbl urrament You wor cin? We, 
pol, hares as much as you con hone. We've 
rounded phe rcs esis cite. 
ce on gen oie en of oma om 
losin oft soneting we ke oath Fist 
Annual fnQuest Invitotionel Tournoment The 
‘es? Jssone of ens bls bored 
brows thse of 84 Cinon vs Bob Dols, 
‘4s fullservic Fgh promoters, we've 
ince he parinent physic sts cong 
withronébyscond bekdons thea | 
tots Ando couse we'll you who wen 
‘and haw they pulled taf. 1 
‘Wa pct legs he rome, i 











tet ya ean ase they anger a fe 

nds inh seo Soar an hu, afer 

wees tome gystle fore totrowopac. | 

‘Thebeghsand weighs, base, ore quorntesd = 

cal we hacked em ourselves wth aiope | 

‘measure and a bathroom seo, z 
Tas bel L's orgs! 


By Rick Swan 


Godzilla 
Height 40 stories 
‘eight One gozlion ths, 
Reack 20 stories 
lyin Tip: Alwoys coon the pedestrions 
cut of your tonols 


vs 
The Kraken 
Hight Undetermined 
(would’t stop wiggling) 
Weight: Ditto 
ea Davble Dito 
Hygiene Tip: Runny oso? Use o honk, 
ot your tentode 


Here we have two spawn of the sea who've 
‘overdosed on ugly pis When he's not spar- 
fing with Mothra and King Kong, fitess-con- 
scious Godzilla likes to use Tokyo for a 
trampoline, The Kraken, divine instrument of 


vengeance, enjoys capsieng ships and scart- 
1ng down salors. Taday, they're meeting off 
the coast of Norway, giving the Kraken 2 home 
‘court advantage But | woul worytoo much 
about ol al, green and repulsive. 

Round One: Bellowing and snorting, 
Goda splashes toward the wating Kraken, 

Round Two: The Kraken huts Rs forward, 
cencaling Godala in its tentacles 

Rounds Three-Nine: A couple of rounds of 
thrashing and snapping give way to a few 
rounds of pounding and withing 

Rounds 10-12: The Kraken generates a 
whirlpool that sucks Codzila under Godzilla 
's dazed. The Kraken opens ts jaws and hauls 
Godzilatoware ts gaping beak 

Round 13: Goda blasts 2 cone ofrasioac- 
tive breath nght between the Kraken’ eyes, 
‘The kraken makes a funy gurling sound. 

Round 14: Godalla admires the sunset 
though the Hole ws the Kraken's head, then 























Cthulhu 
Height Ate the tope meosure 
Weight Ae the sclo 
Tot Ate the second toe meosu 
‘Turn Ons: Bubble boths, bock rubs, 
«smelting pile of brung ais 


vs. 





Sauron 
feght 5711" 
Weight 180 Is, 
Noch 37” 
Tum-Oos Wolk onthe beoch, soft jo, 
heed on o stick 


“A monster of vaguely anthropoid out- 
fine, but with an actopus-tike head whose 
face was a mass of feelers, a scaly, rub- 
bbery-locking body, prodigious claws on 
bund and fore feet...” Nope, that’s not an 
‘InQues ecftor after an office party. That's 
Cthulhu, the cosmic abomination 
described by Inght maestro H.P. Love- 
‘ait, Facing off against the Unspeakable 
‘One is Sauron, Tolkien's prince of dark 
‘ess, lord ofall things dank and stinky. 
‘Cthulhu longs te polish off the human 
race, Sauron, would-be conqueror of 
Middle-earth, longs to wape the srirks off 


‘the faces of those snotty little hobbits. 
First, though, they've gotta deal with 
cach other. 

Round One: Cthulhu challenges 
Sauron to a sack race (ust kidding.) 

Round One: Devious creep that hei, 
Sauron decides to let his minions do his 
fighting for him. He rales a horde of 
followers—corrupt warriors, dark spell 
casters, cutthroat assassins—and sends 
them after Cthulhu, 

Round Two: Cthuthu eats them. 

Round Three: Uncieterred, Sauron sur 





‘mons Bairog, the Demon of Might, along 
with a pack of dragon-Ike fll creatures 

Round Foor: Cthulhu eats them. 

Round Five: Frustrated but deter- 
‘mined, Sauron rounds up an army of 
orcs, led by his trusted lieutenants, the 
‘murderous Nazgul. 

Round Six: Cihulhu eats them. 

Round Seven: Sauron stands alone. 
‘Cthulhu opens a few of his mouths 
Sauron tums yellow and sithers away. 
(Cthulhu has @ sandwich 

Winner: Cthuihs 








J Tile Qointessentiol Good Goy 


In this clash of the geezers, will 
expenence and virtue triumph 


But Gandalf air’t exactly a slouch. 
As chronicled in J.RR. Tolkien's 
“Lord of the Rings," the mighty 
Gandalf has defended Middle 
‘earth from the forces of evil for 
Untold eons, This should be good. 


Round One: Merlin suggests 
they call off their duel, “I have 
seen the future, and its | who 
will win, so what's the point?” 
‘Gandalf dectnes the afer. “Send 
me through the veil of death 









Mogicon hhe warns, "and I will return, 
stronger than before” Then he 
vs. pelts Mecin with a hal of frogs 

jst for being a wise guy. 
Gandalf the Grey 7 pnd To: Mein urs an 
Height 510" 7 dalfs staff nto a snake. Gandalf 
Weight 165 bs. tums Metin’ beard into a wasp 

Reade 35° nest, complete with wasps 
‘ab Tite: Ountessetiol Good Guy Rounds Three-Eight: The bat- 
Moghion tie escalates nto a fly of thun- 


derbolts, wind storms and 
energy blasts. Neither mage 
seems much affected, 


lover virtue and experience? Or Round Nine: Mertn conjures a 
Willie the other way around? gaping crevase that walows Gan- 
Medln, thealbknawing archmage dal then choses Fs wih victory, 
‘of Camelot, has been a mentor to Meri telepors back to Camel. 
sorcerers and anadwsertokings. Much Lolers Merlin is snocz- 


{ng in his quarters when a dais 
{tesh Gandalf materializes at the 
foot of his bed. “Told yal” says 
Gandalf, then incinerates Meri 
with a fireball 

Winner: Gandalf the Grey 














Elric 
Height 510" 
‘Weight 160 Ibs. 
Reoch 32” 
Pat Poove: Girls who like him just 
for his sword 


vs. 


King Arthur 
oi 

Weight 185 

Toth 33 

Pet Poove: Loneaa’s bod breoth 





Eng thetomented her ofthe Micha 
Moorcock novels aad mood, OF 
course, youd be cranky too i youhad 
accedentally Kile your gefienel and. 
been forced to destoy your home 
town Athur, on theother hand, feels 
great. Ae hy shoulder he? He's got 
‘the Round Table and all those coo! 
lenght, He's got Guinevere the Cindy 
Crawford of Camelot. He easly out- 
muscles Ee, who need spel potions 
topumphursel up infact, he's prety 
‘much gat Ebest the way around 
except, perhaps, the sword dopart- 
ment Sure, Excalibur sone heck ofa 





se Bourst 


pgstcker. But E's Stormbsinger Mt 
eral sucs—souls that 

Round One: Einic sees Arthur 
rubbing a smudge from hls helm 
Convinced that Arthur has Just 
given him the finger, Eine 
unsheathes Stormbringer 

Round Two: Arthur stands his 
ground, Excalibur held high. 
hic charges 

Rounds Three-Nine A wiring 
‘of clanking, lunging and jabbing 
ensues, with nether man managing 
a scratch, That's espeaally good 
‘news for Arthur, who no longer has 
the enchanted scabbard that pro- 
teats him fram harm, Morgan le Fay 
heaved trio alae (Whatta rum!) 

Round 10: Stormbringer emits 
sof, black glow Wonders Arthur, 
What dd Metin say about dat sword? 

Round 11: Arthur nicks Elie’ 
elbow. Stormbringer moans. 
Thank, Artie! 

Round 12; Athurhacs off he's 
eatlobe Stormbanger trembles and 
hows. Oh ye The darn thing's ale 

Round 13: Enc cores, a sce to 
the cheek. Stombmnger commences 
‘osc Arthur ses as sou goodbye. 

Winner nc 








Grey Mouser 
ight: 5°1" 
Weight: 135 Is, 
Teak 24" 
io Einberasig Maren Tred to 
pit his own pocket 


vs. 


Zorro 
Height 6” 
Weight 180 fs. 
React 36" 
‘ost Emborrosing Mament: Pt his 
rmosk on bockwards, 
wlked off a cit 


In this comer, the rogue: Zora, the 
masked glare. Ard thscomey the 
runt. Gray Mouser, master thief and 
trektersgmere Thesuseandsophs 
tiated Zoro (eyed by Douala Far 
harks nthe owes and Guy Wins 
‘TV saccompaned by hslyalcom- 
prion, te deaf mate Berardo The 
‘connmung Mouse (sar of Fez Lb’ 
“Lakbra stores) oo hasaloalcern- 
anon, Fahd, who today, unfortu 
ately saltendnga Viking comvenoon, 

Round Ono: Zorro instructs 








IN 





Bemardo to watch his hose, Tornado, 
and stay out ofthe way. The Mouser 
checks is bt, hs dagger, Cats Claw, 
Issafe and sound, 

Round Two: Zorro spends a 
round mang fun of the Mouse's 
name The Mouser spends around 
deading which ane of Zoo's organs 
hell skewer fist. 

Round Three: "Draw your 
‘veapon" shouts Zorto The Mouser 


brandshes hs sword, Sealpel. Zor 
smoothes his mustache 

Rounds For-Hine: Thrust, pany, 
‘rust, parry, smooth mustache, 


pay, thrust 
Round 10: Zoro lunges aterpt 
sng to cave his trademark Z In the 
‘Moser’ turc. Mouse: backs atthe 
lust moment. Zomo only manages a7. 
Round 11: Rattle by his incom: 
plete trademark Zoro hestates. The 
Mouser whips out Cats Claw and 
heaves it at Zoro, zapprag him & 
ew bely button 
Roond 12: nardo rashes tocom 
fect te fallen Zoro, who gasps, “How 
‘ome you reve earned %0 60 that” 
The Moser swpesZono's bill and 
Tornados feed bag then sips any. 
Winner: Grey Mouser 





Odin 
Heh 679" 
Weight 295 Ibs. 
Reo: 40" 
Fovacte Poi Joke Giving wedges 
to Thor 


ovale Poti ake Scoring tours with 
ruber drogons 





This \s gonna be close They're both 
{904s virtually omnipotent and all but 
invulnerable Olympian heavyweight ye Earth as battleground, they warm stars re extinguished, cvilzations col 
Zeus favors thunderstorms, eagles and yp with a few plagues, floods and earth- lapse. Zeus and Odin remain pretty 
beautiful women. Asgardian bigwig quakes, Neither Odin nor Zeus suffers much unscathed. 

Odin prefers blood-drenched battle- any damage, but the human race is Round 850,215: Getting nowhere, 
fields, ravens and Sleipnir, his eight- wiped out. they agree to settle their differences 
legged horse, Odin wields Gungnir, a Rounds 719-12,043: The fight rages with a coin flip. Zeus calls heads; he’s. 
‘Magical spear Zeus ts prone to—oh, on inconclusvely. Earth can’t handle the the victor. Too bad there’s nothing teft 
who are we kidding? They're practically stress and falls to pieces. towin 

the same guy. Rounds 12,044-850,214: The battle Winner: Zeus. 

Rounds One-718: After agreeing to shifts to the heavens Planets explode, 





Conan gonna have to leave at home; 
Height 6°4"” otherwise he'd turn Tarzan 
‘Weight: 235 Ibs. Into Purina Chimp Chow. To. 
Read 37° make It fair, we'll give ‘em 
Age of oindath. 11 yeors both knives. 
Round One Tarzan crouches, 
vs. ‘moves around! Conan ina slow 
«ircle. Conan, eyes ablaze, 
Te ae allows his warrtor’s rage to 
Height: 6°2” chum and rise. 
‘Weight. 210 Ibs. Round Two-Six: With a 
Read 35” seal, Tarzan leaps at Conn. 


‘goof oindot 13 yeors They crash to the ground, a 
tangle of flaling arms and 
1s the Battle of the Beefcake flapping loincioths. 
as the lord of the jungle takes: Round Seven: “By Crom!” 
‘on the barbarian butl-kicker. shouts Conan. Tarzan loaks 
They'te two of a kind, unc for Crom, doesn't see 
{zed skulLcrushers who share him, eesumes the bate, 
a penchant for savagery, an Round Eight: Tarzan reverts 
instine for vciousness and an to his arial sel and sinks 
aversion to halreus. Tarzan, his teeth into Conan’s neck. 
the starof umpteen Edgar Rice Big mistake, monkey boy! 
Burroughs novels and a slew Round Nine: Conan goes 
of lousy movies s more alle baltic, Consumed wath bar- 
and arguably more cunning brian bloodlust, he filets, 
Conan, Invented by Texan- Tarzan hike a flounder, Memo 
born tale-spinner Robert E, to Tatzan Never tick off 
Howard, has the edgein brute Cimmetian. 
strength, Conan also carries ‘Winner: Conan 
2 sword, which today he's 
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: tke ern pul he sets oer is 
Thomas Covenant fend ard whnefor hs manmy 





Height 5°11” Round One: “I have endured 

Weight 190 Is starvation, beatings and leprosy,” 
Rood 34” ‘Thomas procs. 

Adversary withthe Gos Naa “Lied the power ofthe One 


{Gece Divan: Drool Rackworm Source!" answers Rand, 
“have risked death in the 





vs. Spaled Pais, in Hotash Slay, in 
ra Kurash Owe!” 
Rand al! Thor “And | wield 
Hight 6” One Sourcel” 
Weight 185 bbs, “1 command the almighty 
Read: 36° ‘magic ofthe White Gold” 
‘Aves wih the Gani Home "Ub, did imenbon that | weld 
(hse Divsn} item the power ofthe One Sour” 


Rounds Two-Seven: Rand res 
ThomasCovenant, the tortured hero up fis Blade of Light. Tem infuses 
ef SephenR,Donalésa’senicnov- _ himsel with the mageof the White 
dls isthe defender ofthe Land and Gold. They assault each other with 
‘emess of he wretched! Lord Fou. bots of green lightning and sheets 
Rand, wartior supreme and sheep- of shimmme‘ng flame 
herder exraorcnaie, comes tous Round Eight: Though he's 
‘courtesy of Robert Joan's "Wheel brused, scorched and mangled, 
cof Time” senes Inaction to ther Tom keeps on coming Rand gets 
Ferry pediorees,thesefelowshave nervous. Does this chuck know 
alotincomman Theyreboth over when to quit? 
boys, Rand'shead oer tees forthe Rewnd Nie No he does, Aer 
dlshy Bayne, Tor’ gotitbadforhis al, whatsafewwhacsiroma ight, 
feloved joan Theyre both handy Blade to a guy who's had leprosy? 
wwiha sword, And when itcomes to Tor perveveres Rand withdraws to 
rmage—wallle?’sputtthisway'On _lekhs wounds and fight another day. 
a good day, ther one of em could Thomas Covenant 














master tactioan and weapons vie 
Tox toe. Hecan we ng ond 
0" F mean anything—to send his 
Weight 17s, enemies to the cemetery. 
Rath 33° Round One ox suggests hand- 
Number af Scars: 312 to-hand combat—no weapons. 
“Pine with, me,” snickers Bene- 
vs. dct, who sets aside his lance. Jax 
' lays down his walnut staf his 
Benedict sword and his knife. 
Height. 64" Rounds Two-Eight: And they'e 
‘Weight 175 Ts. off. A left to the jaw A night to 
eat 37" the lodney. A knee to the groin, 
Number oF Scars: 91 (but his re biggr) Who's winning? Who knows? 
Round Nine-19: They continue 


Bring out the Band-Ads! Two of to beat the crap out of each 
fantasy’s premier fighters are other. This could go on all day. 
about to feed each othera bag of Round 20: Late for an appoint- 
knuckle sandwiches. Garet Jax, ment, Benedict decides to endl 
whose exploits are detailed in it. He whips off his boot, clob- 
Terry Brooks’ Wishsong of Shan-bersJax over the head, then stfls 
nares sort of a medieval ninja, the boot down Jax’s throat. 
Flint-eyed and cat-quick, he's as _-Reund 21: jax collapses, chok- 
adept wth his hands ashe swith ing, cursing irae for his nepts 
blade Tal, thin Benedict, from tude. But really, he never had @ 
Roger Zelazny’s “Amber” books, chance. How do you stop some 
‘may look a bit scrawny next to body who can kil you with a shoe? 
Jax, but don't be fooled: He's 2 Winner: Benedict 
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Smong 
Height: fr... You méasure him 
Weight Umpteen tons 
och: Lang enough 
les: Nags of god, barbeced habbits 


vs. 
Puff the Magic Dragon 


N 








Hag Knee-high toa grosshoppér (a really big grasshapper) 
Weight: Pleasingly plump 
Reach: ar the sky 
ks ing by he sea olen 


At firs, this might seem Mike a classic mismatch, Puff, the 
bright-eyed rascal immortalized in the excruciating—1 
mean, excellent—folk song, epitomizes benevolence and 
Itiendship. Tolkien's Smaug, the granddaddy of nasty red 
dragons, symbolizes avarice and doom, True, Smaug is 
bigger and stronger, and he has that flame breath going 
for him. But Puff has something better: the power of love, 
For inside Puff resides the potentiality of all humanity— 
nay, the entire universe—and with it the idea of utmost 
‘goodness, the durability of moral law and the triumph of 
ope over despair. 

Round One: Smauig toasts Puf lke a marshmallow. 

Winner: Smaug. Otay, soit isa classic mismatch, 








And so it ends, at least for now. We've got plenty af 
‘other bouts on tap: Samson vs. Hercules, the Lach Ness 
Monster vs. Bigfoot (see “Famous Hoaxes" on page 66 for 
4 preview), William Tell vs, Robin Hood, Rin Tin Tin vs, 
Lassie, But they'll have to wait until we hose down the 
‘arena —Cthulhu left a stain. 
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a ae 
In the wake of the first, Magia The Gathering profession 4 
Tournament comes fhigteaalest Magic product since the Cr ‘ 
Giant: The Pro Tour Collector Set—Inaugural Fedition,” 

limited-edition (only 20,000 imate, kid 
“Slipcased set features the top eight decks from the 
Tndugural Magic pro tournament. Each deck features 

| the signature of its champion, and each card 
features thi four card back design (Not 
Tegal for tournament play. Whaddoya 
think we are? Crazy?). With this 
set, you and seven of your 
buddies can recreate a top- 
flight Magic tourna- 
ment any day © 
the week. That 
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mos precious commmodty i the world somtgthc canoe be regtered in arbre 
account Iti behead sold iy, but ry owned by none Who possess oration 
andthe eo controle tho core of Wards of the Cons test rastorplece Netnoner 
Neon’ wore dered from Cberpurk 2208 Talsoran Games von of ark fare 
| wine the capsbilties of technology have been bent to ends tha are both astonshng and terr- 
be The Corporations plot ther syacrpers wolang to ace their Agendh—some ben- 
‘fen, some malgy, bit alvays proftable Opposing them are the Netrunners, dathieves out 
19 stop the Corporate plots or jest scl them tothe highest der 
‘These so mals meet in The Neg, he gba computer network where the Ines Berean 
ial dream and realy are Barred fn Neruner each payer assumes the role of onesie 
Narn ply ung modulo turns. ted ftv aw pase. an cack pase and 
40 on, each sds pert s eertan ner of acuons ms tur, An acton en cones of 
Craw card, drawing 2 "bea token represenng money power and wiluence—from the 
"ytbuciet” pong a ead nea ply oF ay ofa doren other tangs These acters cn be dirk 
‘ated or gpored as you choose; you desgn your own turn The Newnner sarts with four 
cons por tum The Corporason gata mndstory card drawn three scons Ber aetons 
‘en be otaned trough er py 
‘Asthe Corpaniton your ge reves around the exabstmant and prorecton of afr 
vere al pins and sits are kept. Thre ofthese ae p-rsanent Cenal Dea Fores Resch 
2 Development your dec), Headquarters (your hand) andthe Arcives (your discrep) 
The other cata forse subsiares, Thnk of cham as Wore Wde Web pages on speed, 
In subedary da fore youl deter an age oe node Agendas are che eal pres, hey 
are the ser plans, te corporate teaver, the prvate wars and the bosrdrocm deal tht 
ae te ead deth of ay cmpary Nodes represent other pret the company sieved 
tr tng averting, recruitment sd development Nodes 2re not as mportant sages 
{or victory, but theyre easer to use and ean prove los of ss forthe Corporation 
“The Corporston can spend an achon and 3 bt to advance an agends or node, brane 
loser ution Each node and agency number to mace hw rary resi mast 
be advanced in order to ake fect. A noe that has bes sufi bance is activated and 
can be used repeater, buc tay py ms dat fore. An advanced gene akan out of the 
Tesluiey {nme and ves the Corporston pins toward Wetory,sthough some man an eect onthe 
fzime even air theo achieved The Corporation wns by advanang seven pont! worth of 
Poblisher: Wizards ofthe Const in cafoboro- | sgends a completion (Or by fran the Net to ans Bu that comes tr) 
Gael Rivera Gomes The cata fortsare proscted by weston countermessres eletrorcrICE. These are pro- 
‘ gros deed to kecp the Rumer rem aecessg the gens and nodes the forts Se of 
Genre: Cyberponk these srply prevent the Ruiner from go firth into the fort. Others erase hs progr and 
Set Sine: 374 cards eso hs eqapment Séllchers ced Blick ICE are progranme co llthe nowle or We 
Releases Api 1996 ths mee completely 
Prk ging: Sarr ef tig one 6- Tetons pres empr-tn ma teak noth Corea iors Ome 
oye can access singe card fhe wmode, he ean pay coat bs and cause 
cord Corporate deck and one 60-card carded If this card is an agenda, be can “expose” taiong stout of pay with no benefit to the 
Runner deck; booster packs af 15 cords ‘Corporation and Keeping the victory pores to himself ifthe card nether, he places rebacke where 
Suggested Retail: $17.95 perstorer set; | be found «The nner wns suing seven pens worth of gence rom te Corporation 
$2.95 pr booster deck ‘As the Runner you cn aampe 3 brclean on ay dt for, clung R&D andthe Head 
‘uarters—yes, ths mears you can search your opponer’s hand ae deck for agendes, However, 
NICE and cards née forts ae played fice down, so yu never know wher youre up ans 
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‘unl you take a chance and confrone ef tha cardi agendh chat can be | 
stolen for nctory or ys anode thet you can rash? That Node ust mh 
bea trap, wating ta destroy you 

In order to sp past Corporate ICE, the Runner asembles a varity of 


elenseothervs 












B.Card Name:linnmm . 


D. Key words: The keywork int 
‘af i which of he vrs clogoriestho 
cord als. This cords ke, Blake, Sentry, 
AP Ant- Personnel and Zot, 





MELANIE inser Tu 


A, Rez Cost; The number of bits 
‘eed or the ad ow-up and claw 


E. Ice Subroutines: Whutthe 
Ie does Al encountered sbravinsoka 
fet os bypnsodby oR pogars. 

F. Tee Strength The power ef 
the ke. Asubrovine co ely be byposd 
by on kebrenkr wi sont eul to 
ax high than va, 

G.Commentary: flrortex. 

1H. T1Lustrator: The paso who 





tory Howes, software tes up space (one memory un pe program), andthe Runner inal on 


fas four memory ants thc en be Be, 

Exch pce of software—calle an ICEbresker—is tuned to a particular type of 
efense; some are bust wm bre shrough wal, others to get patil angen 
haters. the strength ofthe ICEBeaker equal to or greater dan that ofthe ICE, the 
Runner cin use theICEBreaker totum offone ofthe ICE's fects or subroutnes, Since 
‘mest ICE have more tn one subroutne can cost ray bes to overcome a sie pce 
Get pasta the prces of ILE and you ean rexp your reward. 

‘The Corporation has two other dferses shat the Rumer must kacp in mind The 
firsts the thrux of Trace, the Coxporaton manages to "tag the Runner, knows 
where he is and can cath off from his resources The second the trent of dam 
ge—ech pomtof damage done to he Runner forces him ta dead 3 card rom hs 
tone the Runner i foread to discard mare cards as eb e's dene. A ci werent 
sear enough, here's a typeof drmage cll, poropritely enough, brain damage which 
reduces his maximum hand size by one, maton ease ol hi ter. 

(One ofthe benunflchnraccenses of Nevunnaris that even chough each side at 
powerful cards chat mght be considered "gume-brekers” other systems, the gore 
brhinces tse without resorting to forced card ims or ether arberaty mexsuree 

“The Corporaon ges to go fit, nd may fave an uniimecod amount of resources 
in play—afer all. hs billons of ders te spend ae as been in business long before 


‘he Nesruner boughca Fier Price My First Cyerdecke However, de Corporation 
es fewer actonsin ts cur. and mast worry about defending its srawimg areas of ve 
tual rea ese 

‘The Runner has more actions and some would sy, more freedom m phy because 
alle has to worry abouts imsel, rather than the management of cangiomeate- The 
nner can sos the pace of tha game, choos whe to atsckand when to tay hare, 
Wht’ the Runner's weakness? Tae Runner can de 


Richard Gari as arendy sone us to the heghes of finesy with Mage: The Gah 
ering and heough the blood ssined ety streets in Vampire The Eternal Suge. Now, he 
‘completes that ricki he dal drermscape of Nerunnce Download this one in your 
hard deve—t's a keeper 

—fison Sehnaderman 






Haw cn you elt gee css watog fo be dsavened? 
‘Because even the most degenerate deck desis aren't wadefeet» 
able The bole: but inte thesyste, nat posed from out. 

lions rts fase ea ees ing 


ign ly beat 
+The gone plete stop ron te bs, ed ity 
‘evi eh iss ee ed you cn mek he pee. 
canplecar sles you pee Bete blew. 
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ams ofthe Ges de am hw wet od wit 
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oan tes fon once 
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This bt e's a rein formule ey 
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plossswahers, I'm not ging i give then eway, bul ores oh 
(heck oa fe ca on Rr on aed 
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Designers: rog Gorton and Shane Hersey 

Genre: Fighting Video Game 

Set Sine: 363 cards 

Relense: Jun 1996 

Packaging: 60-cord trier docks; 1-crd 

booster pcks 

Suggested Retail: $9.95 per starter deck; 
‘$275 per boaster pack 

~ Ravew end rang besed on play test cards 
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video ame Kit sr: Yeucan now pedo ecole rane sad Ths 

0 more eving your head ended to youy our yexso wth freaky fs rene 
\Wehthe avd ne, you ethos bru ofp your ards far someone pam Gaous 
laps your bat 

“Te ofiarrg fem Toya conpay moreioown er ssporscontaen mndegard res 
does. good jb of cpm the fa of Kier tea eer an Brady Cars an sty 
‘with ns Maa Kerbet CCG, Topps worked osly weh Raraware ard Mana onthe reaon of 
the aman led iva lot of blanks steroundn theirs work The prov lot fhe 
works wel as more background wforsston an althe characters ne Ute the dake 
corporson tat sees to control most ofthe 2st century, Uiratch eveything one as eh 
tras shove is by Ksallpoweri The Law doesn ppt them becuse hy commas ae 
poles force. They perform atrocées'n neti mation, es the exparment that ced Rip. 

Wo wlstap hse? You, hopes. bu iy 0 presse 

fxch per ols the ral of shadow corpora. x eompary Bag onthe Farge of Ukr 

ehsiniuce Youre lokngo gin erough ered to topple the megi-corporsion and 
inde 2Isentary he nse way of soon ge sous fst Kt se Wee 

‘de phen era ighars rom every cornell rect to un enh ether eo bloody 

pps I televson rags rele the Super Bow! the Wer Sens and the OY vere 

role nn ore. The stadow ears ar faces wnrer becomes yc neo me 

How do yout the cra? Each layer sae ek wit nee it your carps 

tes sped Ae doi worry yous your opponer are pag these war: Cony 
sche 2st corm apzarery weed Ian 9 your eer your deck wilco 

co amparoet tes srr yur ee personel ke cers cheers 

“The car game rch Be the deo ve about ong ou wth Your epponent: You 
begn the gure wih one fer recy sgned The cle 2 “Fur sack” xh sac conta 
seve moves one ef whch mustbe hat warnor's spec azaeks Ths move rd ast be ce Up 
con the sade to show your opponents whieh fuer youve syne The move card must so bea 
specal move, andl the specal moves 2 sre per stack ust be forthe se eer 

‘When youre ready to begn combat one of yur Fhe ces of gant one of your oppo- 
nents Each weir begs the combat pas wth 8 arora Combats payed oun secueees 
of sran moves—ardsrevesed seancouly with your opponent—wat he payers apt 
10 play mover hey dk ie ther Fier. 

‘Almovesave speed (quck medium Src) andpacrer fo gh arya) vues Moves 
vw ndbard on deen how fst your move i where you pce your move nnd wis move 
Your opponent plays Fes moves wl say and but dover ele damage one oso poms zt 
‘mos. The slower moves aay ne butpacka puch Sho cere so er parent Heh 
‘moveske enprgmmores arprgmoves he tow moves Low moves ith moves Ar the moves 
are reveled payers mach the top of ther card aganstthe top of thr opponent's card your 
“toon hespatesofloodzros htop of most noe ce sh days ruber, ou 
Hic ot ances are you st been sacked 

you an sng together the proper sequences of moves tog you an WalOp YOU op 


Bien (Fileoon (eijouar (Speen ( 


ae video gue firs You no longer have spend ll your hard-earned esh on your 









A. Fighter Name:flgye 0 1eye his Wty ht, you git ae eta ht 
B, Blood line:lyor openers ihm gel the lesa ef he vo his 

gente fh whi ts peda! Mond you. FF, ALxtwox i: Sacen soo Fuge 
noe isan bls’ sot 

©. Damage: ll yoomange ht yur G. Cara Ty per Spec ee 
opmeatfisthmnuh dona ie maredck, HL. Special Rules: bors yhel 
D.Carad Name:lmsiom! kind facts Hoh Nekun Egy Ack 
E. Combo Markers: Tek 1. Caxd Quote: h tis ox, oe 
‘ono ork repese the mye that's berg do compet rg wee nat hip, 

played The ight cto oi sry wsed wi 


nent wth a comivo Yep hats ht se dhe ame 
your opponent fal below four he pox you maybe 
able to nd a chager move, whieh wily resus 
rvesome and mstarten for him 
‘Beas renin your hand ness they area per: 
mentee such2¢ smadow corps personnel, weak 
spot or enincerert, whieh case they may be pit in py. Wee 
spots hve quafers sh a “hgh free" whith asa biood sor to any one move 
bang payed tine woud alow tat move to thigh fercemoves maddeon towhat Raley cn 
Int Afr ts wed once, the eects scr ded, 
DDurrg.2 match fers exch phy sever move cards per sequence Alm each fighter has 
yd he sven moves the sequcnos oer and both payers pekup ems, dcr effects 
Played crmgthe sequence ard bregma new segue se the se sack wih the movesfrom 
the prewous sequence wind gin Fighters continue to bate ths way. aingas many sequences s necessary wo Gal 28 pons of age Co their 
‘ponent. As sa0nas ore her hs fered 28 pants of mage the mach end, and the other hues the winner: The ser hols up the cards 
ins ghee stack, and the wre puis out one random and tows tithe discards ple Ifthe loser was unlucky enough co be it by a ger 
‘move dhe ere stack gos dic’ ded 
‘A.urn works m the folowing order 
Draw Phase: Fach payer draws two cards and ads them to his hand Hand se s united Payers may exchange cards between fends and 
fener sacks Socks wh ess tnt seven move eds av unsgped Since you my ad any number of moves dunng the craw phase, stacks become 
sted when they contain seven or more mes 
PPromiation Phase: Tras phase determines who fehs who Each pyr wi have one wiror fh: Tras can be random or pyers can sata 
bog war Ina berg war al bs are mde wth ery pores Payers make ter in sere and reves her once The ghee wns 
there inde no-one wns A poe: wo wes he biking war may choose wo fits who ts tum 
‘Combat Phase: The pliyer exch combac wih he most aged er socks maypayan arenacard Aves decor whore thefighers wll 
Che eu snd fan fvor ne hr and we ham aed bones Snee ach nde ght takes pace separately, sever fits canbe gory on at 
‘onco and be drone arenas 
=. Fr End Phases Each payer checks for vctory Kany ayer (Je. Bot) or single 
/ Shute. Fabore, Orci etc) exnsthres ws the me end andlor pons 
are tte up The payer thatcan acount fr the mest weary pots wns, am 
ef Bob coerosFulgpre and Je conta Fulgore, and Bois won a match whe 
Jee'swon womnrches the me ends IF was pistberween Bob and Joe, the per 
with the most cory pits wins Snce there are no evs! tus n Kier se, 
thesa smoitneous ched fori layers 
‘Amanorfaw nthe gun tat tho top card your ger stack shown to your 
‘poner. This i est remedied however Duk pyesing we resorted wang 
exch ghtz's raw ecto cover the sack. Thus revesig he fh’ wey, be 
‘Overall Kier rss 2 good game fe is quate possbly the bes yh muaion 
ime on the market ls minor Faws are hidden by an exe, exci ann come 
system rirrors the vdeo game wel enough to aract the coin-op game fn ad 
SB ell wor the money veteran gers well -WiGe 
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Liz DANFORTH 


VITAL STATS: 





rT oO: Set nag eo ay 


‘game she had growing up was cowboys and 
Indians. Though she loved fantasy and science 
fiction, she majored in anthropology at 

Arizona State University and expected that art would be 

"nothing more than a hobby. 

“The birth of fantasy gaming turned that hobby into a 
vocation. For most of her career, Danforth has been known 
primarily for her black-and-white ink work for ron Crown, 
FASA, Came Designer’s Workshop ("Rest in peace,” she 
comments) and others. Her first professional work, in'1975, 
‘was a cover for a Fying Buffalo magazine called Supemova, 

"1 did a ‘supemovaing’ sun 
wth spaceships fleeing away 
from it 

Her work for Wizards of 
the Coast’s breakthrough 
collectble card game, Magic: 
The Gathering, has allowed 
Danforth to ‘expand her 
painting range. "it | were a 

iter, I'd say | was still 

Finding my votce [in color 

work}. Magic cards provide 

the periect venue to hone 
ny sail” 

Danforth tists 19%h- 
century English artist Aubrey 
Beardsley as a strong 
influence on her early ink 
work. "Everything was very 

wwous and organic,” she 
says. "Clean line work, 
strong lights and darks-—that 
definitely affected my biack- 
andwhite work” 

ih yonedsmrersnd She also aspires to the 

cuore Stade “otherworidliness" of 19th- 

century American painter 


Howard Pyle, Maxfield Parrish and N.C. Wyeth (who studied 
under Pyle). "I want to achieve the...sense of [an] ‘other 
place’ where you could almost step into the painting.” 

Her strangest experience involved a piece called With a 
Knot in My Stomach Begun as a sketch done *in an 
‘emotional furor" (I'm glad | dor’ feel that way anymore” 
isall she reveals now), she later painted i for 2 gallery show. 
Danforth says the piece, which shows a human body 
twisted as fit were made of rags, gets more response than 
any of her other work. The reaction surprised her, since she 
thought the unusual art wouldn't Interest others One 
‘vewer reportedly said, "A lot of the pieces in this art show 
are supposed to scare You, but that one really does.” 

Danforth has authored a few stones published in various 
gamerelated anthologees, but laments that she has Ie time to 
‘wmte, “can show prctures, but can el stones about therm. Fd 
ke to share that aspect of my umagination with people.” 

Look for upcoming examples of Danforth’s work in the 
Alliances expansion for Magi, the Dragons expansion for 
Iron Crown's Middle-earth CCG and the Mirage stand-alone 
set for Magic. 


‘Nome: Lie Dasari 

‘Birt: 1953 in Rockford, 
eapatio st wir 
‘Base af Operations: Phoom, Juiz, 
‘Corer Highlights: Arter for 
epi ton 
persone and callchoraine 


Favorite work by another artist... 

Hans Holbein's The Ambassadors isa picture of wealthy, 
powerlul men in full Renaissance costumes—fur, gold, 
velvet—but at the bottom of the painting isa gray smudge. 
‘When viewed at an angle, the foreshoctening effect creates 
the image of a skull, 2 symbol of death hidcen among the 
symbols of power. 

Favorite munchie at 2 a.m... 

Bread, especialy rye and muliqrain tm a "breadahol.” 

Things you colted.. 

Unusual things—crayfish claws, strange rocks, odd 
Jewelry-—to look at for ideas while m working, 

Favorite TV shows... 

‘The X-Files,” "The Simpsons.” 

Last good book you read... 

The 1811 Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue, which is full of 
university sang and underworld dialect. Vd like to write a 
story with characters using that sort af speach, 

Last good movie you saw.. 

“Braveheart.” | appreciated the realistic sword-fa 
none of ths sily “Oh, you've poked me in the shoulder" 
stutf, but swords really slashing into people's faces. That 
‘rakes up fr the factual inaccuracies 

Favorite roleplaying game... 

I started with [Flying Buifalos} Tunnels and Tro. With so 
Ite free te, | don’t play much, but my inends and | enjoy 
using Stellar Games’ Destiny Deck: Draw a few cards to 
cteate the atmosphere and the goal, and then just make up 
the adventure as you go. 

Favorite comic strips. 

Caivin and Hobbes, Saly Forth and Ditbert 

Nickname and how you got it. 

lust Uz. ve always wanted 2 nickname have frends 
nicknamed Bear and Ugly John—but I've never had one 

Favorite musical performers 

especialy lke the Clie ses; a jthro Tal, Aan Parsons 

‘Costume woen the last time you went trick-or treating... 

During my freshman year in hgh school, | dressed up as 
Wily Wonka, and my frend dressed as an Oompa-Loompa, 
and we went door-to-door passing out candy to the people 
in their houses We got alot of rally strange looks! 

If you were an all-powerful wizard, what you would 
4 with your powers. 

would create tolerance in all peopl. Yd solve ecological 
problems. On a more selfish note, fd make myself weigh 
120 pound, e 
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nd now for something completely 
diferent... 

No, ’snot a man with three nostri t's 
an all-new collectible card game based 
on *Monly Python and the Holy Gra,” 
the 1975 movie by the wacky British 
comedy troupe known to them and us 
as Monty Python. 

Put out by ilinois-based Kenzer & 
Co, the proposed 300-card set should 
{ind its way into stores everywhere this 
June, So dump all your Shivans and 
Moxes—all you need for this game 
{besides a starter and some boosters, of 
course) is a quick wit anda bit of levity. 


So How Do Ya Play? 
As king Arthur, your objective Inthe 
Rp. Morty Pt ond 
the Hoy Grall CCG 
ie to lend your 
b knights of the 
Round Teblein 
seatch ofthe 
Holy Grail, 


"The way you star,” says co-designer 






























































Brian Jel, “is by laying out 14 cards 
{from your deck} in front of you, srt of 
shaped like England, You need to move 
‘your knights through [your own] Eng- 
land one space ata time. Once you get 
‘through these cards, you get to an area 
(on the board infront of you that we call 
Avalon, which we refer to as the Grail 
Level There you have a chance at find- 
Ing the Holy Gral.” 

‘As you move through England, you" 
encounter such familar adversaries as 
hostile knights that go “Niht” and oth- 
rs thatll bite your leg off even after 
you've dismembered them, a killer rab- 
bit with nasty big pointy teeth, the Leg 
encry Black Beast of Aaaarrgggg}! and 
all kinds of monsters. You either com- 
bat them or try to outwit them. Mean- 
hile, your opponent's doing the same 
thing, And all the while, you're playing 
‘ards on each other to stop one another 
from reaching his goal 

Deck building can be a bittricky, says 
Kenzer Present and Python co-designer 
David Kenzer. "The tougher you make 
your deck,” he says, "the more likely 

your England's gonna be really 
hard to get through. If you go 
ahead an buy tons of cards and 
you've got all the Killer Rabbits 
‘and Legendary Black Beasts 
and Frenchmen you can get 
yyour hands on, you may 
have to fight those 

guys yourself, 
But there's 
still strategy, 
because when 
you build 
‘your deck, i 
you putin a 
Legendary 
Black Beast 


‘you're probably gonna want to put in 
€ couple of Cartoonist Dies cards. The 
animator has a fatal heart attack and it 
inates"the cartoon peril. I's ust 
additional strategy.” 

‘One ofthe key points of the game is 
that each card has two abilties on it 
"You'll have a primary aspect of the 
card," Jelke explains, “Ike an event or a 
taunt or something ll have a picture for 
example of the Frenchman, the quote 
fon there and some effect that would 
generally harm the other player. you 
don’t want to use it for that, Ure be 
a smaller box on the side that just says 
something like ‘or plus one combat.” 

“We think that’s gonna be a pretty 
strong aspect ofthe game. tl mean that 
every tum, you should be able to use a 
‘ard for something, You won'tjust be st- 
ting there waiting to draw out a particu 
lar type of card.” 

Ifyou like waiting for specific cards 
don't worry: There'll be plenty of item 
and weapon cards such as the Trojan, 
Rabbit, a Shrubbery and the Holy Hand 
Grenade. Of course, these things are 
pretty heavy to cary around, but jlke 
‘offersa solution. “All the knights have to 
have a page. In order [fora knight to jon 
‘your party, you have to bring outa page 
fromyour hand, because somebody has 
to cary his stl 3 

“That brings another element to the 
‘game. Maybe you can‘t hurt the quy’s 
knight, butf you somehow kil his page, 
then his knight wil go away.” 

Deceased characters.g0 
straight to the discard pil, 
or, as Kener & Co, cali 

the dead cart. You't have 
atleast a sim chance of 
resurectng your characters, 
however: The game contains 
an "Im Not Dead Yet" cacd. 





Kenzer & Co, has added a num- 
ber of unique aspects to the game 
toensue that the zaniness found in 
the movie transfers over to the CCG. 
‘We have a quote on almast 
every card," Jeke reveals, 
“andere gonna putin 

the ues that you have 
{o read the quote in 
‘order to make the 
car take eect. 
you wanna be a 
rules lawyer 
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MAY For example: 
Bees 
acters that John 
Cleese played in 
the movie. And 
iF you answer 
the question 
then that’s fine; 
if you fail to 
answer the 
‘question then 
you're subject 
to some nasty 
effect ike losing 
a knight. It’s a 
pretty unique 
type of card 
A # “= that | haven't 
and your fend!’ not reading the quote, seen in any other card game." 
‘wel, you can say it doesn't work. Plenty of strange cards abound, 
‘The other thing that’s kinda pop- including the one elke’ currently work 
lar, but some [pay-testers] didn’t wanting on, Intermission. “You play it and 
ta do tt, are these song cards. There's your opponent has to go take a break 
limited number of songs in the move, You're allowed to take your turn while 
‘ke ‘Brave SirRobin’ And the dea of the they're gone, so I guess you're on your 
cards that ill have a verse You play honor. The main point is that he con‘t 
tton the other player and he needs to play cardson you then We're gonna test 
stand up and sing the song; otherwise, that and see how it works. I can't quar 
some bad effect takes place. It’s noth- —anige that itl be in the fina! version.” 
ing too extreme, but atthe same time But quite possby the most intriguing 
itl be kind of sly swe start dong tour- (and poteniually cheesy) card sone that 
rnaments and we've got people stand- can winitallforyou in one shot.“ you 
ing up sifiging songs." have the night card,” says Kenzer, “You 
Tha’s not al. Payers should be sue can win the game on turn one. There's 
they know such complex facts ther ‘cord that lets you jump all the way 
‘own names and ther favaite colors to Avalon from wherever you're at 
That's right, you'l be facing the Bnage and|eis you make a rolfor the Gr 
Keeper—who has trouble deretiaing te called Last Chance.” Obviously, 
between Afncan and European sab you're supposed to save the card for 2 
ows—and he won't lt you itch effort when your oppo- 
\pass until you've answered nent’s mere moments 
three questions. away from winning the 
“Thetstones, of couse, game, but you can 
ibe easy” Jekesays, "te take a shot at win- 
"What's your name?” or ning right away 
‘What’ your quest?” Arc if you're dealt 
thetic one wll bea ta the card 
«queston on the move, your first 
the Pythons orsome- hand. If 








don't succeed in finding the Grail with it, 
yyou'te sent all the way back to the bot- 
tom level, 


Can You Picture That? 

The act for the cards sarge being taken 
straight from lasers, with only a small 
amount of onggnal art being used for bor- 
ders card backs, symbo’s and afew other 
things. With some 90 minutes’ worth of 
fir, there ae plenty of pictures avaliable, 

"The more time | spend going 
through this movie and trapping pic- 
tures" Kenzer says, “the more funny 
stuff Ifind. There's gonna be cards that 
people look at and say, "| don’t know 
where that came from in the movie 

"was workang on one lastnight, the 
part where they just ran away from the 
Frenchmen and Lancelot says something 
fic, The fiends, tear ther apart’ And 
Arthurs the, ‘No, no, no,’ and he holds 
him down, 

"When you're watching the movie, 
you're always looking at Lancelot and 
“Arthur because that’s where the action 
is. But when trapping a shot for the 
game, Im looking atthe other people's 
faces to make sure they aren’t blutry 
and stuf. 

‘in that particular scene, Brave Sir 
Robin is hilarious. He's got his shield halt 
Up, he's hicing behind it, he's got this 
eine ook on his face. | was ust crack: 
Ing up. That tuff you jst don’t see when 
you're watching the movie because Your 
‘eyes are attracted to the action, So we've 
got virtually an infinite number of cards we 
can come out with.” 

That being the case, the company 
has tentabvely scheduled its fst expan- 
sion set for March of next year. 


How The Quest Was Won 
Backin 1993, je, Kenzer, Steve Johans- 
son, Mark Schultz and Adam Niepam- 
nik decided to turn their hobby, 
roleplaying, into business, and thus was 


‘bom Kenzer & Co. The company's fan 
tasy roleplaying campaign product line, 
The Kingdoms of Kalamar,'s slowly gain. 
{ng speed thanks to some postive word 
‘of mouth, and the company’s hoping 
that Monty Pythan will really put them 
‘on the map, 

Invually, the group wanted to put 
out a board game, so they all began 
searching for certain licenses, reveals 
Kenzer *Bna flee] actually made ths 
big list of movies, and we were kicking 
around some ideas, Then we decided to 
seriously think about something we 
might want to license. Hell, {I'm} an 
attomey that does intellectual proper- 
tes licensing for a living, so why don't 
we use that? 

“think Lwent through my movie co 
lection and started fooking at them, and 
| was ke, ‘Holy cow, Monty Python! 
‘we can't sell that to gamers, then we 
know we should just quit?” 





"So | called Bran up and he started 
going through his ist, and told him to 
stop because | had the ulirmate game. 
AI desenbed it to him he agreed that, 
‘twas the ultimate license, The funny 
tng was, i was on Hiss, but was ie 
30 down—under The X-Files’ and above 
"The Lion King” 

So Kenzer & Co. called up Python 
Pictures and, since nobody was doing 
anything with the ficense, got the ights. 
It didn’t take long for the group to 
change its mind and do a CCG instead 
‘of a board game. And Kenzer & Co’s 
been happy ever since. 

“We want people tobe laughing out 
louel when they pay thy,” sums up Jee. 
“We're having a great time designing it 
and people have half as much fun play- 
ingitaswe've had designing itso far, then 
| thing’ realy gonna bea success” 


sy Kardon, teen hearth ab nd copy 
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Monty Python and the Holy 


Grail’s Coolest Cards 





Yiknow, sometimes the best 
‘ards in 2 game aren't the most 
powerful or expensive ones, 
Sometimes they/re ust the most 
fun. So we asked Monty Python 
‘an the Holy Gra game dearer 
Bran Jelke for his opinion on the 
rreatest cards in the set. Here's 
‘what he said 

Famous Historian and Slay- 
ing of the Historian: Whie the 
Historian can help you aut dur- 
ing the game, your opponent 
tosses out a Slaying of the His. 
onan card, your game ends in 
2 certain number of turns. "This 
is @ game winner and darkly 
hilarious atthe same tne *| 

{nights of the Round Table 
Song three cards, one verse on 





PLAYER 2 


se) oe) Roun Table rea 








each), Stand up and sing or sufer the 
consequences! "I love to hear Adam 
[Niepomni butcher this sona, Espe- 
caaly the word “indefatigable.” 

Get On With It your opponent's 
‘moving too slow, you play ton him 
and itbecornes your tum, “The perfec. 
card to use on Mark [Schult and all 
other slow indecisive peop.” 

Grail-Shaped Beacon: Casile 
‘Anthrax and ts resents, ie Zoot di 
tract your opponent tf, ui eds. 
*xightsare drawn tit ke ots toa 
flame. Another game winner, and one 
‘ofthe cards developed early on.” 

Sir Robin: ‘Weak asa chi but he 
can't be lec in combat because he 
ust runs away. Pretiy cool indeed * 

The Legendary Black Beast 
of Aaaarrrgggh: Sacn- 
fice someone from the 
Round Table just for 
encountenng the beast 
‘Then facea nearly hopeless 
battle "This probably the tough 
‘est monster in the game short of 
the killer rabbit—another cool 
‘ard, but you'l have to wat to 
hhear about that one * 

Repression: “Allaws 2 
knight to throw chwairy out 
the window and get rid 
of those pesky 
peasants such 
a5 Dennis” 


NOW GO AWAY. 

BEFORE | TAUNT 

YOU A SECOND: 
Timer 


The Holy Hand Grenade of Anti 
‘och: "0 Lord, bless this thy hand 
grenade that wath it thou mayest blow 

shine enemies to tiny bits, in thy 
mercy. ‘Nuff sai.” : 

Get Slop Poured on You: Rude 
Frenchman at Caste Asartagg dump 
slop... on Arthur in the movie. In the 
game, your humubated knight must 
fight an opponent. “It used in con- 
Juction with a tough monster, your 
‘opponent is almast guaranteed to lose 
bis best knight ” 

Al the taunt cards: “I ove to read 
the quotes. The effects are prety use 
ful too. I was teaching these Swedish 
‘guys to play atthe GAMA trade show. 
Imagine the sound af a Swede speat- 

g English but doing a 

French accent. We're 

going to be really 
big in Sweden.” 

—Andrew Kardon 
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THE PROFESSOR IS IN. 


Dressed in ederk grey/areenfanoe sir jeans anda 
air of ac stp-on canvas shoes, the loc Foser appears 
toslfln confit with hs Satordag moraing audience spec- 
‘elrs athe science ition and anlasy convention F-ConV, 
Postar is puguecous, arteuleta endo timasimpetln! with 
‘he nd o naive tewning Trek fens seemtohospon Ihe eg- 
cendarg TV show. 

Cesc in pla he panel thal Foster, Ser Trek navel- 
{nt Berhare Homhly, comics writer Pler David end fen- 
tasy writer Doug Murrey erechairing. "StarTrek Is This 
Ow Future?” 

"isn," says Foster 

“The ques fr the ses ia elf ol mening’ previous 
exploreons, wil be driven by teooed a make pra Fos- 
{er soys simpy, The auence tll Trek fans, ives upa 
collective groan athe bersh 
ali. Poster srs, 

“Tmerealis, besays,"But 
‘hllosaphicaliy man pimist” 

Ws. fing and ecenrete 
ell-teseripion, 

For the lst 20 years, Fos 
ler, 48 end the eutor of mars 
‘hen 80 hooks, his lett being 
‘ioolpla Last (Turner, $2195), 
has suffered the slings end 
aurowsal both fans and cries in 
bis eltempt to ringerediity 
{oa much-matigned artform: 
sereenpley novelization 

Fram his rst hookin the 

eare, ransforming ho alien 
schlock-emale-Terzen movie 
“Loana“ntosomething allway 
rondable, a his "Star Wers"- 
‘nsplrdbestsellor Splint athe 
Mind's Bye on through be Star 
‘rel Logs end tho “Alea” 
ogy Foster says behas worked 
‘ocraft hase hooks with ell he 
sl Imeginetion end effort he 
‘would devote hs awn per- 
anal profes. Now be would pan ere fet. 
lke some respect 
‘INQUEST, How éld vou become involved 
innovelizations? 
ALAN DEAN FOSTER: Ballantine had bought the 
rights to one of the worst movies ever made, a flim 
called “Luana,” It was a really hideous, purported 
female Tarzan movie that combined all the worst 
aspects of Italian filmmaking and, because | had a 
‘masters in film and knew my way around a film 
script, Ballantine asked if | would be mterested in 
‘making it into a book, They didn’t even have a 
copy of asenpt for me to look at. 

| watched the fl, in Htalan, and it was so bad 
that | threw out the whole thing, except for the 
bare outlines ofthe plot Bascal, all did was nov- 
‘ele the caver which was parted by Frank Frazetta. 
‘And that’s how I began to dom novelization, 





‘Te highly sucess Spier af the Mins ye nave. 
sheen transfated nn 2 coi Dok sara ran 


‘Do you give nevelizations the same commitment as 
‘screenplays or your personal work? 

approach them all with the same seriousness 
and I think that's why my novehzations have been 
so successful. 

People know. You don't fool the reader. The 
readers accept a book and if somebody has obvi- 
‘ously slapped it together m afew weeis fora quick 
paycheck, people can tell, 

Vl put Alen up against a lot of books as a b00k 
‘and say ths is good book. Nevermind that it oig- 
inated as a movie. You would be surprised about 
the prejudice that there is about novelzation, Part 
Of itis because there is 3o much quickie, bad stuf 
‘churmed out 

‘Also, people don’t think about novelization 
In the same light. You take a book and make it 
into a movie, you get an 
Academy Award, Best 
Screenplay Adaptation. 
You take a movie and turn 
it into a book, you don’t 
get anything, You don’t 
get no respect. 

How did you get invelved in 
‘writing the Star Wars” nov- 
lization and Splinter of he 
Mind's Bye? 

Iwas 2 two-book contrac, 
the novelization and Spiin- 
ter. Warking with George 
Lucas was one of the most 
pleasurable experences Ive 
‘ever had working with any- 
‘one in the movie business, 

George sad, “I want a 

‘sequel book It needs to be 
a book that can be filmed 
fon alow budget." The idea 
being that nobody knew 
how "Star Wars" was going 
todo, and George, thinking 
ahead and obviously having 
studied Walt Disney, wanted 
to be able to male a sequel 
utitang existing props. 
That's winy the story s set on a fog-shrouded 
planet, it cuts down on expensive backgrounds. 1 
‘onginally hada fy lage space battle in there, but 
twas cut, That was the only major change 
‘Dofans sill come upto you andask you to explain 
[Lake and Leia's now incestuous kissing scene and 
Darth Vader'smear death in Splinter? 
Nobody ever asks me about that. They elther tell 
‘me they fked the book or they didnt ike the book. 
They were more concerned about Vader losing his 
‘arm in Splter as opposed to him losing itan "led" 
| did get questions about that, but i's something 
have ne response for. 

‘When you start out writing a story and! it ends 
Lup becoming a mythology, t's very cifcult to go 
bback retroactively and fix things But these are ques- 
tions you should ask George, What I suspect i that 
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he thought he was going to make acer.“ ‘care what she was playing, She just hap- 
tanmae and he was’ too concemed puhed tobe a Sar trek charac, 
veh what he was gong to do wih the iked Sct, jmmy Doohan's char 
Zard sequel o whatnt. acter. He struck me as being less 
‘What was itike working with Lucas? { » ‘Olympian and more human than any of 
Uhad a ball warking wath in Hes jst 2 the other characters. He was the blue 
rida poy Hele happens tobe ore colar gy, oth fer ue colar cn 
ary flmaker wth ot of raney, and dle, dn therein the dumps Saving 
fay think he makes the motes he ray, Doing the hard wor file eer 
takes because those are what he wants tne cb was hopping around geting all 
{pace al obo ee mang thom ‘ the glamour 
Vhaven’t seen agreat many Pollowiog the Star Trek Logsseries, you 
years and, unless he's changed, he's stl f ‘were heavily involved withthe ist 
the nicest guy I’ve ever worked with i “Star Trek” movie, 
the business Iwrote the treatment fr the fst im, 
‘Which universe do you prefer: Star Wars or ‘The first five minutes of "Star Trek: The 
Siar Trek's? 4 Mobon Picture,” are mine. Butafter that, 
would prefer Allens. [Loughs] Actually, it was all changed. You see, as soon ay 
| prefer Star Wars’. But really, i's apples | " "Star Trek” became a big-budget move, 
ard ranges Gre sine ofa mya \ became an instant ron-person. Noy 
young her thing an the others mach aided ine my efter, anus fy | 
more versatile Ui would have given it freely, which prob: 
Tanta pike over the othe, bi woul have puzed ton abit more 
“There ae other things that prefer, Me But that expenence precipitated my 
“Forbidden Plant.” That's beter idea BE cvove to Arizona. just go fed up. They 
forme of what | want a sence ff ted to keep mame a the seript ard 
fim tobe about : Me Vhhad to go to arbitration with the 
Sure, W'sa Holywood erecuton, but Witers cute. 
at least there's something a little deep But the monks say he's the Devil and as How do you go about adapling scripts or 
there Yes you have the scanty cada, long as they keep him locked up, the seeemplas? Dove ave follow 20g 
you have the funny robot, but behind it world will be a reasonably safe place. The guidelines laid out hy the film or TV 
ai there's sametheg much bigger ven ax te he was out was World War. show's roca? 
Ita ripoff of Shakespeare. The guy let's him out and sure General, Fett alone andl approach 
‘Actual, before the StarTrek Logs 1 enough, i's the Devi and Word War ll wt asa fan, as someone siting in a 
haraly ever watched “Star Trek" I starts At the end of the episode, the move theater who wants to see the 
vtched The Twilight Zone Isivatch guy spends the est of his Me dolng best move posse. 
"The Twiight Zone Iwatch@overand penance for tts He nally catches the When''™m doing @ novelization, t 
cveragan. They more ith one guy ew locks hum up im his hotel room — essentially get to ewe the movte ad 
wna room, shot blackand wie than and ashe's preparing tomovelim, you Voytofxesmary ofthe isaess ean, 
aoe ofthe shows tod and add as much inter 
take with big budgets 6 cing tials len, 
nd by at THE QUEST FOR THE pee are the two 
bool aha) STARS, LIKE ALL OF ‘main things you try to 
| a. Sorneteres 
ivtwte MANKIND’S PREVIOUS =“ Smeimethg le 


you get away with it, 
ee eS = EXPLORATIONS, WILL and semen 
Thewrting. Te wring BE DRIVEN BY THE NEED wrote acompletely di- 
and the acting as well ” ferent ending for and a 
My favorite "Twilight TO MAKE PROFIT. whole bunch of ditfer- 
Zone” epsode was called cent stuf, they say, "No, 
‘The Howling Man It was writen by see the maid's hand reach for the key you can't get away with that” 
Charles Beaumont, a writer who died to the hotel room door because of the Your approach fim noveizaion has 
‘young, around 42. You tak to writers Ike howling coming ‘rom the room. It was samelines put you alos with he movie 
Harlan Elson and Noman Spinrad, al very, very eerie and done with practi 
these guys looked up to Beaumont. «ally no money. 

ts about a man fst in Europe in the How about "Star Trek"? Youshviowsly I can't tellyou that because ofthe 20th 
rmourtansina tembie storm and hes taken walehed enough eplsedes familiarize Century Fox contract. But let me see 
intoamonastayand he hearsaman how yourself wih hecharacters.Do you have what I can tell you, There's no gratu- 
10g, he hears thishordble owing sound, _afavorileStar Trek character? itous death of the ite girl, which was 

He goes up, finds a man in the cell ‘That's good question. Nobody has ewer Ripley's motivation for fving and fight- 
[who] tres otellhim the monks are mad asked me that before | was aways very ng. Ripley doesn't die in the end, And 
and they're going to lock him up too, fond of Nice Nchos characte. ldh’t little things, like you don't have 23rd 




















se WGQo us es 





century guys looking for battees for 
a flashlight—those common 20th 
century anachronisms that Holly- 
‘wood doesn't deal with, 
Obviously youre hig sci-fi film fan, 
Do you have any favorite movies? 
My favorite? “Forbidden Planet.” But 
have too much of a soft spot fort. 
Ie was kind of formative film for me 
| think it was fora lot of people my 
age. Isaw rtat a drive-in movie when 
Itecame out 

There are two excellent science 
fiction movies and one pretty good 
one that came out in the 1950s. The 
two biggies were “Forbicden Planet” 
and “The Day the Eatth Stood Stil 
The other is “This sland Earth." It has 
very good special effects; the aliens 
were not horrible monsters But “Star 
Ware" is up there and "Close Encoun- 
ters" Is aso up there. 
Doyouhavea favorite science 
fiction hook? 
have to ge you a handful of stuf, 
‘Men, Martians and Machines by Enc 
Frank Russell which contains the frst 
‘reat story in science fiction that uses 
ecology, my opinion. Any collection of 
Robert Sheckley short stones, Arthur C 
Clarke's Childhood's End and Asimov's 
Foundation Tiogy. 
Where da you ake your inspiration from? 
Alot of it comes from my travels | was 
‘amazed that when I met these literary 
{gods of mine that they never traveled. 
They were very much stay-at-homes, 
Their idea of a big trip was to go from 
LA to New York. There were few excep- 
fons ike Harry Harison and his wit, but 
‘not many. So my travels do inspire 


































Lust finished a novel that's setin cor 
temporary Papua, New Guinea, that is 
neither science ficton or fantasy. It's 
called The Last Parad. just tumed ri 
and my agent's going to option 
Its a contemporary adventure story 
‘about an American guy who shaving a 
tough time of it because his wife and. 
clildren were kled nan accident and he 
{goss there to fin himself 
‘Whichis easier for you to write:characters: 
orsifuations and ploting? 
The easiest thing for me Is describing, 
alien workds. have a good tre descrb- 
ing aliens and alien worlds, For me to 
do Midworld and 20 years later do a 
sequel, well, that jungle i as familar to 
me as any on Earth, | Jove to travel and 
I travel where I can. And where I can’t, 
make it up. 
‘Which characters are the mos dificult? 
The human characters are the tough: 
cst to develop. Aliens find very e35y, 
or fantasy creatures, but real 
human beings are dificult. 
ayia because theyre so fri 
lar to people You can fudge more 
veth an ahen, but with humans, every- 
one isa entic 
‘Da yeukosp up with any of te curren crop 
fiction TY shows now airing? 
uy. The “Star Trek” stuff 1s very well 
done, it’s beautifully done They've got 
a proper budget. The special effects they 


ram dnaswars to pon esiriches,faster's 
verses wit 1 weit af 





can do today are wonderful, but | 
find it’s very repetitious and Ifind i's 
alot of shoot-em-up, 

Thad very high hopes for “Third 
Rock from the Sun.” I's very nicely 
acted. John Lithgow \s, of course, 
wonderful, as is Jane Curun, but 1's 
tembly written. You get these huge 
sappointments one after another. 

1M tll you a TV show I watch reli 
grously, "Re-Boot.” | know it’s can- 
celed, but how they did that week 
aiter week was incredible It's won- 
derful stuf. 
You've written extensive o both the 
science fiction and fantasy genres 
Which do you preter? 
| prefer to wnite science fiction The 
fantasy novels are very fight. | have 
a book that just came out called Mad 
‘Amos, wich is all western fantasy. 
Its a series of stories about a moun- 
tain man who isa hittle more than he 
appears to be But those stones are all 
Aight and fun. 

There's more meat to cence fiction. 








We gave Alon Denn Festa word asc 1st 
nd sed fan oro hist ngs hat come 
‘nts ead fe each cone 


Stor Wars: George lus. Poo iene tin 
could moke mney ot the movies. 

Time travel: 16. Wols. Great eeept Prob 
by impossible, 

Asimay: Robots Awonderfl mon whe ved 
tow. 

‘Aliens: Same of my fvarita people. 

‘The Future: hole one 500 yoors 
taseo what it col bring 

‘Sor Treks Tired importon in is day, has beccrne 
igh eau is evo shules. 
Srodbury:A14 oor vio sol pot 
Spoce: ie place ovis I woul wont a 
lve thre 

War of the Warlds: A gteo Costs ls 
‘trated came | never read the book, but twas 
1 goa omic 

Arif Ineligence: 18k o arfuman 
frend wheter san enor amachine 4 pre- 
Fern lin but see fora machin hot can 
fa back, Maybe con speak wth someone 
wha con peck esanby. — ADC 
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LEGEND BENEFITS 
The Legend Membership gets you 
ranked and gives you more: 
= ADuelists’ Convocation 
‘membership card—exclusive 
to Legend members 
© Special subscription rates for 
The Duelist™ Wizards of the , 
Coast, ne’ oficial Deckmaster 
magazine 
‘+ Two playable Magic: The 
Gathering cards, featuring 
‘unique art available only to 
Legend members 
‘+ Acollectible Magic: The 
Gathering poker deck 


“© Special counts on Duels 
(Convocation merchandise 
+e plus surprises too coo! to 


When you're a member of the Duelists' Convocation™, 
every match you play in a DC sanctioned tournament 
counts toward your official international ranking. The 
‘more you win, the higher you're ranked. Asa top 
ranked DC member, you could land a spot on the 
$1,000,000 Magic: The Gathering® Pro Tour™! 


DCMEMBERSHIP 


Legend Meribership in the Duelist’ Convocation provides you with 
the ultimate competitive advantage in Oeckmaster® tournament 
‘competition, The Legend Membership gives you a ranking, more 
information, more privileges, and access to more coo! stuff than 
‘your average tournament player. n hort, It gives you the edge you 
need to be the best! 

[Mana Membership i available forall tournament competitors who, 
just want to get ranked, By competing in @ OC sanctioned tourna 
‘ment, you will automatically receive a membership card and entry 
into the DC database... for free! 


e 
omy 


Legend Membership $12.00 

‘Special Subscription Rate Exclusive to Legend Members: 
‘Six issues of The Duelist $14.95 

For credit card orders and membership renewals 

call 1-619-738-2379. ¢ 
Visa, MasterCard, Discover 

For membership and sanctioning informatior 
call (206) 204-8032. 
Or send with payment to: 
‘The Duelists' Convocation 


‘mention here! 















Legend ofthe Five ings 6a game of strate 
and honor, The Emperor lies dying 

and it's your jab to win the throne 

for your clan, We'll start by talking, 
about the strategy Involved, then 
branch of into how a deck is con- 
structed with nothing more than the 
common cards you already have. 

ther your clan and read ont 


Strategy 


Fle: In the first few turns of any game, 
youl want ta focus on your fe. Bring 

Ing new gold-producing holdings into 
play i always more important than bring- 
Ing in personales, Holdings will ve you 
the gold you need te bring in other cards. 
Ifa personality is your frst tur’s “purchase, 
‘then you'll be one tun behind your oppo- 
rent in your gold production. 

Dynasties: through your 
dynasty deck quickly. It may be pamful to di 
card a personality lke Ogre Bushi or your Clan 
Champion, but if you don't have the money 
or haner necessary to bring him ito play, 
he's simpiy fling a province that mght 
provide a better card, The provinces 
give you the ability to draw up to 
four cards a turn from your dynasty 
deck. your opponent's putting two, three 
or four dynasty cards into play per turn, 
vive very long by bringing out one card per tur. 

‘Once you have a few holdings in play, hire some per- 
sonalites and look for combat. I's important to attach fol 


ranged attacks as well asthe sheer numbe 
ays to victory. 

Battles: When you enter battle, you need to 
realize that t can be won or lost in several dit- 

nt places, Before the bate be 
aly units can use their speed to attack 
an undefended province, To 

cavalry, Your 
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battle actions that alow you to 

‘change provinces are also use- 

ful. This wil allow you to match 

‘your mere powerful infantry up against the 
speedy but less numerous cavalry. 


(Once battle is engaged, 


‘Aster the defender's made the frst move, plenty of tactics 
‘can sl affect the battle’s outcome. For instance, play Deadly 
Ground tf you're ahead on force so no new battle actions can 
be played. 

“Two things to remember Your opponent can‘t do anything 
Until you resolve your action. And when you play a card or 
action as important as what you play. 

Duels: Due's are another good way to gain honor and efen- 
inate the deadlier personaltiesin your opponent's family. Never 
challenge a personalty wath a higher chi than your own, smce 
they can strike immediately and win. Remember, you can 








it’s timefor thefist battle action Since the 
defender aways goes first, this advantage 
can be used to win the battle a great deal 
ofthe time. Ths isthe best time to play a 
terran car, because your opponent can't 
play one winle yours sn play. I's aso a 
{G00d time to use ranged attacks or Fear 
‘Since this action is before your opponent 
‘an ad bonuses to is personals or tol 
lowers, your ranged attack can kil therm 
before they get to big. Also, s both sides 
have archers, eting loose your arows first 

i make sure he can't release his 

When you're being attacked by large 
anny, 1's probably not to your advantage 
‘totheow your units in front ofthe province 
if you know they/l be killed. Even if the 
province is saved from destruction, you 
won't be able to defend your other 
Provinces. Your best bets to combine your 
defenders to win one battle rather than 
split them up. You might have fewer 
provinces, but youl have enough troops 
tokeep the remaining ones around. Also, 
if you do win the batt, youl have reduce 
‘your opponent's numberof troops. 
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Card Dissection 


‘A. Force: How big and bad your personality, 





B, Character Name: The name of your personality In Rokugan, 
like Japan, the faity name comes frst 


. Chi: The personality’ power and strength, Used for duels against 
‘other personalities and by the shugenia for casting spells. 


, Minimum Family Honor: Your personaly won't Work for any 
family wth fess honor than this 


E. Gold Cost: How much a personality’ services wal cost, 
F. Personal Honor: The hanor rating of your personality, 


G. Text: Gives clan afiliation (f the personality is a samurai or a 
shugerya) and tells what specal abies the personaly possesses 





increase your personalty’s ch by adding 
the focus value of cards you dkscar from 
your hané 

Ifyou can create two duels na battle, 
tty using law focus values inthe fist duel 
and saving your big nurnbers forthe sec 
‘ond, more important foe. you're going 
ta-be challenging your opponent to duels, 
you should have some cards that penal 
ize dishonored personalities. If thelr per 
sonaltties refuse the duels, then you can 





bring shame upon ther family or they _prowinces ealy. Onceyoulvedone that, | U2" 
‘may even commit seppuky in a fi of be pahent unbl you've built an over: | Dynasty Gards 
despair vwhelming advantage, then send the |” chrysanthemum Festival 
Honor: The mperalfavorisabig ben- thundenpg hoaves downto crush your | > Diamond Mines 
efit for the most honorable player. You | opponent, 1 Glimpse ofthe Unicorn 
can get the favor unopposed when you | Stables jade Worksand Small Farms | 1 inhentance 
have more honor than your opponent, so are base gold-producing holdings 1 Hach Daiyy 
you should doitwheneveryoucan affod | *TheSanctiedTemplesareincluded | 3 jade Works 
to Even if you use the favor simply to | mcaseyourhonor ipsbelow ero and | 1 Masier Smith 
draw an exra card rom your fate deck, youineed tobbing outsbmve personalities | 3 Matsu Agetokis 
this can be very benef that require honor. 1 Moat 
The ability to prevent honor loss or |" «The Master Smith and Retired Gen- | 3 Mortos 
restore a personality’s honor are impor- | efal add force to your faster but less 1 Ogre Bushi 
tant and occasionally very valuable The _ powerul eovalry. 7 Ont no Tsuibur 
best use of the favor isto remove aunt | Onna Tsubunu is wonderful erly | 1 Oracle of Earth 
from a battle. This can be used to win Mi the game, since he Gets a sicforce | 3 Otaku Kamokos 
close baitles by removinga snglebig unit onus when attacking ais undefended |) 1 Retired General 
tom canta rsamgaunttatssbot.Ipoviee Whestacng angle penne | 2suncfed Teles 
to be destroyed, Finally, the favor is very ality, the Shuriken of Serpents can almost Fay Hanes 
useful m protecting your provinces from assure tum a dear path, Heres. 


destruction. By removing the attacker's 
largest unit, they may not have enough 
force to destray the provnce. 

Diplomacy: In 2 multiplayer game, 
diplomacy with the other players sas 
important a the cards you play. Ina two: 
player game, overwhelming force is a 
able irateay, but in a muitplayer game 
you anger the entire empire—the other 
players your family 1s destined ta be 
short-Ived. The fst player to race toward 
political victory (40 paints of honof) is 
key to be attacked by one, if not all, of 
the other players. On the other hand, t's 
very dificult to destray all the provinces 
In the game, so political victory 1s com= 
‘mon in multiplayer games. 


Deck Construction 


Your fist decision n constructing a deck 
js which dan to pay. This is going to be 
the biggest decision you rake, soa few 
comments on each lan ae n order: 

+ Crabs: Lots of defense and force but It 
tle honor, chi or magic. This dan fits best wth quick strike 
delensive decks 

* Crane: Honoc—and toa certan extent gold—i the focus of 
a Crane deck It isn't good at combat but is formidable in a 
multiplayer game or for a fast honor 
vctory 

+ Dragon: Dragon does everything farly wel. Its probably the 
best ofthe clansat dueling but not particule great a amass 
ng honor. 


you down. 


race to 40 honor 














undering Hooves 
ie ‘Hoe ‘one objective: 
Use the speed advantage af cavalry to 
destroy one of two undefended 


* Reserve assassins for use against 
cavalry personalities that could slow 


+ Explosives and Breach of Eti- 
quette slow down decks that try to 


+ Rallying Gry wil ring an array 
home unbowed, ready to defend 
against a counterattack. 

+ Block Supply Unes can bow your 
‘opponent’ largest unit and send ithome 
» oF keep one of your tints alive, 























3 Shinjo Yasarmuras 
VShinjo Yokatsu 
3 Small Farms 

3 Stables 


Fate Cards 
1 Ancestral Sword of Unicom 
1 Barbarian Mercenanes 
2.Block Supply Les 
2 Bountiul Harvests 
2 Breaches of Eiquette 
1 Cavalry Archers 

+ | 3Charges 


1 Explosives 
2 Frendes 










2 Geisha Assassins 
1 Hawk Riders 

2 Heavy Cavalries 

2 Kolat Assassins 

1 Light Cavalry 

3 Medium Cavalres 

2 Rallying Cries 

1 Ring of Earth 

1 Ring of the Void 

1 Shuriken of Serpents 
2 Supenior Tactics 

3 Wyrm Riders 





+ Lion: The Lion 
clan has some ofthe 
best attacking personalities, and the house ability adds co this. 
Lian 1s strong in honor, so both victory conditions are repre- 
sented. However, Lion is weak in magic and has ttle money wath 
which to begin. 

+ Phoenbx: Phoeric tends to start stowly, and you wil need some 
samurat to support the shugenja, but when their magic 1s, 
released the game ts probably over, 


pucy 19 sR wt 














+ Unicorn: Neary all Unicom 
personalities are on horseback, 

and the ability to attack and 

destroy undefended provinces will qve you a 

resource advantage later in the game. The Uni- 

‘com clan has the highest starting gold production, 

Which makes up for mediocre magical abilty and low honor 

Design your clan's deck in two parts: your dynasty deck 
and your fate deck. The former should be the focus of your 
attention. 

The fs thing to ook at's the ratio of cards. Having the same 
umber of personalities and holdings 1s a good rx for the 
dynasty deck. You don't want to have more than 15 to 20 per- 
cent of your dynasty deck made up of event cards, Events are 
wonderful, but they don’t add to your fet’ resources. 

In a 40-<card dynasty deck, a good design would be four 
events, 18 personaliues, 16 gold-producing holdings and two 
holdings that produce special abies, 

You'll want to have some of the holdings specific to your 
clan, but that only makes up a few of your cards. Make sure that 
Your stronghold can bring in most of your holdings. You'll 
Want to get a gold-producing holding out on the frst tum, 
and you'll need about 40 percent of your dynasty deck to be 
{gold producers for that to be likey. If you don’t get a gold 
producer out on the frst turn, consider discarding all four cards 
‘rom yous provinces. 

Ifyou plan on winning via honcr, you'll want a handful of 
honor-producing holdings in your deck as well—-about 10 to 
25 percent of your dynasty deck, OF course, this depends on 
how quickly you're trying to gain honor and how many of 
your hhonor-producing holdings can give you gold 

‘Choose personalities based on what you're trying to do. 
Decide early if you want to use magic and haw often. The 
shugenja are the only personalities that can do magic, but they 
‘are useless in battles (except fr their spells, of course). You 
reed! to decide i force s more important than chi (battles vs. 
duels) andl whether you want to save some gold on personal 
ities with higher honor requirements. 

‘Make sure that some of your personalities have low or 
rho honor requirements because an unfortunate honor loss 
could make it dificult to bring in enough personalities to 
protect yourself. 


Mastering Legend of the Five Rings 


Learning Legend ofthe Five Rings snot dificult, but mastering 
itis another thing entirely. Those looking for rnore advanced 
tips should begin by reading the two books that were primary 
source material and inspirations for the game’ The Art of War 
bby Sun Tau and The Books of Five Rings by Miyamoto Masashi. 
“They were invaluable in creating Legend of the Five Rings anc 
are must forthe player who wants to bearmaster, 








Legend ofthe Five Rings deiner Dawid Witham was born 
‘andl ase in Syracuse, NY, by bis lovmg porents, but the inces- 
“sant an kept him msde oo often and games were the oly thing 
todo, He recently tumed away from 0 lucrative career in engr~ 
‘neering to be poor and happy ploymag games, 
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The Card to Get 


School of Wizardry 

This is a terribly popular card because it allows a) 
player ta bring human shugerja—elemental wizards 
into play for free As my great uncle once told me, 
“"Free sa very good price” 





























The Playing Field 


See “The Charades whe d your fighting 

B, Units: The cards attached to your pesonality: 

€ Stronghold: Yourdan's home ts theca sam onthe 
back ofthe box. 

. Holdings: The cards that tell you how rich you are, 

E. Provinces: Your lands. You want to keep these around at 
all costs, 

F. Dynasty Deck: Where your personalities, roves and 
holding cards come fom, 

G. Fate Deck: Cards that support your personales 

H. Dynasty Discard Pile: This one ar too hard to figure 
‘ut Yep, i's where you dcsrd your dynasty cards. 

| Fate Discard Piles Cnn thnk about 














WEST COAST CARDS & GAMES 
1808 SOUTH S20TH ST. FEDERAL WAY, WA 98003 
reteareane wanctera sees, Calls 206-941-1986 ges 


Groster Sette 


Lilia sunita ace os oe ee 


Contains many great A US 


‘ards from Arabian 
‘ighto, Legends, Homelands. 
Antiquities, & Dark A Great 
| Available in 45 pack Booster Boxes adeition to any 
| Call for great prices Tourney Deck 





TOF PRINT MAGIC™ 
Call for prices & avallability on 
MT | Available in 60 pack Be 
[DCE apart emnpeneel — boxes, packs, singles, & sets 
Now “out of Prine” 
Get ther while they 
an sel seis dvhedt™ | pavdquties™ Legends” 
36 Pack Booster Boxes i ‘tohe the Dark”, Revised™ 3rd Ed 
1O-Deck Starter Boxee 


‘Alpin version of Fallen Empires 
‘Ask about our dealer specials Vampliee TES & 


Dark Sovereigns Forelgn Magic™ 

: Availabe in Boosters & Starters Bea a mai 
4th Edition" nbevaie ices on tis oot, talon Leends™ & Dari 
‘Shivan Dragon, German & French Renaissance™, 
Bepetesanoce 1 mi German 3rd Edition 
opal Aaaasa ances ; 
celal Other Editions available 

Availabe in 36 pack Booster Boxes | a i ao 7 

& 10-Deck Starter Boxes OoseatTs Aisa fet Runner 
Call for absolute best prices 


Allnew card came by Wizards oft. Coast 
(Call for guaranteed delivery ‘Boostsre ® Sisriore avalhCall 








Star Wars As Low as $8,00 Box! 
Limited Edition 


oheat ini | Limited & Unlimited Rage Ult Boosters 
| etn tough t a” Boosters & Starters 


care Umbra Boosters 
Enpocialy ata IN STOCK —Call for Prices 
odianiphysat oat) PhSNa PEPSI Viyrm "Boostares $19-829 
MEETOR BEST ary battimet = Alternate Universe 
AT any ootaste vi 
cvertcad pric inthis magazine |||] f+ | An expancion for StarTrek 
(On thie product 
Call for Prices— 





Limited Edition Limited & Unii joosters & Starters 
Ltd Ed Boosters in stack. Sa ed Boo ee 


Boxes & Cases in stock-Call 
‘Star Wars Ltd Ed. 


Mythos Limited Edition 
{NEWHOPE” | gccter« Starter Boxes Aval 
the Star Wars Card Game Due out this summer 
Due out in dune-Calt for prices Cail for Pre-Sale Prices 
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tron Crown Enterprises Presents: 


a 
| Fitid the Eyes, 
Witt the Treasure? 


Middle-earth: The 
Wizardshasanew 
expansion set | 
called The Dragons. 
And we thought you’d 
like to get some considerable 
? — loot connected with this 
exciting set. So we were 

o— right, huh? Okay. To do 
_ =~ $0, you won’t even need 
to match wits with 
Agburanar or steal 
artifacts from 
Scatha while he 

~ lies sleeping. 
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You can win just by looking around this issue of InQuest. On pages other 
than these two, you'll find three images of the Eye of Sauron (the 
famous—and disturbing—Middle-earth icon) that look just like the one | 
below. But what pages are they on? Fill out the coupon below and tell us. 
Arandom drawing from among all entries that discover the eyes will 
determine who gets lots of cool prizes like these: 


Cool Prizes 
Grand Prize (1): One lucy wer wget spc rerented frame version af 
‘camplete with man letters), signed and numbered by ortst Audrey Carman! Only three ofthese exis, and the 
‘TnQoest cnvest winner will get #1! 

‘The grond prize winner will also get a Middle-earth: The Dragons Limited Edition complete set (all 180 
cards) tr sla bxes cf Ail ot: The Dragons ned Eilon bose packs oa pres shee fram 
‘tho Middle-earth The Drogons limited Edition sat, four Middle-carth: The Wizards Limited Ertan starter docks, 
‘sight Middle-corth Tho Wizards Limited Edition booster packs, three each of oll existing prama card far Mid 
‘crt induting The Wierd ined ond United and The Dros), end aT’ pcr ram the 
Middle-carthy The Drogons sot} autagraphed by Audrey Corman! Whew! 




















Second Prize (3): Each ofthe tho lack winners wil gets 
lay bax af Miele ear The Drogo inte Edtian booster packs, our Mid 
_e-ort: Th Wiz Unlimited starter dec, eight Midl-cort: The Wierd 
‘Unlimited bnaser packs, one each ofl hase id-earh promo cars, and 

‘hat wacky “Thr’s ap" cord alagrphed by Audrey Corman. 





‘Third Prize (20): toch of 20 winners gets 10 didile-corth: The Z 
rags bacsers, ba Midle-crt: The Wizards United Estates decks, ¢/o Wizard Press, P.O, Box 118, Congers, NY 


{au Midle-ort: The Mio Uninaed Ebest, an exch of a hase Ad 
l-crthprome cards, and aura frien, the autogrophed “Thrir's Map" card. 10920-0118. Deadline is July 31, 1996. 
Zonk! (1)s One—ahent—uey randori deco wine loi, ae 

simi Deadline is July 31,1996 


ricmonons —‘agspormemartae FIND THE EVES, WIN THE TREASURE 
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One of the greatest 
fantasy creatures of 
all timeis one you've 
probably never heard 


of: the Egress. 

The great circus promoter PT. Ba- 
‘hum <reated this monstrosity one St. 
Patnck’s Day nealy 150 years ago. Bar- 
‘hum was renovined for his freakish 
Sideshow exhibis, so when he added a 
new attraction this exhibition hall that 
chy, abuzz went through the milling 
‘crowds, Amid the various displays of 
twovheaded sheep and fosiized mer 
mas, farum had hung 2 mystenous- 
ooking curtain next one ofthe wal. 
Asign above read, “This Way to the 
Eres: 


Eager to see what hideous mistake 
‘of nature an Egress might be—some 
‘mad cross between an eagle and a 
tugress?—people fined up and started 
filing through the curtain...only to find 
themselves deposited ina barren alley 
behind the hall. As promised, they had 
been shown the egress— 
“exit"—and to rejoin their families 
inside they would have to cough up 
another admission fee. 

For hundreds of years, and for prob 
ably much longer than that, the pub- 
lic has proven notonously willing to 
believe the most preposterous claims 
‘of ghosts, sea serpents, aliens and other 
supematural phenomena, Allyou realy 
need to start a hoax is a good piece 
‘of fake evidence and a well-executed 
PR campaign, Heck, you don’t even 
need the fake evidence. 

Don't beteve me? Well, welcome to 
the mysterious world of. the Egress 

Gue "National Geographic* theme 


The Yeti, Bigfoot and 
Sasquatch 
Nothing seems to bring at he pub's 
ult quite ke ay apemen unning 
around ma fore. People fac are much 
cer about detain mans than they ae 
bout realty Alt tales to rum beleabI- 
iyimamoveisoneshott a gant p- 
perrunaing down Chewbaccas back But 
tenever some neck ets iquored up 
} ancgoes toning arate woods wh 
‘tig wooden foot, ha the county goes 
fn Sasqutch ae 
In North America, Bigfoot and 
Sasquatch sightings date as far back as 
1840, when Tibetsnd Nepal Yen sght 
Ings go back hundreds of eas Beevers 


lai these enormous hay bypeds are 
“sang inke"—prmate creatures sane 
here between apes and humans—that 
have sure in ry wlatd colonies sco 
whenever thay fist evolved We ts may 
Wel be tre, alot ofthe evidence thats 
been tumedl ups wel about as genuine 
asaetosol cheese. 

‘Yet scalps purchased at great expense 
ard smuggled out of Nepal have proved 
tobe ordinary goat skin, yet hand found 
‘on display i a monastery tumed out to 
bee a saw leopards paw, and a famous 
photo ofa yb taken in 1986 was ter 
shawn to be a pata of a rack. How any- 
fone could mistake a rock for a Yet is 
unclear. But then agan, people used to 
thnk lly Jet was good, 50 go igure 

Meanwhile ait closer to home, 
1982, Washton state park anger Rant 
Mullens admatied that ever since he 
Started working in foresty in 1928, he 
had been planting fake figfoot evidence. 
Mullens had carved a par of big fet out 
«of wood! and would walk around leay- 
tng tracks near Mount St. Helen's. Hik- 
er got s0 excited about finding Bigfoot 
tral, he decided to enlist some accom 
plies, Together, using about sx pats 
of woode eet they spread tracks across 
the Pactic Northwest, Somehow, you 
Ist knew a guy named Rant would be 
behind the whole thing 

Speaking of fake tack, students at 
Cornell University awoke one morning in 
the 20s to find a strange creature had 
roamed around the thaca, NY, campus 
the night before, leaving a tealin the fresh 
snowéall. Te scence department came 
out and examined te foatpns, which 
thay announced were fom a thinoceros 
“The alle to nearby Beebe Lake, where 
it ended abrupt at the edge ofa large 
holen ee. The profess decded that 
somehow a thino had goten loose and 
Fan across campus, ony tf the froze 
Ink, where presumably crowned, 

Since Beebe Lake was Comel's water 
source, suderesinmediatey began repot- 
tog a dstincive hina taste In the ink 
tng water. Concerns fr pubic heath were 
raed and someof the sudents tare to 
et hysterical, but the matter was soon 
resolved Student Hugh Troy admted 9 
fang the whote thing witha wastepaper 
basket shaped hea thine foot 

Reports of rhino flavor in the water 
dropped ot sharply 


The Loch Ness Monster 
Like Bigfoot, the Loch Ness Monster i 
‘frightening not so much because of ts 


alleged size and sheer physical power 
but because t's ust s0 ‘705. C8 radio, 
Billy Beer, sideburns, the Loch Ness 
Monser..they all kind of run together 
sma syrupy haze that leaves abad taste 
in your mouth, like Tang mixed wath 
Count Chocuke 

‘Anyway, Nessie believers claim that 
10,000 years ago when Scotlands Loch 
[Ness was sil part ofthe sea, something 
tig swam in there and got stuck Maybe 
it was a plestosaur, maybe It was a zeu- 
lodon, maybe twas. a ig fat lug, What- 
‘ever it was, it survived and had a ite 
family and now it spends all day posing 
for grainy photographs wile cleverly 
voting radar detecton As with Bigioot, 
esse may really exist, but she's not doing 
much about discouraging hoaxes 

In 1933, the British press started 
receiving reports that a fipered beast 
with a snake-tke head had been spotted 
1m Loch Ness. Reporters sent to Invest- 
gate made no direct sightings, but when 
‘hey found a trail of unusual pants along 
the shore, they decare the creature was 
real. But wien the British Museum exam- 
‘ned the prs, they found they had been 
made with an umbrella stan! shaped Uke 
«a hippopotamus foot, 

‘More recent, in 1975, natura St 
Peter Scot held press confererie where 
he presented "conclusive evidence of 
Nesse’s existence Thee photos that he 
‘damed were genuine pictures of a porty- 
finneei Ness creature he named Nessteras 
‘thembopteryx The pres was les conned 
‘than Scott, and when somebody figured 
‘ut that Nessteras rhombopteryx was an 
anagram of "Monster hoax by Sir Peter 
5," the whol thing fll apart 

Loch Ness is not the only lake Inthe 
worid to sport such monsters (or such 
absence of monsters, asthe case maybe). 
Peary, LY, was terrozd inthe summer 
(of 1855 by a hideous serpent lrking in 
neat Siver Lake. Thetown forme aed 
patrols to defend agaunst the creature, 
‘ile tourists came from around the coun 
try, hoping to catch a ghmpse of it 

Fray the beast’ tog of tear ended 
‘when flames broke out atone ofthe local 
hote’s and firemen discovered a canvas 
sea serpent hidden the attic, The hotel 
owner had created afake scare in oder to 
attract visitors to his hotel. (And you 
thought that only happened on *Scaaby 
oot) Torlay, Perry celebrates a Sea Ser- 
pent Festival each yer. So there 


Ghosts 
Sea sespeis werent he only slimy mon 


































sters crawling around in the 1800s; ghosts 
were popular too. Infact, spats as bg 
business in the 19th century. you could 
convince people you had a git for contact 
ing the spit world, you were pretty much 
set fore The wealthy were only too happy 
to hand over large sums of cash forthe prv- 
Jiege of commuring wth thes deceased re 
atves i séances, This begs the question 
"Why? After a, n't Aunt Gladys’ spit just 
going to talk about her gal ladder opera 
‘on over ancl over, the same way she did 
whan she was ave? 

‘Anyway, whether or not there's a sprit 
World, there were certanly plenty of peo 
ple willing to capitalize on it, American 
‘medium Darvel Home, for instance, man- 
aged to amas a fortune based entirely on. 
‘ordinary seght of hand techniques. Spec 
‘cular events were common during Home's 
séances The table would mysterious rise 
and spectral hands would appear, caress- 
Ing Home's trance-wracked face. n fact, 
Home had learned how to acrobatialy bal 
ance a table on his knees and tft without 
showing any sgn of effort, and he would 
smear his own hands wit olve ol and phos- 
phorus to create the “spectral hands” eect. 

People were ready to pay Home hand- 
somely Fo is services, but he knew that i 
anyone ever caught him he could be arested 


tt 





for fraud, so he never actually asked for 
money, Instead, he set out a bow and lt 
‘people make whatever “ve offerings” they 
saw fit. Soaal propnety being wat it was, 
Home collected anywhere from $500 to 
$1,000 worth of “love oferings* aright. 

Home dd come cose to geting caught 
‘once While conducting a sfance with the 
British poets Robert and Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning, Home managed to conjure up 
the face ofa litte boy who chimed to be 
ther deceased son. The sprit encouraged he 
poets to keep wring 

The next day, Home keamed that wile 
the Brownings had nfatost.a cl, twas 
due toa miscariage. The baby had never 
been bom, much ess become young boy. 
[At Home's next sfance, the ghost ofthe 
Browning child retumect and explained that 
he had grownintoa boy during tis time in 
the after, Suddenly, someone at the table 
reached over and grabbed the spt, oniy 
to discover he was now holding Home's 
foot painted with the ace of a tile boy. 
Home quickly snatches his foot away and 
went on asf nothing had happened. Some- 
how, fis reputation was never hurt by ths 

Perhaps inspired by Home's brazen tech 
niques, Boston medurn Hannah Ross began 
offenng her distinctive series to gneving 
Parentsin the 1BB0s, Dunng a séance, she 





ould make the spat of a parent's deceased 
‘baby actualy materi real human flesh, 
Ross would stand In a cutained cubicle in 
‘a darkened room while the parents sat 
nearby. As Rosscalled to the baby, suklenly 
‘the els face would appearin frantof the 
‘curtain. The parents were welcome to touch 
and kiss the spirit, and those who did 
remarked on how watm it seemed, Ross 
continued this for years unt finaly, in 1887, 
‘a newspaper revealed that sie was pant- 
Ing baby faces on her breasts and polang 
them through the curtain, 


The Cardiff Giant 
Another traditional arena for fakery ws the 
‘camwal sdeshow I's not enough that we 
have to shell out four bucks fora runny com 
dog only to ase t on the Titta-Whir, we 
alsohaveto pony up to find out that Nature's 
CCruciest Mistake is really just some thumb- 
less tall from Cleveland wearing a prox 
thetic head. Oh well—you ve, you learn. 

One of the most famous sideshow 
hoaxes in history was the Cardi Giant, 
‘ich successfull fooled most ofthe Amer- 
Jean pubic In 1871, New York cigar man- 
facturer George Hull had a midlife cnsss 
Worried that al his ife amounted to was a 
big pile of cigars, he set out to finda way to 
stale the wortd and make a name for him= 
self. Thus, the Cardiff Giant was bom. 

Hull wed an artist and a mason to cut 
2 12:footong, Sion block of gypsum into 
the shape of a naked lant and then artt- 
cally “ago” it wth aad. When they were 
finshed, he shipped the sculpture to Cari, 
NY, where he buried itn a field belonging 
tohis cous, 

‘After a few months, Hull badgered his 
cousin to digging a well and sure enough, 
the construction team unearthed what 
appeared to be the fosstzed remans of an 
ancient giant. Mull set upa tent around the 
‘dg and began charging admssion. Scen- 
fists examined the body, and wile many 
Cf them concluded t was a fake, wo pro- 
fessors from Yale pronounced it authentx. 
Word of the amazing find quickly spread 
across the worl, 

Thousands upon thousands of people 
‘came to see the giant, one of wham was 
PT. Bamum, Barnum watched as Hull raked 
in $3,000 worth of admission fees in under 
five hours. He immediately ffered to ent the 
‘jant for $60,000, but Hull refused. 

So Bamum built his own Cardiff Giant 
and staried displaying itn Brooklyn. Hull 
sued Bamurn, but newspaper reporters had 
already tacked down Hulls gypsurn pur- 
‘chase and followed the trail to the mason 
Confronted by the reporters, the mason 
confesses part inthe hoax, which in tara 
prompted Hull to confess, Without missing 














Don't Stand Around With 
Your Finger U6 Your Nose! 


Paul 






i You a Winning Magic Deck! 


‘Deck Special #4’ Assembled, Game-playing Decks 
5 Versions to choose from...ach Bo card deck comes with 


z dice & 1D gaming stones. Ali For an unbeilevabie iow price... 
give Us a cali on this great opportunity! SPECIAL BONUS. 
‘One OF every 100 decks will contain a redemption card For 
aFREE MOX CARD vaiued at over $100.00! One of every 
25 decks will contain a redemption card For a card (our 
choice) worth Gzan0¢ ‘or more that me enhance thar Cy 


We pride ourselves on our up-to-the-minute pricing and our in-house experts who can 
assist you with all your Magic questions. We have commons, uncommons & rare cards Jor most series of Magie 
‘and are currently BUYING most Magic sets & boxes. We nced the following singles: rare Legends, most Arabian 

its de Antiquities, all discontinued cards from Alpha, Beta & Unlimited. Call John or Tim a (217) 543-3366 


& Judy's Coins & Cards 


0.Bas 409 Dept. INO, Arthur, TOT : 

G17 S66 £7 AT, BT 8 Sot Send me a FREE Catalog! 

24 Hr, FAX: (800) 500-3117 (U.S. only) ‘Trading Cards Catalog (Comic, Fantasy Art, 
AoE Raima Nein Sper od Games Soptes 
Toll free FAX: __Adult-Oriented Cards (for collectors over 18 yrs. old) 


Teall. 
H Australi 


1678-70219 
1800-55-3747 4 


Germany,..01-30-82-86-19 


Brazi 
Japa 


Internet| 


(000817-500-3117 
.0044-22-12-258] ps et a 
‘e-mail sta. code: pjcc@diab.illinois.net Lam over 18 yrs old. (Io receive Adult Catalog.) 


Now on the Web! www:pjec.com Signed: 








2 ben Samu began aderisnghs copy 
tithe gantason "athena" and con 
trued makang money of it yorecan 
ouswhat alle uss was about the ial 
{sti on spay n Coopesion, NY 
More recent 1968 bilogsts ran 
Sanderson and Berard Heenan ve 
Epaeric Wier yee call 
toa Minnetota farm ta view a Cro 
Magraitite qecrnen enced mack 
fin The secre spar of asdeow 
(youcan see vere thst gong), and ater 
cloning Sane ae Hewes 
beled they had funda new “mising 
fink wich they cited Home pgs 
Defending ther conchona a sent 
joural Sarderonwentsoferasto vere, oa 
M1 det) atone to fol Bernard Heures 
mans in a case Tie tis. You st cannot 
‘rake’ a cxps ke ths 
Unles of course you happen to be 
toward Bll 2 former desgner ofprehs 
tore model for Danian, al ha been 
carmlained by « pesrcterio Bk a) Il , ; 
fake fem, and wen he sew Sande ye seeing 
Son's aril and the accompany ph : wheat dove 4 
tos, he recognized his creation and had a re vit which if say te 


good chuckle. Sanderson has since passed 
away, but Hewvelmans maintains the spec 
men they examaned was real and has snce 
been switched with a fake. 

‘Sure. Well have Scully and Mulder get 
right or that. 


The Mostest vs. 
The Ghostest 
Ofcourse, ve al ina the tly camping 
question about mystencus beng sch as 
the Yet lake monsters and ectopanne 
spins, The sue that deserves every aval 
able research dolar we a « people can 
‘muster it whether these creatures are 
real o fake or what msgs we stand to 
_gain by learning from their ways but rather 
‘hich create coud beat he pants te 
other in a fight. is 
Nesie mayhavetheachantageafsheer iiraas rel noone naw 
‘physical size—al she has to do ts roll around af 
and she could squash Sasquatch, Bigfoot 
fan thee ene extended faniy—but des 
that do any good against the mtanggbie 
host ofthe Browrangs lt ch? 
The oly way io know for sure a pay 
pervtew special We could advertise 3s 
the Texas Death Match Better yet, we Ba 
cuamietisnsiote tse TE 
ings 


InQuestinmtatonal Toumament (see “Con URINE 


tes of Charo? on page 3) Yen, 

theese cet : : 

Wymereysontees «= et Tae ho 
ry 














Announcing... “Showdown” 


a collectible card gaming convention & tournament 
Meet artists Anson Maddocks, 
Quentin Hoover, Mark Tedin and others 


‘Tournaments for — Star Wars, Marvel OverPower, Wildstorms, Middle Earth, 
Shadowfist, Wyvern, Net Runner, Rage, Vampire: TES, Galactic Empires, Red Zone, 
‘Top of the Order, Guardians, On the Edge, and more 


Saturday, June 22nd 
at The New Yorker Hotel in NYC 
All this.......for only $10.00 


Call for info (800) 344-GAME or (212) 633-1288 


Gray Matter Conventions 
291 7th Avenue, 9th floor, NY, NY 10001-6009 


Upcoming eae 


tournaments 








New York’s #1 Magic Source 


5) 
i 
1 
mee NECTRAL 
$1,000 cash prize or | GR@U 
The Big Ten i a) 
(5 Moxes, Black Lotus, Time Walk, 1 
‘Timetwistes, Ancestral Recall & Time Vault) | | Juzams and Moxes always in stock| 
I International Mail Order Service 
1 ‘All major credit cards weloome 
' | We buy and sell single Magic cards 
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H New York City - June 8th 
1 Boston - June 15th & July 13th 
! New Jersey - June 29th & July 27th | 
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We sell single cards for Shadowfist, Wildstorms 
Long Island - June 15th & July 20th ! OverPower, Star Wars, Rage, Galactic Empires 


Call for your FREE catalogue of events ! 
Gray Matter Conventions 
291 7th Ave, 9th fl. NY, NY 10001 


(800) 344-GAME 


in NY State (212) 633-1288 
‘email - graymatter@expressways.com 


Call for our FREE mail order catalog 
291 7th Avenue, 9th floor 
(between 26th & 27th Streets) 

New York, NY 10001-6009 


(800) 344-GAME 
‘i NY State'212) 633-1288, fixe (212) 633-0979 
zal - ifoinground com: Web ~htp:/www.nground com, 

















A Middle-earth: The Wizards 
variant of warfare and diplomacy 


‘marked by many great events, 

the most noteworthy of which 
was the destruction of Sauron’s ul 
Ing ning, However, what if the istari— 
the five wizards—had never come to 
Midale-carth? What if Bbo had never 
found the One Ring in the caves of 
Goblin-Gate? 

‘Without the tikes of Gandalf and 
Saruman roaming around, the third 
age of Middle-earth would have had 
a very different ending, Without any 
knowledge of the ring, the free peo- 
pple wouldn't have been so quick to 
‘unite against Sauron, They woukd have 
continued to fight amongst them- 
selves, until one ruler stood strong... 


Overview 

In this four- to five-player variant for 
Middle-earth: The Wizards, you assume 
the role of one of the great generals 
and leaders of Middle-earth, The var- 
ious races ofthe land are at war with 
(one another, and only the strongest 
will survive. Asa general, you contro! 
great army. But one army won't be 
‘enough to claim ultimate rule of Mid- 
dle-earth—you will need the help of 
the land’s many neutral factions. 

You can take one of five roles: 
Aragorn, leader of the Danedain 
Rangers of the North; Thrandui, mas- 
ter of the woodland Elves; Théoden, 
king of the Mark and sovereign of 
the Riders of Rohan, Imrahil, prince 
of the South and leader of the 
Knights of Dol Amroth; or Thorin, 
king under the mountain and ruler 
of the Dwarves. 

In this vanant the 29 faction cards 
represent armies that can move 
through the regions of Middle-earth, 
‘The object isto eliminate your oppo- 
nents by taking control oftheir home 
regions with your armies and then 
taking over their home sites 


Setup 
“The seating and play order is as fol 
tows: Riders of Rohan, Knights of Dol 


T: third age of Middle-earth was 




























‘Amroth, Rangers of the North, Wood 
EWves and Blue Mountain Dwarves. (I 
only four people are playing, leave 
out the Dwarves.) Your best bet is to 
Use some sort of prop—say, a gaunt- 
let or dagger—to designate whose 
turn tis. 

During the game, feel free to pass 
notes to other players, oF even to hud- 
dle in a corner of the room for secret 
negotiations. Allances can tip the bal- 
ance of power in your favor—but 
beware that your compatnots may 
not be as honorable as you! 

Each player starts with the follow- 
ing card in plays the army's main fac- 
tuon, the army's general, the army's 
hhome ste and up to 12 mind's worth 
of characters. (The "Starting Cards" 
sidebar gives the opening elements 
for each army.) No player may use 
another players starting character or 
army in his deck. 

To determine the starting char- 
acters besides the generals, have a 
randomly chosen player play one 
card from the pool of characters in 
his deck, then continue around the 
table in order until no one wishes to 
put out any more characters Dupli- 
Cates are not allowed, and you can- 
rnot have more than five characters, 
including your general. Your gen- 
eral’s mind score never counts 
against your general influence. 

Each player may start with one 
minor tem, except the Horn of Anor. 
This i in addition to the items Théo- 
den, Imrahil and Thranduil automat- 
ically get (see "Starting Cards"). 

Each play deck must consist of an 
equal number of hazards and 
resources, with at least 25 of each 
and no more than 10 characters. 
Only one Dwarven Ring may be used 
ineeach deck, None of the cards listed 
in the "Banned Cards” sidebar may 
be used in this variant. it’s easier but 
ot necessary f you have all 69 sites 
available in a location deck and if 
each player has at least one copy of 
each reaton, 
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Rules 
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‘through any region occupied by an 
‘opponent's army (whether it's that 
atmy’s starting region or not). 

+ You may not make any’ 

‘checks against your opponent’ 

‘+ Your general needn't roll 
attempt to influence a faction—it' 
Considered automatically successful 
However, you must stil tap your gen 
«eral to bring the faction into play. ba 

‘There isno corruption inthis vari- 
ant Its never necessary to roll for cor 
ruption checks, However, no charac 
may have more than six corruptior 
points’ worth of items at one ti 

* Your home ste counts asa 










































F your characters for all purposes, phase, When everyone is done, each Aragorn controls the Rangers of the 
luding healing, playing hazards and player may discard up to three cards North, He has three free direct influ- 
fing items. It counts asa normal ste and then draw back up to 10. ence and a +2 bonus against the 


ar any other player's characters, Fdhel- 
ond, the Grey Hovens, Loren 2nd tae 
Rivendell still count as neutral havens 


thatean beutiies by ny plye. i Ip this variant, you assume the 


* Each player's hand size is 10 


Sia i Book ot Mizaroul maybe role of one of the great generals of 


Becca honda 
“+ No player ever draws cards for a i i i 

fener oneal ts Middle-earth. The various races of 
Pyro the land are at war, and only the 

{A payers then replenish ther hand strongest will survive. Ld 


to 10 cards. 





Turns Play continues in this manner for Rangers of the North. Under his con- 

Certain aspects of the tum are taken fivetumns. At the slart of the sxth turn, trol, the Ranger army’s battle score 
mpultaneously. For example, every- the war begins! rises five points to 17. 

‘one takes their untap and organa- —-Thewars signified by severalnew Once the war begins, an army- 


tion phase at the same time. Play rules. Doors of Night is permanently movement phase is added to each 
continues when everyone has played considered to be in play, and cards turn. After the organizabon phase but 
2 site card for each of their moving like Twilight have no effect on Doors before players put down site cards for 
companies Company movement is of Night’ status. (Gates of Morning their companies, each player gets to 
then resolved one at a time. On the _isbanned from the game.) The most play hazards and then move (and 
fyst turn, the Riders of Rohan gost; significant change, however, is army attack!) with each of his armies 





Pine Second, the Krights of Dol movernent. The Fachalinalera company, 
oth go first; and so on. containing an army is three, regard- 

: Before any hazards are played, all Armies fess of the number of characters in 
ayers must reveal thelr site cards. The most important element in this the company, and the site path 





Hazard limits for companies are deter- _vanantis thefactions, which represent includes the region the army moved 
‘mined as they normally would be. The your armies, Each faction has a battle {rom and the region to which it's mov- 
player to the left of the player who is score equal to its marshalling point ing. Hazards are played in the same 

hoving has the frst option to play valueplusthe number you need to beat fashion as they are for regular 
hazards. He may play as few or as to bring It into play. Example: The companies. The player who will be 

‘many as he wishes up to the hazard Rangers of the North is worth three MP__ moving his character companies first 

lim. I when he finishes there areany and you need to beat a nine to bring this tum is the first to face hazards, 

hazards left on the limit, the option them into play. Its batle score ws 12. “There are a few changes for deal- 

passes to the next player. This con- An army can’t move unless it’s ing with army attacks. First, only the 

‘ufiues until the frit has been reached controlled by one of your characters, army is affected by attacks against the 

al players have had the chance to Any character can control an army, company. Characters traveling with 

xy hazards. but few will be as eftective as your an army can never be attacked unless 
ice the acting player has dealt general. When in combat, the char- they leave the army to enter a site 

. & hazards for each of his compa- acter controlling an army adds his (more on this below). 





ies, move on to the next player. unused direct influence, including if an attack has multiple strikes, 
hen everyone is done with move- any specific bonuses he might have _ the player controlling the defending 
iment, go around the table again, this to influence the army he controls, to army must divide his army into sec- 
J time having each player take his ste the army's battle score, Example: tions of at least one each and take 
5 each of the strkes separately. The div 

cs Starti ag Cards sions need not be equal. Example: 
ie H The Hillmen army (10 battle score) is 

= = attacked by a band of Wolves (three 
ame emt] tres at eg. The player conto 
ling the Hilmen divides the army nto 








Edoras | creat sels otfeben) sections of three, three and four and 

| DolAmroth | Hom of Anor | — then rolls agaist the Wolves’ exght 
prowess three times, once for each 

Bree None section. (The Hillmen can also be 


_— divided into two companies of one 
| Thranduil | Theandut’s Hal] Horm of Anor | Sh nother of eght ther General 
so desres) 


SLE eee Ifa section of the army ts wounded 
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THE LEADER IN MAGI 


POPULAR LICENSED COLLECTIBLES 


Siper Meroe» Nigar Blo Xmas 
Scroone TV Hove Manors 


We accept checks & money orders 
ps MaserCard Va, 
Ameren Express & Dacomer 












IC: THE GATHERING’ 


We sp wend — 
very sera aioe 


WE BUYSELL-TRADE 
Peas are sgt to change 


FREE CATALOG 
TNC, 6113 Clr Cente Ave, 
Stasot FL IE 
INIMUM SHIPPING & HANDLING $400 








ManaFesf€& 


North America's Ultimate 
piedine: Card Game Convention! 
June 21-23, 1996, San Francisco, CA 


3 full days of: 
“Nonstop 24 hour Gaming 
* Over 50 different tournaments: 
«Over 20 Manufacturers 
*100's of prizes 
And, at least a zillion’different 
ways to have fun! 
Call the ManaFest Hotline 
for more info: 


415-985-5223 
(Or check-out aur web site with all the latest info! 
‘tip: /wwewibar-com/manafest 


“Azalon means a whole bunch, iz, more than forty, maybe 
less than a google. 








GAMEMASTERS 
1-800-922-7441 


(901) 365-6191 Fax: (901) 365-6215) 


COLLECTABLE CARD GAMES! 
--WE CARRY THEM ALL! — 
SINGLES! for the following games: 
Magic - DoomTrooper - Star Trek - Rage 
Guardians - Overpower - Shadowfist 
‘The Crow - Redemption - Star Wars 
& MORE! 


ROLE PLAYING GAMES 
‘TSR - White Wolf - Shadowrun 
Star Wars - Paladium - Middle Earth 
Warhammer - Battletech - &MORE! 
WE CARRY IT ALL! 
CALL US FOR BEST PRICES! 
CALL FOR FREE CATALOG! 


[Most orders shipped the NEXT DAY! 




















Banned Cards 


Characters 
Altar 
Gandalf 
Pallando 
Radagast 
Saruman 


Hazards 
Balance of Things, The 
ys Burden of time, The 
Despair of the Heart 
Greed 
Lure of Creation 
Lute of Expedience 
Lute of Nature 
Lure of Power 
Lure of the Senses 
Muster Disperses. 
Precious, The 
Rina'’s Betrayal, The 
‘Seat (in ts scenan he’s dead) 
Traitor 


Resources 
‘Arkenstone, The 
‘Army of the Dead 
Brige 

acs of Doom 
Gates of Morning 
Goltum’s Fate 
Greatsoad 
Great-shield of Rohan 
Iran Crown, The 
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Rod the Raven 
‘Stone of Erech 
All zarconly spells 


by a strike (tes count as wounds), the 
army takes a hit; use counters or dice 
to keep track. For every hit on an. 
army, it must subtract one from its 
battle score. Ifan army’s battle score 
lever reaches zero, (tis eliminated. fan 
armyis in its home region during your 
‘organization phase, it heals and 
removes one hit. 

Armies can move to an adjacent 
province or remain where they are. 
Each player should takea region card 
and everyone should flip their cards 
‘over simultaneously to show where 
their armies are going. 

Resolving army movement i sim- 
ple. if an army attempts to move to 
‘an empty adjacent province, it gets 
in. If two armies attempt to move to 
the same province, they go to war, 
the winner getsin and the loser stays 
where its. If an army tries to move 
to an occupied province, it goes to 
war with the opposing force. If the 
army trying to move into the region 
completely destroys the occupying 
army, it moves i otherwise both fac- 
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tions stay where they are, 

When two armies fight, each 
player rolls 2d6 (two stxsided dice) 
and adds the resus to his army's bat- 
tle score. The higher total wins, and 
the loser takes an ammount of hits equat 
to the difference between the totals. 
‘Adjacent armies that haven't moved 
this tum and aren‘t involved in a bat- 
tue can support either the attacking 
‘or defending army. Just add the sup- 
Porting army's total battle score to 
the army it’s helping, All its are stil 
taken from the main army involved 
in the battle, You can support another 
player's army—in fact, it’sone of the 
key strategic aspects of the game 
Example: Suppose the Knights of Dol 
Amroth (current battle value 17) 
attack the Riders of Rofian (18) and 
the attack is supported by the Wood- 
ives (16). The Knights of Dol Amroth 
player rolls a three, the Riders of 
Rohan player rolls a seven. (The 
Woad-Elves player doesn’t roll 
because he’s only supporting the 
attack.) The Knights’ total is 36 
(174163), while the Riders’ total is 25 
(1817). The Riders of Rohan would 
take 11 hits of damage, reducing tts 
total to seven. 

Once all army movement and bat- 
tling has been resolved, all players 
should draw back up to 10 cards and 
then do regular company movenent. 
{At this time, players can send char- 
acters that have been traveling with 
an army into a site in the army's 
region. However, a character that 
separates from the army is suscepti- 
ble to attacks keyed to either the 
region or site he isin 


Attacking 

During your site phase, if you 
have a character at 
the same site as 

another player's 

character, you 

may enter the 
site and, afterfoc- 
Ing the automatic 
attack, tap one of 
your characters to 
attack another char- 
acter at the site. 
Fach player rolls 246 
and adds the result 
to his character's 
prowess. The higher 
total wins; the loser is 
wounded (roll a body 
check). if there's a te, 









continue rolling until someone wins. 


Winning the Game 
In order to knock another player oul 
of the game, you must do two 
things. First, you must have an army 

his home region. Next, 
‘you must send one or more charac. 
ters to take over his home site 
defending player has any characters, 
at the site, you must wound the 
toughest defending character 
(defending player's choice) with one 
of your characters (per the rules 
above). If you win the battle, the 
fending player is eliminated, along 
with all of his cards, (Once the site's" 
‘champion is defeated the rest don’t» 
feel much lke fighting.) 

The game ends wien there's Aly 
cone player left or when the last two 
players decide to share the victory in. 
an aliance, although they better have 
{good reason to do so. 

The ultimate fate of Middle-earth 
is in your hands. Will Aragorn prevail 
ashe didn the "Lord of the Rings or 
will Thorin full his promise from Te 
Hobint and restore the Dwarves to ther 
splendor of yore? There's only OA 
way tofind out . so grab afew Tole \ 
fans and show Sauron who the rea 
master of Middie-carth ist 
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Boxes, packs, and singles: Specializing in foreign 
versions of Magie: 

Legends, Dark, Fallen Empires 

3rd Edition Revised 

4th Baton, [ee Aue 

Chronicles, Homelands 

Middle Earth, Star Wars 

Star Trek, Sim City 

age, Hyborian Gates 

Overpower, 

Antiquities, 
Ai Tee Age Se 


Alpha, Bota, tals 
For Orders Call 1-800-445-1179 


4855 Cordell Avenue, Bethesda, MD 20814 USA 
‘Telh (201) 684-8314 Fax G01) 654-5315 


Italian Legends 
allan Dark 
German Lim 
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, Arubian Nights, Antiquities Singles 


TROLL AND TOAD INC. 


WE STOCK EVERY. 95% OF 
ALL SINGLE MAGIC CARDS 


WE WILL BEAT ANY MOST 
PRICES 


WE BUY CARDS 


“Thi 

{Singles & boxes : Magic, Middle Earth, Rage, 
{Guardians, Wyvem, Jyhad, Tuminati, 
Magic, Star Wars, Star Trek.We ship anywhere. 
| ymone: 1-606-878-2936 

Moors 12-7 p.m, EST Monday-Friday 

ax: 1-606-878-9061 

Adiresx: 253 Reynolds Road, Keavy KY 


‘e-mail: crpx80a@prodigy.cam 40737 
‘B.mailt RENVHOEK @ AOL.COM 





Call for pricing and current availability 
All major credit eards accepted 





‘Wits. fix ot e-mail for our free 40-page 
complete magic or non-magic catalog, 











Shahrazad 


Specializing in collectible card games. 











We have the best prices on all in print & OOP MTG cards 
& we will beat or meat our competitors prices on all boxes. 


Call and get your free catalog today: 606-225-9410 
We have great * Board games +WarGames We specialize in « 
prices on: + RPGs. + miniatures i i 


“*s* Retailers are welcome to call. *** We ship Worldwide To order: 606-225-9410 
Ordering Instructions for US shipments Visa & MC accepted Address: 304 S. Limestone St 











1, Minusium one $15 00 ‘Open 7 Days Lexington, KY 40508 

2 CODsS00extra | aweek EST Fax: 606-225-9410 

3 (esate pinks sepa Mon-Sat 10-8 Email. cardman@iglou.com — 3 
Se eee & Sun 1-6 URL: hittp:/tradingeards,com 








To receive a catalog by email - send a request to this address - cardinfo@ tradingeards.com 
and don't forget to check out our new virtual shopping cart at bttp://www.tradingcards.com 




















DEAR SHOW & CONVENTION ADVERTISERS, y 
Severol months ogo,ourrcoders pleaded with usto creat thisher 
Shows & Conventions section, so they would know where to go to 
find more ofthe mona-tapping, spell casting {needs Sowe corm 
plied because, hey we're good people 


And we've recently made caver ond mor afordoblefr you to 
sctthewordouttothesfaksabout yeu portal gore nos- 
ine-vrtuly the ere ganieg word ot your fngerops. ond ol yo 
hovetodol pik thephoncord al ouraper fren pect Sec 
tions Aca Manager KerenEvore,tofndouttho 

etait, 


So,ifyauwonttokoow what wehaveto 


you wouldn't woatte disoppaint them, would you! 
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THERE SHO PLACE LIKE WOME 


800-225-434. 


11 E. 33rd St. 
New York, NY 10016 
212-685-3880 


580 Shoemaker Rd. 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 
610-265-8562 


Rockerfeller Center 
630 Fifth Aye. 
Concourse Level 
New York, NY 10111 
212-265-7449 


103 E. Broad St. 
Falls Church, VA 22406 
703-532-2477 


342 W. 57th St. 
New York, NY 10111 
212-582-1272 


201 Mass. Ave. 
Boston, MA 02115 
617-267-2451 
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QUEST 


‘Abances, the test expansion set for Map, hasn't 
leven hit the shelves and i's already making waves. 
“Thanks to several Afonces pre-release tournaments, 
‘the Mage commun s already 2-bura with spec 
Ulauon a8 to what the new cards will do co the 


‘Bame environment 
‘The most surprising carn the set 6 the 

BE) cuman Horde Atfour mana fora 5/5 creature, the 
Horde 1s just as much of a bargain 3s the Juzam 
yon The priee of she Juz has been stexlly on 


the nse, but naw there's 2 naw bad boy n town, 
snd the Balduvian Horde wall be much easer to 
seta holé of, Watch for the price of che Juzam 10 
ddrop back ita rea. 

‘Wirards of the Cosst ako introduced “fixed” 
versions of Timetwster (Diminishing Returns) and 
Ancestral Recall and Demonic Tutor (Libraty of 
Lat-Nam). These new exrés should prove to be 
very popular, but chey probably won's hurt the 
‘alue oftheir more powerful eounterparts 

Milscone docks should keep churning along in 
popular, thanks ta cards lke Helm of Obedience 
and Ashnod’s Cyl. With nasties hike the Baldux 
van Horde, Yavimays Ants and Surge of Strength 
(the fixed Berserk), red/groen decks may ehimb 
back into the telight 

Derpte the addtion of another hind card 
(Pillage), land destructon decks wil ake a serious 
hie thanks to the cheap and effective Loadstone 
Bauble, Creatureless decks better wateh out a5 
‘well. I enough people star using Helm of Obed 
cence, the vale of eards ce The Abyss may ake a 
serous dip 

No one's sure exactly what effect ABlences will 
Inve on the card market and the play environment, 
tbucone thng’s sure ~ 1s defintely gomg to make 
sn impact 


Netrunner on Fast Track 


Ina reports nde tat Nerurme, the newest 
CCG from Wizards ofthe Const, eng brisk es. 

“Hes a refreshing game,” says Avrom Oliver, 
co-owner of Adventures in Games and Comics in 
Carmichacl, Cai. “I's very clear-cut on how 10 
ply the game—the right mixture ef baing not too 
complex but not too simple. My customers ean 
phy an enjoyable gime with the purchase of just 
‘one dsl starter decke That's not always the ease 
swith other CCGs" 

‘Adds Scott Olman of Pegusus Games In Made 
‘400, Wis, "Netunne s filled with the argon and 















pomeneiauure associated with the computer age 
enow thar quite afew gamers are netsurfers, $0 
this CCG ought to be a big seller. The fact that 
vs Wizard of the Coast product will automat 
vealy generate sales.” 

Netrunner brings 8 new commonality to the 
‘world of CCGs: Add “via! ro common, uncom 
ron and rare ibels for ards, In serms of earty 
Ieappears vial card fall between uncommons and 
rares. Inthe price guide, vis are valued berwesn 
S51 and $4, while eares range from $210 $12 


“Special Offers” Explained 

(On the lst page of the Mage: The Gathering 
price gue are sx ards under the heading "Spe- 
ol Offers” Nakhon Dragon was eonventon and 
Imagine gerway. the ther fve card were sale 
thie through main fers found n Mee paperback 
boots publshed by HarperPrsm Exch novel runs 
300 to 40 pages andreas inthe $5 range 

“The mos popubr of the exclave cards Mara 
CCryps, a rero-asong-cost are: wth exelent 
Paya Mos gers mating the eotpon found 
tn the Aes of te Sun book received 2 Mara Crypt 
tard m return Because of he ards efecveness 
andthe net thtreportay only 10,000 were pro- 
duced, Mans Crypt fas become 2 fighly sougt= 
afer card tow sling inthe $15 ta $25 range The 
remaining “spect offer” cards have strated lin 
teed interest and ae valued from $640 $10. i 


Top ‘ > Hottest CCGs 


mo> 


fouh no inca 
2: Star Wars (Decipher) 
Inte tamninsbih ss Sor Ws 
bok, cs, wo pes iden rs 
3. Netrunner (Wot) 
sts at tet ence as Yor th, st 
‘eles fram Wut ts you bacon ober hack or 
<csparaian seeking aa i th perro 
4, Middle-earth: The Wizards (ick) 
singe cords hui escaoad invoue, Check 
tof the month’ “Faduest fallecbie Cord Games 
Prue Guida 
§, Rage: War of the Amazon(W. Wolf) 
Tin exp fr Rage, spleen isthe 
Geog i ya te Aa ra 
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CHIMERA 
HOBBY SHOP, INC. 


SPECIALIZING IN BUYING & SELLING) 
MAGIC: THE GATHERING™ BOXES, 
"TS AND COLLECTIONS. 
‘CARD GAMES WE CURRENTLY 
STOCK INCLUDE: MAGIC, STAR 
WARS, STAR TREK, RAGE, LEGEND 
OF THE FIVE RINGS, SHADOW FIST, 

























| PLUS MANY OTHERS. 
| WE CARRY ALL TYPES OF GAMES 
INCLUDING: AD&D, RIFTS, VAMPIRE, 
WARHAMMER 40,000, STAR WARS, 
PLUS MANY OTHERS. 
CALL OR WRITE TODAY FOR OUR 
FREE CATALOG, 
SION STREET 
2, WI 54935 
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The Comic Shop Locator 
(888) ) 226 "4226 


&- 


This TOLL FREE call lists the stores in your 
area that carry Wizard: The Guide to Comics, 
InQuest: The Guide to Collectible Card Games, 
and all the great Wizard Press specials! 
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GUIDELINES 


WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE JNQUEST PRICE GUIDE 
About the Price Guide 


The following collectible card game price guide contains the most 
accurate and up-to-the minute card pnces avallabe, To make sure the values 
Isted are as timely as possible, we're In constant contact with hundreds of 
‘etalrs and fans throughout the county. The price ranges listed reflect the 
‘euitentseling pees for Near Mint cards. The higher price represents the fll 
‘etal pace for an mndvicual card ora single te. The lower price fs what one 
‘might expect to pay if purchasing irom a felow collector, or # buying more 
than one card There are many other factors that can cause 2 etalr to price 
a cata for less than the “high price,” which includes local competition, 
Current saturation of the market, and jut plain old supply and demand, 
(Ulumatey, though, 2 card is worth whatever you ae wing to pay foro 
what someone es wali to pay you fort) A value listed fora card ma price 
Guide does not defintvely sate What a cards “worth.” 


How to use the InQuest Magic Price Guide 
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‘ray but has not senor fae i value sce te ast tng, marked with yellow bar 
{in thes example, the Dark Heart of the Wood his rsen since ast mont the Diaboie 
‘Machine hs cropped in value since ast month and the lect Eel has ben ein ke 
‘wld without experencing any fluctuation mn price 

‘Color boxes othe lt of the card name mark the cad clr or ou 
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How to use the InQuest CCG Price Guide 

1h ths example, Blood Wars 5 the name of the game, TSR isthe name ofthe 
‘manufacturer and Factols and Factions «the tile ofthe expanson set In addtion to 
‘he pink and blue bars a green bar wed to nda ast thats beng ita for te fst 
ime inthe price dude A yelow bar cates that a set has been heavy traded wt no 
prea change A india thata pice was not avilable ts re 

Remember, color bars da rat nckeate whether a card wl rs ofall in the future, We 
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What you need fo know about the InQuest Magic Players Guide 


“The InQuest Players Guides meant to serve as a aid 
in playing collectible card games, Every month, you'll 





find the most extensive card desefiptions available for 


Magic: The Gathering, along with one other 


collectible card game in the Players Guide Spotlight 
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[WE in Atlanta! 


—= | The 1996 Wizard Fan Awards 
presentation LIVE on.Friday 
evening; June 21 in ‘Atlanta. 


i . Be a part of history and see 
3 ? your favorite comic book 
\\ y j treators: receive their awards! 


DRAGON‘*CON, 


{ —? JUNE 20-23” 
Aifonta Hilfony tnd ‘Towers 


For more information ‘call 770/925: 0115; 
or check out the Dragon‘Con, Web site: 
http://www aiSega.com/-dragoncon 


Don't miss) Wizard Press sponsored ae 
yey card game tournaments at Dragon cont 


Meet Wizard? and 
RD. InQuest” publisher 
Gareby Shamus! 
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It was a late Saturday night. The wile and I were in the 
middle of a Monopoly game when | decided to ask hier a 
{question that'd been bothering me for a tong time. 

“explain something to me,” | said, handing her the dice, 
"You lke Manapay. You like Scrabble. You like Trval Pursuit 
As far a5 I can tell, you like just about every kind of game 
there ls except card games. How come?” This also happened. 
to be true for our female neighbors, my sister-in-law and my 
female cousins. All were avid gamers, but trying to get them 
Interested in CCGs was hke trying to get vampires interested 
in sharp stakes. 

She rolled the dice, landed on Free Parking, and then 
ought a hotel for Vermont Avenue. "That's not true. | lke 
some of ’em, Ike SimCity. Llke Star Trek * 

“what else?” 

She shrugged. 

My tur. I landed on Vermont and forked over $550. 
*Stay Aight there." [left the room, returning a few minutes 
fater with an armload of card games. | handed her a copy of 
age, the game of battling werewolves. "What do you think 
of this one?” 

She thumbed through the cards—Broken Limb, Vital 
Blow, Dsembowelment—in all their blood-splattered glory. 
"Gross, gross, gross, gross, really disgusting, gross.” She 
handed them back. "No way." She landed on Go and 
pocketed $200. 

Okay, try this one.” | gave her rm. 
Guardians, the fantasy game with \= 
all the cute stuff like Smogwarts 
and Giant Penguins. Naturally, she 

ynored the Giant Penguins and 
Went straight for the Babes, Wild - 
Nymphs and every other card 
that featured nubile females In 
various states of undress. 
"Totally sexist," she said, 
shaking her head, “I can't believe 
this, These are demeaning!” 

I rolled again, landing on 
Tennessee Avenue, another one 
of hers. “What's demeaning 
about them?" 

“tl buy you a new car if you can 
find me 10 women who don't think 
these are offensive.” 

Right, Like | know 10 women. 
“yeah, wel, but not every game is 
like that. Rage, for instance. That 
'sn't demeaning." 

“"No, that’s just repulsive, You owe me $950." While | 


was busy mortgaging my railroads, she went to the 
bookshelf and retneved one af our leather-bound valumes of 


xe Rovers 


InQuest, She turned to the fist letters page, then flopped st 
down infront at me. 

“How many of these letters were written by women?" 
she asked 

I studied the names. "Uh, zero” 

“Look down here. See all these people wanting pen pals? 
How many are women?” 

“Wel.” 

“And that game convention you dragged me to last 
summer. How many women?" 

“Lats, Asa matter of fect 

"Not counting the ones in chain-mall bins.” 

‘She had me there. 

She took her tum. A hotel went up on Park Place. "Look, 
fm sure there are women who ike this stuff. But you've gat 
to admit, card games are mostly for males. They/re mostly 
made by males, mostly played by males and mostly 
marketed to males, They always have been. And they 
probably abvays wil be.” 

She picked up the Guardians deck with her thumb and 
finger, holding It ke a dead rat, and continued: "I want you 
to think about ths. Imagine that every image in this deck of 
a hal-dressed woman was replaced with an image of a hal 
dressed man. Imagine that instead of Babes cards, there 
were Hunks cards that showed dewy-eyed guys in teeny Ile 
yockstraps, How interested would you be?" 

tt was 2am. This conversation 

‘was giving me a headache, 
*You have," she said, 
«counting my money, "S16 left” 

“Can | borrow a hundred?" 

She rolled her eyes. 

“Okay, | give up.” | gave her 
the $16, "But since I let you win, 
| expect you to humor me." 
TOR? How so?” 

“ay trying the card game | 

| >>) invented. Guaranteed to bring 

the sexes together. I'm gonna 

sell t to Wizards of the Coast 
and make us rich.” 

The Monopoly board missed my 

bead by a good two feet. Lucky for 

pa me, she throws like a gi. 








‘She eyed me warly. “What sf?” 
“Strip. Magic. Furst, you 
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© Join over 10,000 fellow fun 
seekers at the larsest pure 
gaming convention in the 
United States! 


© Computer, Collectable Card, 
Military, Adventu 
Miniatures, Family. R 
»/aying, Board and every 
other type of game imaginable! 





Over 1,200 events and 
$175,000.00 in prizes! 


}) 24-hour nons cin 


‘our brand new 250,000 square 
foot convention center! 





~ Over 125 companies selling 
the hottest gumes and 
accessories! 





Dozens of Ce! swith all 
the top names in gaming 





} The hotest INTERACTIVE 
computer gaming area in the 
country! 


~ Over 30,000 square feet of 
FREE demo games, COOL 
Spetial events, and WILD 
Including the incredibie 
GAMES Magazine/Live Wite 
Maze of Games! 


> Huge collectable games 





auction & the best or! show in 
the Midwest! 
© The Magic: The Gathering 


United States National 
Championships; the Magic 
Professional Tour; National & 
World DipCon; the largest War 
Coliege gathering ever; Major 
(0G tournaments including 


© Still he dee! vous in gamin 


Middle-earth, Wyvern, 
Guardians, Red Zone, Top of 
the Order, Highlander, Star 
Wars and more; Puffing Billy 
Train Games; First-run RPGA 
including Living City/Death/ 
Jungle; the best ever Star 
Fleet Battles tournaments; 
Europatest; Battletech Open; 
Avalon Kill Classics tourna 
ment; Milton Bradley /Parker 
Brothers Classics; H.M.G.S. 
Miniatures Events & Demos; 
Smithee Awards for the best 
of BAD movies; lots of Live 
‘Action RPGs, and TONS more! 











Only $34.95 in advance, 
$40.00%At the door, 
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Ritual of the Machine is just one example of 
the powerful new cards in Alliances™, 
the latest limited-edition expansion set for 
Magic: The Gathering® and ice Age™ trading card games. 


Look for Alliances at your favorite game store today! 
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